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December 11, 2001 
 

 
 
The Honorable Spencer Abraham 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Energy 
1000 Independence Avenue, SW 
Washington, DC 20585 

 
Dear Secretary Abraham: 
 

The U.S. Nuclear Waste Technical Review Board (Board) was established by Congress 
in the Nuclear Waste Policy Amendments Act of 1987.  The Board evaluates the technical and 
scientific validity of the Department of Energy’s (DOE) activities associated with characterizing 
a potential repository site at Yucca Mountain to dispose of high-level radioactive waste and spent 
nuclear fuel. 

 
Late last month, the Board held a three-day business meeting to review, among other 

things, the latest round of reports and analyses, which were submitted to it in the week of 
November 19, 2001, by the Office of Civilian Radioactive Waste Management (OCRWM).  On 
the basis of that review and the results of the Board’s ongoing evaluation of the civilian 
radioactive waste management program, the Board is preparing its comments for you and 
Congress on the technical and scientific validity of work that will form the basis of your decision 
on whether to recommend to the President that the Yucca Mountain site be developed for a 
repository.  The Board intends to complete its comments within the next few weeks. 

 
The Board appreciates the DOE’s efforts to provide the OCRWM’s latest studies so that 

this important information could be included in the Board’s evaluation.  The Board hopes that 
you will find its technical and scientific evaluation helpful in making your recommendation to 
the President. 

 
Sincerely, 
 
{Signed by} 
 
Jared L. Cohon 
Chair 
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