@ Capturing Solar Wind
To capture the solar wind, the Genesis team turned
to such treasured materials as gold, sapphire, and
even diamonds. These precious materials, along
with silicon, make up the small tiles that are pie
together to form the Genesis spacecraft’s collec
arrays. In flight, an onboard computer decides
which array would work best and deploys one of
these bicycle wheel-shaped collector arrays to
catch the particles when they collide with the tiles.
Late in the mission, the collector arrays are aII
retracted and stored in the‘ﬁ cecraft s sam
return capsule, which will protect them du
journey to Earth.
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