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NATIONAL TRANSPORTATION SAFETY BOARD 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 

-_-----."------------________________I___ 
Forwarded to :  

A d m i r a l  John B.  Hayes 
Commandant 
U.S. Coast Guard 
Washington, D.C.  20590 

ISSUED: June 8, 1979 

SAFETY RECOMMENDAT I ON (S) 

M-79-56 through -58 

On December 29, 1978, t h e  outbound Liber ian  bulk  c a r r i e r  M / V  WORLD 
NOBILITY and t h e  inbound Liber ian  o r e / b u l k / o i l  (OBO) c a r r i e r  S / S  PENNSYLVANIA 
GETTY co l l i ded  a t  t h e  mouth of  t h e  Chesapeake Bay about 15 nmi e a s t  of 
Norfolk, V i rg in i a .  The bow of t h e  PENNSYLVANIA GETTY penet ra ted  t h e  
No. 1 cargo hold on t h e  forward p o r t  s i d e  of t h e  WORLD NOBILITY. No 
dea ths  o r  i n j u r i e s  r e s u l t e d  from t h e  acc ident ;  however, t h e  v e s s e l s  
sus ta ined  an est imated $3 m i l l i o n  damage. - 1/ 

Maneuvering a v e s s e l  i n  c o a s t a l  waters  r e q u i r e s  t h e  continuous 
c o l l e c t i o n ,  coord ina t ion ,  and eva lua t ion  of information.  Vessel speed, 
course,  p o s i t i o n ,  and proximity t o  o t h e r  v e s s e l s  o r  obs t ruc t ions  a r e  t h e  
c r i t i c a l  information elements t h a t  a master must o b t a i n  t o  s a f e l y  naviga te  
h i s  v e s s e l .  The Safe ty  Board's a n a l y s i s  of t h i s  acc iden t  determined 
t h a t  a l though both  v e s s e l s  were adequately equipped t o  o b t a i n  t h e  necessary 
information,  n e i t h e r  v e s s e l ' s  nav iga t ion  watch was s u f f i c i e n t l y  manned 
t o  f u l l y  use such da ta .  This  acc iden t  i l l u s t r a t e s  t h e  need f o r  mandatory 
r egu la t ions  or s t anda rds  t h a t  r e q u i r e  s p e c i f i c  manning l e v e l s  f o r  vessel 
naviga t ion  watches f o r  va r ious  condi t ions  regard ing  v e s s e l  l oca t ion ,  
t r a f f i c  dens i ty ,  personnel  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s ,  equipment l i m i t a t i o n s ,  and 
v i s i b i l i t y ,  

The Chesapeake Bay i s  t h e  approach t o  Norfolk, Newport N e w s ,  Balt imore,  
and many lesser p o r t s ,  such as t h e  l i q u e f i e d  n a t u r a l  gas (LNG) te rmina l  
a t  Cove Po in t ,  Maryland. The WORLD NOBILITY and t h e  PENNSYLVANIA GETTY 
co l l ided  wi th in  t h e  precaut ionary  a r e a  where a l l  inbound and outbound 
t r a f f i c  converge. This  i s  an extremely busy a rea  f o r  vessel t r a f f i c ,  
and a s i m i l a r  acciderlt  involv ing  two U.S. f l a g  s h i p s ,  t h e  S / S  ROBERT E. 
LEE and t h e  S / S  TRANSINDIANA,occurred t h e r e  on October 11, 1978. Because 
of t h e  Location of t h e  designated p i l o t a g e  a r e a ,  vessels must t r a n s i t  

- 1/ For more d e t a i l e d  information read '%Marine Accident Report:  C o l l i s i o n  
of t h e  M/V WORLD NOBILITY and t h e  SS PENNSYLVANIA GETTY a t  t h e  Mouth 
of Chesapeake Bay near  Norfolk,  V i rg in i a ,  December 29, 1978 , "  
(NTSB-MAR-79-7). 
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t h e  precaut ionary a r e a  without  t h e  a s s i s t a n c e  of expert  l o c a l  p i l o t s .  
Furthermore, t h e r e  i s  no a c t i v e ,  manned Vessel  T r a f f i c  Serv ice  (VTS) t o  
advise  v e s s e l s  of t h e  pos i t i on ,  speed, and course of o the r  t r a f f i c .  
Considering t h e  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  a ca t a s t roph ic  acc iden t ,  t h i s  i s  n o t  a 
s a t i s f a c t o r y  arrangement. 

Therefore ,  t h e  Nat ional  Transpor ta t ion  Sa fe ty  Board recommends t h a t  
the  U.S. Coast Guard: 

Develop naviga t ion  watchkeeping s tandards  which quant i fy  
t h e  minimum manning l e v e l  needed f o r  l a r g e  oceangoing 
vessels t o  s a f e l y  naviga te  wi th in  U.S. p o r t s  and t h e i r  
approaches, and amend t h e  Navigation Sa fe ty  Regulat ions 
( 3 3  CFR 1 6 4 )  t o  incorpora te  these  s tandards.  (Class  11, 
P r i o r i t y  Action) (M-79-56) 

Study t h e  f e a s i b i l i t y  of r e l o c a t i n g  t h e  Chesapeake Bay 
p i l o t a g e  a r e a  so  t h a t  v e s s e l s  a r e  n o t  forced t o  t r a n s i t  
a r e a s  of  converging t r a f f i c  without p i l o t s  on board. 
(Class  11, P r i o r i t y  Action) (M-79-57) 

Reevaluate t h e  proposed l e v e l  of v e s s e l  t r a f f i c  s e r v i c e  
(VTS) i n  t h e  Chesapeake Bay, and determine i f  an a c t i v e ,  
manned system i s  more appropr i a t e  because of the  increased  
t r a f f i c  d e n s i t y  and t h e  t r a n s i t  of v e s s e l s  t r anspor t ing  
l i q u e f i e d  n a t u r a l  gas  (LNG) and o t h e r  hazardous cargoes.  
(Class  11, P r i o r i t y  Action) (M-79-58) 

K I N G ,  Chairman, DRIVER, Vice Chairman, McADAMS and H S U E ,  Members, 
concurred i n  these  recommendations 


