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The National Transportation Safety Board has investigated a recent, 
nonfatal accident involving a Cessna Model 402B, N69391. 
reinforces the Board's bel ief  t h a t  the in- f l igh t  opening of nose compart- 
ment doors may be a general problem on l i g h t  t.win-engine a i r c r a f t .  

Thi.s accident 

The p i l o t  of N69391 s ta ted t h a t  although he had closed and latched 
the  left-hand nose compartment door, the door opened short ly  a f t e r  takeoff 
at an a l t i t ude  of 150 f e e t .  lie reported tha t  t he  a i r c r a f t  rol led sharply 
t o  the l e f t ,  yawed r igh t ,  and assumed a descending a t t i t ude  from which he 
was not able t o  recover. 

The in- f l igh t  opening of nose baggage doors i s  not confined t o  any 
one model. I n  researching t h i s  recent incident,  the Safety Board discovered 
numerous unreported instances t h a t  occurred on other l i g h t  twin-engined 
a i r c r a f t .  

Although the causes of the door openings were not determined i n  most 
cases,  one general aviat ion manufacturer, which experienced f ive  such 
openings during company operations, a t t r ibu ted  the causes t o  f a i l u r e  t o  
secure the door properly or t o  improper la tch  adjustments. I n  e i the r  
case, the Safety Board believes tha t  a careful  pref l ight  check of the 
door l a t ch  mechanisms and of the securi ty  of the doors might have pre- 
vented the doors from opening i n  f l i g h t .  Nevertheless, reliance exclu- 
s ively on human inspection and detection i s  inadequate. Consequently, i n  
view of the poten t ia l ly  catastrophic consequences, a more posi t ive or 
f a i l s a f e  locking mechanism i s  required. 

The Safety Board has not attempted .to evaluate the aerodynamic e f f ec t  
of open baggage compartment doors; however, we believe t h a t  disturbances 
of air flow over a primary surface could i n  some cases produce a serious 
cont ro l lab i l i ty  problem. 
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