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P.O. Box 450
Richland, Washington 99352
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Mr. Todd Martin, Chair
Hanford Advisory Board

1933 Jadwin Avenue, Suite 135
Richland, Washington 99352

Dear Mr. Martin:
CONSENSUS ADVICE #150, SUPPLEMENTAL TECHNOLOGY DOWNSELECT DECISION

Reference: HAB letter from T. Martin to R. J. Schepens, ORP, “Supplemental Technology
Testing Downselect Decision,” dated September 5, 2003.

Thank you for the Hanford Advisory Board (HAB) Consensus Advice #150, “Supplementat
Technology Downselect Decision,” and the opportunity for members of our staffs and

CH2M HILL Hanford Group (CH2M HILL) to provide a real-time update on the downselection
process and a supplemental technologies open house at the HAB meeting on September 4-5, 2003.

We agree that members of the public, Hanford stakeholders, and HAB members have a keen
interest in ensuring decisions concerning supplemental treatment are made in the most rigorous,
objective, and fair fashion. To that end, the U.S. Department of Energy, Office of River
Protection (ORP) began briefing the HAB about this program prior to the release of the Hanford
Performance Management Plan in early 2002, and we have incorporated values and principles
recommended by the Washington State Department of Ecology (Ecology}), the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), the HAB, and other stakeholders as we conducted the
initial technical evaluations of Cast Stone, Bulk Vitrification, and Steam Reforming.

ORP has worked along with Ecology and EPA over the past 18 months to determine whether
supplemental technologies can play a role in immobilizing low-activity tank wastes and, if so,
what should be the basis for selecting and deploying such technologies? We have not reached an
endpoint in the process. This process has only just begun.

The agencies expect CH2ZM HILL to provide a recommendation to ORP in September 2003, as to
which technology or technologies are best suited for the next level of testing (i.e., field testing) in
2004. The field tests will support the submittal of a report on supplemental technologies to
Ecology in 2005. If information from those tests and other sources support moving forward with
supplemental treatment, the agencies will enter into Tri-Party Agreement (TPA) negotiations to
incorporate the technologies into a final tank waste treatment baseline in 2006.




Mr. Todd Martin -2- SEP 1 5 2003

03-ORP-145

An important step in this process is for CH2M HILL to enter into contracts with the selected
vendors by December 1, 2003, in order for those companies to establish their facilities for the next
phase of testing in 2004. A final decision on this next phase of testing will occur December 1,
2003, when one or more contracts are approved with the technology vendors to conduct field
pilot-scale testing.

Between now and the December 2003 timeframe, we encourage the HAB to review the data and
information that is available on each technology. Further, we hope that you will spend time on
this issue in the Tank Waste Committee and further at the November HAB meeting to prepare
advice for our consideration. To begin this review, documentation is attached that outlines
selection criteria — including waste performance, costs, and operability — that is being used by
agency staff in their review,

We believe that this information, along with your input at the November HAB meeting will
enable your involvement without making changes to existing milestones. Further, ORP, Ecology,
and CH2ZM HILL are very interested in working with the HAB to design an acceptable and
appropriate public information and involvement process, beyond the requirements of the TPA, for
the next phase of supplemental treatment evaluation.

We appreciate the time the HAB has taken over the past year to provide feedback on our
continuing evaluation of supplemental treatment options, and we look forward to continued and

constructive dialogue on this issue.

If you have any questions or comments, please feel free to contact Suzanne Dahl, Ecology, (509)
736-5705, or Dana Bryson, ORP, (509) 372-0947.

chepen Mike Wilson
ice Of River Protection Washington State Department
of Ecology
ORP:TEO
Attachment

cc w/attach:
M. K. Marvin, RL
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