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20. The ac t ions  of d r i v e r s  involved in  th i s  s e r i e s  of co l l i s ions  
suppor t  the  conce rn  of the Safety B o a r d  tha t ,  a t  p r e s e n t ,  
t h e r e  i s  a need  for improved  c r i t e r i a  i n  d r i v e r  educat ion 
that will aid d r i v e r s  i n  de te rmining  safe  dr iving speeds  
under  \ -ar ious condi t ions of l imi t ed  vis ibi l i ty .  

The r e sponse  of o ther  ju r i sd ic t ions  i n  providing e m e r g e n c y  
r e s c u e  ser i r ices  w a s  excel lent .  The  de lay ,  in s o m e  c a s e s ,  
in a r r i v i n g  on-s i te  can  be a t t r ibu ted  to  the conditions that  
ex i s t ed  on the Turnpike .  

21. 

P R O E A B L E C A U S E  

The National T ranspor t a t ion  Safety Board  d e t e r m i n e s  tha t  the 
probable  c a u s e  of th i s  s e r i e s  of mult ivehicle  co l l i s ions  w a s  the pene-  
t ra t ion  of vehic les  into a r e a s  of s e v e r e l y  r educed  vis ibi l i ty  due to  fog 
and s m o k e ,  the l a t t e r  occas ioned  by f i r e s  ad,jacent t o  the turnpike  
which had not been prom2t ly  ext inguished.  The delay in  c los ing  the  
affected roadways by the New J e r s e y  State  Pol ice  cont r ibu ted  to the 
number  of acc iden t s .  

RECO.MM.E.NDA.TIoNS 

On J a n u a r y  2,  1975, the National T ranspor t a t ion  Safety Board  

(See Appendix E. ) 
m a d e  a recorninendat ion re la t ing  to this  acc ident  to the New J e r s e y  
S ta te  Po l i ce .  

The Safety Board  fu r the r  r e c o m m e n d s  that :  

1. The New .Tersey State  Pol ice  i n s u r e  tha t  a l l  Nor theas t  
Weather  S e r v i c e  r e p o r t s  a r e  d is t r ibu ted ,  a s  r ece ived ,  
to a l l  T r o o p  D s ta t ions  and a r e  thoroughly unders tood  
by a l l  pa t ro l  personnel .  

The New J e r s e y  Turnpike Authority c o n s i d e r ,  i n  the i m p l e -  
menta t ion  
s y s t e m ,  methods  through which the  manua l  c los ing  of the 
Turnpike  could be accompl ished  immedia t e ly  and  t ra f f ic  
movemen t s  d e t e r r e d  safe ly  and  without delay.  
( R  e c 0 m m  e n d a t ion H - 7 5 4 )  

(Recommendat ion  H-75-3)  

2.  
of the au tomat ic  t ra f f ic  con t ro l  and surve i l lance  
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3 .  The LJ. S. Envi ronmenta l  P ro tec t ion  Agency r e v i s e  i t s  
p roposed  guide l ines ,  " T h e r m a l  P r o c e s s i n g  and Land 
Disposal  of Sol id  Was te s ,  ' I  t o  include m e a s u r e s  to p r e -  
vent abandoned dumps and landf i l l s  f r o m  Secoming 
h a z a r d s  to public hea l th  and  safe ty .  (Recommenda t ion  
H-75-5)  

4. The Sta te  of New J e r s e y  Depar tment  of Envi ronmenta l  
P r o t e c t i o n  r e v i s e  i t s  s a n i t a r y  code for  so l id  was te  d i s -  
posa l  to r e q u i r e  o w n e r s  of p r o p e r t i e s  that  contain o ld  
dumps  to c l o s e  such  s i t e s  p rope r ly .  (Recommendat ion  
H-7 5 I. 6 )  

The New J e r s e y  Depar tment  of Env i ronmen ta l  P ro tec t ion ,  
the U.  S. Envi ronmenta l  P r o t e c t i o n  Agency, the Hackensack  
Meadowlands Development C o m m i s s i o n ,  and  the U. S. C o r p s  
of Eng inee r s  coope ra t e  to e l imina te  the poss ib i l i ty  of f i r e  
and smoke  f r o m  the o ld  dumps  within the Hackensack  
Meadowlands.  (Recommendat ion  H-75-7) 

The Nat ional  Highway Tra f f i c  Safety Admin i s t r a t ion  modify 
F e d e r a l  Highway Tra f f i c  Safety S tanda rd  No.  4, "Dr ive r  
Education," to include m o r e  definit ive informat ion  r e l a t ive  
to reduced-v is ib i l i ty  dr iving.  Th i s  r ecommenda t ion  w a s  
a l s o  made  by the Safe ty  Board  in i t s  spec ia l  s tudy ,  
Visibil i ty ( F o g )  Accidents  on L imi t ed -Access  Highways,  " 
i s s u e d  i n  1972. (Recommendat ion  H-75-8) 

5. 

6. 

"Reduced- 


