
This fact sheet gives only a general overview of the crop insurance program and is not a complete policy. For further information and an 
evaluation of your risk management needs, contact a crop insurance agent. 

Crop Insured 
Insurance is available for all annual hill plasticulture 
strawberries under a pilot program.  The policy will 
cover all acreage for recommended plasticulture 
strawberry varieties in the county that is: 

• Planted with certified disease-free plants 
transplanted annually into fumigated or organic 
raised beds with plastic mulch 

• Irrigated (drip irrigation with overhead irrigation 
for frost and freeze protection) 

• Grown for commercial sale. 
 
Any person who plants in excess of 125 percent of the 
strawberry acreage grown in the crop year pervious to 
the current crop year will have a reduction to the 
amount of insurance. This reduction does not apply to 
an increase of 5 acres or less. 
 

Note: Acreage planted to the matted row practice will 
not be insurable under this policy.  Organic 
plasticulture is insurable under this policy. 
 
 
Counties Available 
Strawberries are insurable in Brunswick, Buncombe, 
Columbus, Cumberland, Duplin, Guilford, Haywood, 
Henderson, Johnston, New Hanover, Pender, 
Robeson, and Wake counties. 
 
 
Causes of Loss  
 
Adverse weather conditions1   
Failure of irrigation water supply2   
Fire 
Insects3  
Plant disease3  
Wildlife 
 
1Including drought, hail, excess precipitation.  2If caused by insured peril.   
3But not damage due to insufficient or improper application of pest and 
disease control measures. 
 
 

Insurance Period  
Coverage begins at transplanting (unless the acreage 
is inspected and determined not to meet insurability 
requirements) and ends at the earliest of: (1) total 
destruction of the insured crop on the unit, (2) harvest 
of the unit, (3) final adjustment of a loss on a unit, (4) 
abandonment of the crop on the unit, (5) the date 
harvest should have started on acreage that will not be 
harvested, and (6) July 31 (calendar date following 
planting). 
 
 
Important Dates  
 
Sales Closing ....................................August 31,2007 
 
Initial Planting Date1 .................... September 1, 2007 
Initial Planting Date2 .................. September 15, 2007 
Initial Planting Date3 .................. September 20, 2007 
Initial Planting Date4 ......................... October 7, 2007 
 
Final Planting Date1................... September 30, 2007 
Final Planting Date2........................ October 14, 2007 
Final Planting Date3........................ October 19, 2007 
Final Planting Date4...................... November 5, 2007 
 
Acreage Report Due1 ..................... October 15, 2007 
Acreage Report Due2 ..................... October 31, 2007 
Acreage Report Due3 ................. November 15, 2007 
Acreage Report Due4 ................. November 30, 2007 
 
1Buncombe, Haywood, and Henderson counties.    2Guilford county. 
3Cumberland, Duplin, Johnston, Robeson, and Wake counties. 
4Brunswick, Columbus, New Hanover, and Pender counties. 
 
 
Definitions  
Allowable Cost— An amount not to exceed 33 cents 
per pound (6 cents for “U-Pick” berries) for 
harvesting and handling costs (such as picking, 
packing, shipping, etc.) that will be subtracted from 
the average price received to determine the value of 
production. 
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Average Price Received—The average dollar 
amount per pound received for all strawberries sold 
determined by dividing total revenue by total pounds. 
 
Direct Marketing—Sale of strawberries directly to 
consumers without intervention of a wholesaler, 
packer, shipper, and so on (for example, roadside 
stands, farmers’ markets, pick-your-own operations). 
 
Marketable Production—Mature, ripe fruit free 
from decay, freeze injury, shriveling, mold, or other 
deterioration that may have occurred or progressed 
since the strawberries were harvested and which was 
due to an insurable cause. 
 
Minimum Value—An amount (34 cents per pound) 
used to value marketable production when the sale 
price minus the allowable cost is less than 34 cents 
per pound. 
 
Minimum Value Option—For an additional 
premium, this option will reduce the minimum value 
used in determining the value of your marketable 
production, in essence decreasing your production-to-
count in the event of a claim (consult your agent for 
more details concerning this feature). 
 
 
Coverage Levels and Premium Subsidies  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Note: Changes were made that limits the amount of 
insurance—the liability will be reduced for producers 
who have produced at least 10,000 pounds per acre 
but less than 18,000 pounds per acre in 3 of the last 5 
most recent years. Please see  special provisions of 
Insurance for further clarification.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Loss Example  
 
                10 Acres  
       x  $4842 Amount of insurance per acre 
   (65-percent coverage level) 
        $48,420 Dollar guarantee 
      -   10,950     Value of production to be counted 
        $37,470 Gross indemnity 
        -    $712   Estimated producer premium 
        $36,758 Net indemnity 
 
 
 

  Coverage 
Level 

Dollar 
Guarantee 

CAT $2049 
50% $3725 
55% $4097 
60% $4470 
65% $4842 
70% $5215 
75% $5587 

Premium 
Subsidy 

100% 
67% 
64% 
64% 
59% 
59% 
55% 

Download Copies from the Web 
Visit our online publications/fact sheets page at: 
http://www.rma.usda.gov/aboutrma/fields/nc_rso/ 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination 
in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national 
origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, 
familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic 
information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or a part of an 
individual's income is derived from any public assistance program. 
(Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with dis-
abilities who require alternative means for communication of pro-
gram information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact 
USDA's TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD).  
 
To file a complaint of discrimination write to: USDA, Director, Office 
of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 
20250-9410 or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD). 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. 


