
Statement of Intent 

Concerning invitation to Partner 
in a Glohul Science Gate~vay 

The Department of Energy of the United States ofAmerica and The British Library (hereinafter 
the "Participants"), 

Noting that international collaboration is essential to re\ oliitionarj advances in Ihe fields of sustainable 
energy. medicine, agriculture. en\ ironment, and basic sciences: 

I Noting that advances in science can be accelerated nhen the diffusion of science knmledge is accelerated: 

Noting that a positive trend has emerged as nations have recognized the importance of providing their citizens 
with one-stop electronic access to increasing volumes of science information: 

Noting that there is a growing sense of tlie need for reciproci~r and sharing of science know ledge across 
national boundaries; 

Noting that there are evisting science informati011 systems and collections ~ l i i c l i  pro\ ide the critical 
foundation and content for a global, decentralized bodj of science hnow ledge: and 

I Noting that the technologq exists for federating searching across vast, dispersed science 
information collections. 

Hate reached the follon ing understanding: 

1. The Participants express their intent to partner \\it11 each otlier and lierebj invite other national and 
international organisations (including information sources championed by a national or international 
body) to partner in an international effort to establish a searchable Global Science Gateitaj. 

2. The Participants share a strategic \ ision that the Global Science Gate\\a\ Mill: 

search dispersed, electro~~ic collections in general. subject-specific. and cross-cutting fields of science: 
provide direct and free searching of open-source collections and portals and \till  also allow patrons 
\\ it11 proper access credentials to simultaneouslq search liniited-access s j s t e~ns  (e.g., agreements 
based on countrq membership): 
build upon existing and alreadj successful national models for searching: 
seek to complement existing information collections and sl  stems: and 
ma~ imise  tlie attribution to and recognition of indi\ idual sources of information to the patron for the 
purpose of raising the v i s ib i l i~  and usage of i n d i ~  idual sources. 

3 .  The Participants bould \\elcome tlie i ~ ~ v o l \ e ~ n e ~ i t  of national and international institutions to facilitate 
comn~~~nicat ions and cooperative efforts among the Participants. 

4. This Statement of Intent does not create an j  legally binding obligations bet~veen the Participants. 

I FOR THE DEPART.I.IEYT OF EnFRCY 
OF THE L W T E D  STATES OF A.1IERICA: FOR THE BRITISH LIBR..IRIJ: 
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