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The Nationmal Transportation Safety Board is currently
investipating a fatal accident involving a Bell Model 206A heli-
copter, N4726R, which crashed into Long Island Sound near Milford,
Connecticut, on February 1, 1975, A ground witness reported that
one or both main rotor blades separated in flight before the crash,
This main rotor installation was not found with the recovered
wreckage.

The Safety Board removed from the wreckage a lower main rotor
pitch~change clevis which had been fractured. A preliminary
metallurgical analysis revealed that the clevis contained a
fatigue fracture which had propagated through about 75 percent
of the cross section of the threaded clevis shank before the
clevis finally separated, We have determined that the clevis
was either P/N 206-010-340-3 or 206-010-331-7, It had 2212.3
hours in service, and the aircraft had accumulated 987.3 hours
since overhaul. Currently, there is no specific inspection
requirement or mandatory retirement schedule for this part.
Failure of the clevis can result in loss of control of the respec-
tive rotor blade and separation of the main rotor system.

The Safety Board is not aware of any other failure of this
clevis. However, there have been four fatal Bell 206 accidents
in which insufficient wreckage was recovered to permit determi-
nation of cause. Although we cannot verify that these accidents
were the result of a fatigued pitch-change clevis, the consequences
of such a fracture are such that we believe immediate corrective
action is warranted.
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Honorable Alexander P. Butterfiéld' - 2'41 '. '

Therefore, the Natiomal Transportation Safety Board recommends
that the Federal Aviation Admlnistratlon : . -

1. Issue an Airworthiness Dlrective fEQuiriﬁg én'iﬁﬁéd'_
inspection of all Bell Model 2064 10war, maln rotor
pitch-change clevises for cracks..,::__ 2 S

2. 1Issue an Airworthiness Directlve establlshlng spec1f1c
time intervals and procedures for inspecting both the'
upper and lower, main rotor pitch-change clev1sas on .
all models of the Bell 206 serlesa B TIPS

3. Establish a mandatory retirement schedule for these
clevises, - :

Personnel from our Bureau of AVLatlon Safety w111 be avallable lf
any further information or assistance is deslredu - SR

REED, Chairman, McADAMS, BURGESS, and HALEY Members, concurred m'
the above recommendations. THAYER MEmber, dld not participate. B

Ghalrman

THESE RECOMMENDATIONS WILL BE RELEASED TO. THE PUBLIC ON.THE.DATE
SHOWN ABOVE. NO PUBLIC DISSEMINATION OF THIS DOCUMENT SHOULD BE MADE
PRICR TO THAT DATE,



