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The National  Transpor ta t ion  Sa fe ty  Board i s  c u r r e n t l y  
i n v e s t i g a t i n g  a f a t a l  acc ident  involv ing  a B e l l  Model 206A h e l i -  
copter ,  N4726R, which crashed i n t o  Long Is land  Sound near Milford,  
Connecticut,  on February 1, 1975. 
one o r  both main r o t o r  blades separa ted  i n  f l i g h t  before  the crash.  
This main  r o t o r  i n s t a l l a t i o n  was not  found wi th  the  recovered 
wreckage, 

A ground wi tness  reported t h a t  

The Sa fe ty  Board removed from the  wreckage a lower main r o t o r  
pitch-change c l e v i s  which had been f rac tured .  
me ta l lu rg ica l  a n a l y s i s  revealed t h a t  the  c l e v i s  contained a 
f a t i g u e  f r a c t u r e  which had propagated through about 75 percent  
of the  c ros s  s e c t i o n  o f  the  threaded c l e v i s  shank before  the  
c l e v i s  f i n a l l y  separated.  We have determined t h a t  the c l e v i s  
was e i t h e r  P/N 206-010-340-3 or 206-010-331-7. It had 2212.3 
hours i n  s e r v i c e ,  and the  a i r c r a f t  had accumulated 987-3 hours 
since overhaul.  Current ly ,  t he re  is no s p e c i f i c  inspecti .on 
requirement o r  mandatory re t i rement  schedule f o r  t h i s  p a r t .  
F a i l u r e  of t h e  c l e v i s  can r e s u l t  i n  loss  of c o n t r o l  of the  respec-  
t i v e  r o t o r  b lade  and sepa ra t ion  of the  main r o t o r  system. 

A prel iminary 

The Sa fe ty  Board i s  n o t  aware of any o t h e r  f a i l u r e  of t h i s  
c l ev i s .  However, t he re  have been four f a t a l  B e l l  206 acc iden t s  
i n  which i n s u f f i c i e n t  wreckage w a s  recovered t o  permit determi-  
na t ion  of  cause. Although we cannot v e r i f y  t h a t  these  acc iden t s  
were t h e  r e s u l t  of  a fa t igued  pitch-change c l e v i s ,  the  consequences 
of such a f r a c t u r e  are such t h a t  we be l i eve  immediate c o r r e c t i v e  
a c t i o n  i s  warranted. 
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