GENEAOLOGY RESEARCH
WORKERS ON BUREAU OF RECLAMATION PROJECTS

If you are interested in genealogical information about a person you believe worked on a
Reclamation project, the materials available depend upon whether the person worked directly for
Reclamation or worked for a contractor on the project.

If Reclamation directly employed the worker, there should be a personnel file available from the
National Archives in St. Louis. You may contact them at National Archives and Records
Administration—National Personnel Records Center, (Civilian Personnel Records), 111 Winnebago
Street, St. Louis, Missouri 63118-4199, or at 314-538-5761 or through their website. The National
Personnel Records Center website contains information on ordering information.

Other possible sources of information regarding Reclamation employees are Reclamation’s
“project history” for that year or official reports held in Reclamation records. A Reclamation “project
history” was prepared annually for each Reclamation project beginning about 1910 and running fairly
regularly into the 1960s and 1970s. Reports in Reclamation’s records could be in several locations: the
National Archives in Denver, Colorado, has many of those records up into the 1970s and 1980s. Reports
not yet in the National Archives might still be held in various field offices of Reclamation at the regional,
area office, or project office levels. An accident in which a contractor employee died or suffered serious
injury on a Reclamation project might also be reported in these sources.

If your person worked for a project contractor, which is a likely alternative, we are not aware of
where contractor personnel records might be or whether they exist.

Other than these resources, you might try the city directories for the location where your person
worked. There are also often local newspapers, historical societies, museums, and colleges and
universities with research collections that may give you valuable clues.



