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Volunteering began with the organization of conservation districts in 1937. In recogni-
tion of the interest and skills many Americans have in conservation, Congress passed
legislation — Section 1526 of PL97-98, Food and Agriculture Act — in 1981 permitting
the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) to use volunteers. In 1985, the
volunteer effort was organized as the Earth Team, primarily due to the Farm Bill and

the increased workload of NRCS. The primary purpose of the Earth Team is to expand
NRCS services by using volunteer time, talent and energy to help accomplish the NRCS
mission. Since 1982 approximately 428,000 Earth Team volunteers have donated more
than 13 million hours.

Earth Team Historical Data
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To learn more about the Earth Team and how you as an NRCS employee can be involved,
visit our web site at: www.nres.usda. gov/feature/volunteers

RESOURCES AVAILABLE THROUGH LANDCARE:

BROCHURES
BOOKMARKS
FORMS
EARTH TEAM SUPERVISOR HANDBOOKS
ORIENTATION GUIDES FOR VOLUNTEERS
VOLUNTEER FACT SHEETS
TABLE TOP EXHIBIT
FLOOR EXHIBIT
BANNER STAND

You may view any of these items on the website listed above, or order them by calling
1-888-LANDCARE (888-526-3227), send a Fax to (515)289-4561 or E-Mail:

landcare(@usda.gov

Helping People Help the Land
USDA is an equal opportunity employer and provider.




