
WASHINGTON, D.C. 

ISSUED:  October 10, 1979 

Adminis t ra tor  
Federa l  Aviation Adminis t ra t ion 

- A-79-73 and -74 i Washington, D. C.  20591 

The Xat ional  Transpor ta t ion  Sa fe ty  Board's i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of the  
midair  c o l l i s i o n  involving P a c i f i c  Southwest A i r l i n e s  F l i g h t  182, a 
Boeing 7 2 7 ,  and N 7 7 1 1 G ,  a Cessna 1 7 2 ,  a t  San Diego, C a l i f o r n i a ,  on 
September 25, 1978, revealed t h a t  t h e  a i r  c a r r i e r ' s  f l i gh tc rew probably 
was not  aware of the  f u l l  e x t e n t  of i t s  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  a f t e r  accept ing  a 
maintain-visual-separat ion c learance .  Because of t h e  coopera t ive  n a t u r e  
of t h e  a i r  t r a f f i c  con t ro l  (ATC) syst?m, the Safe ty  Board i s  concerned 
t h a t  t h e r e  may be a l a c k  of understanding on t h e  p a r t  of p i l o t s  regarding 
t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  of t h e i r  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  and t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of t h e  
a i r  t r a f f i c  c o n t r o l l e r  when a p i l o t  accep t s  a main ta in-v isua l -separa t ion  
c learance .  

- 

While t h e  Board be l i eves  t h e  AIM adequately desc r ibes  t h e  
i n t e r r e l a t i o n s h i p  of p i l o t  and c o n t r o l l e r  r o l e s  and r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s ,  w e  
f u r t h e r  be l i eve  a l l  p i l o t s  should be t e s t e d  r e c u r r e n t l y  on p i lo t l con-  
t r o l l e r  i n t e r r e l a t i o n s h i p s  and r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  a s  ou t l ined  i n  t h e  AIM. 

A way t o  address  t h i s  i s s u e  might be f o r  the  requirements  of 14 CFR 
61.57, "Recent F l igh t  Experience: P i l o t  i n  Command," t o  be expanded 
expres s ly  t o  include a review of ATC procedures ,  and f o r  14 CFFi 121, 
"Appendix F - Prof ic iency  Check Requirements," t o  be expanded expres s ly  
t o  include a s i m i l a r  review. 
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Therefore, the National Transportation Safety Board recommends that 
the Federal Aviation Administration: 

Prescribe an appropriate method to do SO and 
require all air carrier companies and commercial 
operators to test their pilots recurrently on 
ATC radar procedures, radar services, pilot/ 
controller relationships, and ATC clearances. 
(Class-IT, Priority Action) (A-79-73) 

Prescribe a method to insure that all general 
aviation pilots are tested periodically on ATC 
radar procedures, radar services, pilot/controller 
relationships, and ATC clearances as appropriate 
to their operations. (Class-11, Priority Action) 
(A-79-74) 

KING, Chairman, DRIVER, Vice Chairman, NcADAMS, GOLDMAN, and BURSLN,  
tlembers, concurred in the above recommendations. 


