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MARINE WEATHER REPORTING PROGRAM

The National Weather Service (NWS) has established a g
nationwide Mariner Report Program - MAREP - to help
improve marine warnings and forecasts. Through this :
cooperative effort, professional mariners make radio
reports of sea and wind conditions to NWS marine
forecasters. If you would like to participate or learn more
about this volunteer program, please call:

NWS Honolulu 808.973-5286 ext.237 .
NIIHAU

EXPLANATION OF ADVISORIES/WARNINGS

SMALL CRAFT ADVISORY: lIssued to alert mariners to sustained (more than two hours) :
weather or sea conditions, either present or forecast, that might be hazardous to small |
boats. Boaters/Mariners will be able to receive the Small Craft Advisory by keeping
tuned to a NOAA Weather Radio Station or the Coast Guard and commercial radio
stations that transmit marine weather information. The threshold conditions for the
Small Craft Advisory are usually based on 25 knots of wind or hazardous wave
conditions. Decision as to the degree of hazard will be left to the boat operator, i
based on experience and the size and type of boat. There is no legal definition of the P
term "small craft". p

GALE WARNING: Issued to indicate winds within the range of 34 to 47 knots are c 5
either present or forecast for the area.

STORM WARNING: Issued to indicate winds of 48 knots or above, no matter how
high the speed, are either present or forecast for the area.

SPECIAL MARINE WARNING: Issued whenever a severe local storm or strong wind
of brief duration is imminent and is not covered by existing warnings or advisories.

TROPICAL STORM WARNING: Issued to indicate winds within the range of 34 to
63 knots are either present or forecast in conjunction with a tropical cyclone.

HURRICANE WARNING: Issued to indicate winds 64 knots or more are either present
or forecast for the area in conjunction with a tropical cyclone.

TSUNAMI WARNING: Issued by the National Weather Service Pacific Tsunami
Warning Center, Ewa Beach, when one meter or higher water levels (above normal 25
water levels) produced by seismic disturbance are forcast for the area. 51003

NOTE: A "TROPICAL STORM WATCH" or "HURRICANE WATCH" is issued whenever
a tropical storm or hurricane becomes a threat to a coastal area. The "WATCH" is not
a warning, but indicates that the tropical cyclone is near enough that persons in the
area covered by the "WATCH" should listen to their radios for subsequent advisories
and be ready to take precautionary action in case fropical storm or hurricane warnings
are issued.

NOAA WEATHER RADIO

NOAA Weather Radio broadcasts on 162.40 and 162.55 MHz can usually be received up to
100 miles from the transmitting antenna site, depending on terrain and the quality of the receiver.
The VHF-FM frequencies used for these broadcasts require narrow band FM receivers. The
National Weather Service recommends receivers having a sensitivity of one microvolt or less and
a quieting factor of 20 decibels.

Some receivers are equipped with a warning alarm device that can be turned on by means of
a tone signal controlled by the National Weather Service office concerned. This signal is
transmitted for 13 seconds preceding an announcement of a severe weather warning.

Included are wind observations from the Hawaiian Coastal Wind reporting sites and wind and
wave observations from the NOAA ocean buoys. The broacast also includes urgent safety
announcements for mariners as provided by the U.S. Coast Guard.
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MT. KAALA August and September in Hawaii are normally warm and dry with
VHF-FM persistent frade winds. Over the nearby open sea, these average 13 to
KBA-99 16 knots, and are predominantly from the east-northeast, with directions

162.55 MHz northeast through east occurring nearly 90 percent if the time in August
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DISCREPANCY REPORTS SOLICITED
Reports of discrepancies in this chart and any other comments are
appreciated and will be used in preparing the next edition.
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Please email: marine.weather@noaa.gov
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