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H-79-5 and -6 i 
A t  4:15 p.m. on August 26, 1977, a 1973 Dodge van and a 197.7 

P e t e r b i l t  t ruck ,  p u l l i n g  a n  empty 1977 Rel iance f u l l  t r a i l e r ,  co l l i ded  
head-on during a moderate-to-heavy ra ins torm on U.S .  Route 91, 8 miles 
no r th  of Sc ip io ,  Utah .  The e i g h t  occupants of t h e  van were k i l l e d  and 
t h e  t ruckdr ive r  w a s  i n ju red .  _1/ 

Avai lab le  phys ica l  evidence and research  da ta  could not confirm or 
deny s e v e r a l  poss ib l e  f a c t o r s  t h a t  could have caused o r  cont r ibu ted  t o  
t h e  acc ident .  Therefore ,  t h e  Sa fe ty  Board was only a b l e  t o  conclude 
t h a t  t h e  acc iden t  occurred because e i t h e r  o r  both d r i v e r s  f a i l e d  t o  
main ta in  t h e i r  v e h i c l e  i n  t h e  proper  t r a f f i c  lane .  

In developing and eva lua t ing  t h e  evidence f o r  t h i s  acc iden t ,  t h e  
Sa fe ty  Board d i d  become concerned about a l a c k  of r e sea rch  da ta  i n  two 
s i g n i f i c a n t  a r e a s  t h a t  are mainly a func t ion  of the  NHTSA. The Sa fe ty  
Board was unable t o  f i n d  d a t a  t h a t  would i n d i c a t e  how commercial v e h i c l e  
tires perform a t  va r ious  speed levels when loaded t o  w i t h i n  15  t o  25 
percent  of t h e i r  capac i ty .  
and progress ive ly  lower pavement f r i c t i o n a l  q u a l i t y  on a cont inuously 
s teepening  grade could not be  determined. These were condi t ions  t h a t  
e x i s t e d  i n  t h i s  acc ident .  Addi t iona l  research  would assist f u t u r e  
acc iden t  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  and could be s i g n i f i c a n t  i n  e s t a b l i s h i n g  o r  

The f u l l  p o t e n t i a l  e f f e c t  of a f l u c t u a t i n g  

-- 
- 1/ For more d e t a i l e d  information read: “Highway Accident Report  -- Osterkamp 

Trucking, Inc . ,  Truck/Full  Trailer and Dodge Van C o l l i s i o n ,  U.S. Route 91 ,  
Sc ip io ,  Utah, August 26, 1977” (NTSB-HAR-79-1). 
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under loading  condi t ions  ranging from 15  to 100 percent  
o f  rated load caDacitv.  (Class 11, P r i o r i t y  Action) (H-79- _ _  - _ _ _  

Examine t h e  f u l l  p o t e n t i a l  e f f e c t  of f l u c t u a t i n g  and 
p rogres s ive ly  lower pavement f r i c t i o n a l  q u a l i t y  on v e h i c l e  
performance. (Class  11, P r i o r i t y  Action) (E-79-61 

K I N G ,  Chairman, McADAMS and HOGUE, Members, concurred i n  t h e  abo 
r n r n m m e n A i r i n n q .  DRIVER. Vice Chairman, d id  n o t  p a r t i c i p a t e .  


