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Scenarios
The National Planning 
Scenarios highlight the 
scope, magnitude, and 
complexity of plausible 
catastrophic terrorist 
attacks, major disasters, 
and other emergencies

Tasks
The Universal Task List  
(UTL) provides a menu of 
tasks from all sources 
that may be performed in 
major events such as 
those illustrated by the 
National Planning 
Scenarios

Capabilities
The Target Capabilities List 
(TCL) provides guidance 
on specific capabilities and 
levels of capability that 
Federal, State, local, and 
tribal entities will be 
expected to develop and 
maintain

• 15 Scenarios

• Chemical, Biological, 
Radiological, Nuclear, 
Explosive, Food and 
Agricultural, and Cyber 
Terrorism

• Natural Disasters

• Pandemic Influenza

• Prevention

• Protection

• Response

• Recovery

• 36 Capability Summaries

• Includes Capability Description, 
Outcome, Relationship to 
National Response Plan 
ESF/Annex, Groups of Tasks 
Performed with the Capability, 
Associated Critical Tasks, 
Performance Measures and 
Objectives, Capability Elements, 
Linked Capabilities, References

• Tailored to Geographic 
Regions, Performance Measures 
and Objectives, and Capability 
Classes


