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PROCEEDI NGS

MODERATOR:  CGood afternoon, and wel conme to NASA
Headquarters in Washi ngton for today's announcenent of
NASA' s Federal Budget Request for Fiscal Year 2009.

| am David Mould of NASA Public Affairs, and with
us today is the Deputy Adm ni strator of NASA, the Honorable
Shana Dal e, along with the Chiefs of NASA' s four M ssion
Directorates: R ck G| brech, Associate Adm nistrator for
the Expl oration Systens M ssion Directorate; Lynn dine,
Deputy Associ ate Adm nistrator for the Space Operations
M ssion Directorate; Al an Stern, Associate Adm nistrator
for the Science Mssion Directorate; and Jai won Shin,

Associ ate Adm nistrator for the Aeronautics Research
M ssion Directorate.

In addition to this briefing, we will have

separate briefings for the four Mssion Directorates
following this session today, the Space Operations,
Expl oration, and Science Mssion Directorates this
afternoon, and the Aeronautics Research Mssion Directorate
briefing will be held in the norning, all here at NASA
Headquarters.

In addition, there will be separate briefings at

MALLOY TRANSCRI PTI ON SERVI CE
(202) 362- 6622




sonme of the NASA centers around the country for their parts
of the budget as well.

W will begin this session with opening remarks
by the Deputy Adm nistrator, and then we will go to
guestions fromthe nmedia. So let's begin by introducing
t he Deputy Adm nistrator of NASA, the Honorabl e Shana Dal e.

DEPUTY ADM NI STRATOR DALE: Thanks, Davi d.

Good afternoon. | have sone brief remarks to
make, and then we will turn to QA

This norning, the President announced the Fiscal
Year 2009 budget for the entire Federal Governnent.

Si x-tenths of 1 percent of that budget is for NASA The
President's request for NASA is $17.6 billion, a

1. 8-percent increase over the Fiscal Year 2008 enacted
budget. Along with a steady five-year runout, that

i ncl udes an increase each year of around 2.4 percent.

This increase denonstrates the President's
commtnment to funding the balance of priorities he set
forth for the agency in space exploration, Earth and space
sci ence, and aeronautics. W are naking steady progress in
achi eving these goal s.

Last week, all of us in the NASA famly took a
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nonent to reflect on the loss of the crew of Colunbia five
years ago and how this tragedy led to a reexam nation of
our space program The result was a unifying vision that
first honors our conmtnments with our partners to the

| nternational Space Station before we enbark on brave new
j ourneys beyond |lowearth orbit to the Mon, Mrs, and
farther in the solar system

We returned the Space Shuttle to flight, and we
hope to launch again when we are ready, hopefully later
this week. Mke Giffin is down at the Cape taking part in
the M ssion Managenent Team neetings in preparation for the
next flight.

NASA flew three Shuttle mi ssions | ast year, all
successfully, and we plan to conduct five mssions this
year, installing the European and then the Japanese
| aboratory nodul es, and then | ater conducting the final
servicing mssion for the Hubbl e Space Tel escope. W are
commtted to neeting the requirenents of this new
expl orati on agenda, as we are taking the steps necessary to
retire the Space Shuttle in 2010 and transition our human
space flight efforts to the Orion Crew Expl oration Vehicle
and Ares | Crew Launch Vehicle and starting devel opnment in
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ernest of the Ares V and Altair Lunar Lander in 2011

Wth full funding for Orion and Ares | provided
by the Congress this year and the budget currently
projected to be available for NASA, our best estinmates
still maintain an initial operational capability for the
Oion and Ares | in March 2015. NASA will again need its
full funding request for this year in order to naintain
this schedul e, though the Constellation teamstrives to
bring the Orion and Ares | online sooner.

Wiile it will require a great deal of sacrifice
of time and effort from many thousands of people in NASA
and industry across this great country to turn this
unifying vision into reality, it also requires a sustained
commitnment fromall of us to ensure that our nation is once
agai n pushing the boundaries of our solar systemthrough a
robust exploration program and naintaining our strategic
capabilities by being first in space.

NASA conpl eted a Systens Definition Review for
Constellation | ast year, and we are proceeding to Program
Design Review, PDR, this sumrer. After the Hubble
servicing mssion, the Space Shuttle teamw || hand over
Launch Pad 39B at Kennedy Space Center to the Constellation
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team so they can conduct a test launch of the Ares | next
year. Significant progress has been nade, but we have a
long way yet to go. Again, we will need the funding
resources and a |lot of hard work on everyone's part to nake
t hi s happen.

Thus, the Fiscal Year 2009 budget does not nake
any strategic changes in direction for our hunan space
flight efforts to conplete assenbly of the Internationa
Space Station before enbarking on new journeys to our Mon
and worl ds beyond with our international partners. W nmnust
sinply keep our focus and carry out those anbitious
endeavors as credi bly, affordably, and effectively as
possible. This is what the mantle of | eadership in space
exploration requires of us, and it is our greatest
chal | enge.

Now is also the tine to nake provisions for the
contributions of the comrercial space sector to our
nation's overall space enterprise. The devel opnent of
space sinply cannot be "all governnent, all the tine."

NASA' s budget for Fiscal Year 2009 provides $173
mllion for entrepreneurs, from big conpanies or snal
ones, to devel op comrercial transport capabilities to
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support the International Space Station. Wth over $2.6
billion in NASA funds avail abl e over the next five years to
pur chase cargo and crew services to support 1SS operations,
we woul d much rather be using this noney to purchase cargo
and crew services from Ameri can conmerci al conpani es than
foreign entities.

Waile | do not Iike the idea that the United
States may have no option other than to purchase crew
transport services from Russia between the retirenment of
the Shuttle and the beginning of Orion operations, | am
glad that the Russians are our partners and have such
capabilities because the consequences, if they were not
avai | abl e, are far worse.

| f NASA astronauts were not on board the ISS, our
national |aboratory in space sinply would not survive. |If
there is no ISS, there is no market for the commerci al
providers we are trying to help bring into existence, and
our international partnership would sinply fall apart. For
this reason, NASA may need to purchase additional crew and
cargo transport services from Russia and our international
partners if U S. commercial services are not yet
denonstrated and avail abl e.
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I nternational partnerships are also key to our
Earth and space science efforts. Over half of NASA s 55
science mssions currently in space have sone form of
i nternational collaboration, and we hope to work together
even nore closely on future space science and exploration
m ssi ons.

The Science Mssion Directorate has an exciting
budget request that initiates seven new m ssions. Put in
perspective, that is nore than the previous three SVD
budget s conbi ned. The FY2009 budget al so increases funding
for research and analysis, or R&A, in order to better
NASA's return on investnment and our science m Ssions.

In Earth Science, NASA s investnment in neasuring
the forces and effects of global warm ng are allow ng the
policy-nmakers and the public to better understand its
inplications to our hone planet. Based on NASA satellite
data, we have seen the receding ice sheets of G eenland and
Antarctica, we have observed the smallest Arctic sea ice
coverage ever recorded, and using satellite altinmetry, we
have recorded rising global sea |evels.

NASA' s sensors al so hel p docunent the doubling of
ni trogen oxi de em ssions, one of the greenhouse gases that
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forms snog over Asia, from 2000 to 2006

Last year, NASA finally received the nuch
anticipated, first-ever Decadal Survey for Earth Science.
So we now know the m ssion priorities of the science
community. Based on these results, NASA s Fiscal Year 2009
budget runout provides $910 million for the devel opnent of
two Decadal Survey priorities, the SMAP M ssion for soi
noi st ure mappi ng and a second-generation | CEsat M ssion, as
well as fornulation and early devel opnent work on three
addi ti onal Decadal Survey m ssions.

Al'so included in this budget is increased funding
for seven other Earth Science missions currently under
devel opnent in order to keep themon schedule. In
conjunction with NOAA' s efforts to extend measurenents of
key climte change variables, we are stepping out smartly
to i nplenent and | aunch our Earth Science m ssions. This
research and the application of our increased understanding
of the Earth's systemw || benefit everyone.

The 2009 budget al so increases funding for |unar
science in order to better understand our Moon. NASA s
Sci ence and Exploration M ssion Directorates are worKking
together to develop two small |unar |anders, and SMD is
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initiating a series of new and exciting m ssions heading to
t he Moon over the next decade, |ike the LADEE Small Orbiter
to characterize the atnosphere and | unar dust environnent.
This year, we are especially looking forward to the | aunch
of India s Chandrayaan-1 spacecraft, which includes two
NASA payl oads, as well as the |launch of NASA' s Lunar
Reconnai ssance Orbiter and the LCROSS secondary payl oad.

For Mars, we are focusing nmuch of our efforts
after 2013 to carry out a sanple return mssion to | aunch
by 2020. In Planetary Science, the Fiscal Year 2009 budget
also initiates devel opnment of a flagship outer planets
m ssi on, which we hope will include significant
i nternational collaboration. |In Astrophysics, we are
initiating the Joint Dark Energy M ssion, the highest
priority anmong Astrophysicists, and in Heliophysics, we are
initiating Solar Probe Plus, a high-priority Heliophysics
m ssion starting in Fiscal Year 2009.

In order to maintain a healthy m x of large and
smal | m ssions consistent with NRC recommendations, SMD is
further applying funds to revitalize small explorers,

m ssi ons of opportunity, and NASA's suborbital flight
program
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In | ate 2006, NASA consolidated its deep-space,
near-Earth, and space comuni cations networks into a
centrally managed, unified effort within the Space
Operations Mssion Directorate in order to better |everage
the capabilities of each network.

Wth Fiscal Year 2009, we are now transferring
t he budget responsibility fromthe Science M ssion
Directorate to the Space Operations Mssion Director, or
Space Ops, in order to integrate both budget and nanagenent
responsibilities. Space Ops will need to neet the
comuni cation and navi gation requirenents of all of their
custoners, including science.

Last Decenber, the President approved the
Nati onal Plan for Aeronautics Research and Devel opnent and
Rel ated Infrastructure as a followon to the policy
approved one year earlier. This conprehensive plan
provi des high-priority research chall enges, goals, and
objectives for all Federal agencies, including NASA. W
are addressing the fundanental research needs facing the
Next Ceneration Air Transportation System whil e devel opi ng
wor | d-cl ass aeronautics expertise and capabilities, and we
are closely coordinating the use of our research and test
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facilities with other Federal agencies.

NASA is al so pursuing innovative partnerships
wi th comrercial conpanies that will better |everage such
private investnent work toward the President's strategic
goal s.

In conclusion, I want to thank the M ssion
Directorates' Associate Admi nistrators, our center
directors, and the Headquarters staff who worked tirelessly
in putting together NASA's Fiscal Year 2009 budget request,
wi th special recognition to David Schurr and al so Cynthia
Lodge.

Wth the congressional direction and the Fi scal
Year 2008 appropriations on account structure, the staff
needed to work weekends and many | ate hours over the past
month to nake sure that the budget numbers and program
pl ans in our congressional justification that you should
find online were accurate. W will need such dedication
and attention to detail fromeveryone to tackle the
chal | enges before us.

It is appropriate that at this tinme in which we
are poised to realize the visions of a new era that we | ook
back and reflect on the many achi evenents drawn fromthe
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previ ous chall enges of Apollo, for it is these chall enges
that push us to new heights, to new worlds, and indeed
fulfill our vast potential as a nation and as a peopl e.

This is not done in an instant. One budget
cannot see it through. W nust remain faithful to our
dream and sustain our efforts, meeting our conmtnents, and
achi eving acconplishments over tinme. This is our vow, and
it nust be our nation's conviction if we are to see this
chal I enge through to fruition

Thank you.

Now | will turn it over to David.

MODERATOR:  Thanks, Shana.

Now we have got tine for sone questions fromthe
nedia. Please wait to be called on and wait for the
m crophone to cone to you, and please identify yourself and
your affiliation.

Let's start right down in front here, please.

MEDI A QUESTIONER. Hi. Dave O Hern [ph] with
Space and M ssions Defense Report.

You have on Space Shuttle, Space Operations, 3.2
billion in FYO8 and 2.9 billion in FY09, going down. Yet,
you have nore Shuttle m ssions planned this year, going
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fromthree to five. How does that work?

And secondly, are you hoping that in addition to
the funds you are requesting that the Mkulski $1 billion
m ght be approved in Congress?

DEPUTY ADM NI STRATOR DALE: Well, in regards to
the ranp-down that you are seeing in Space Shuttle, that is
part of the regular process of actually ranpi ng down Space
Shuttle operations. So there's different facilities to be
cl osed down.

We are gaining synergies right now between Space
Shuttle and Constellation, and so that is just a nornal
part of the process that you are seeing.

MEDI A QUESTI ONER:  And M kul ski ?

DEPUTY ADM NI STRATOR DALE: Oh. And M kul ski, we
will see what happens this year in Congress. That is not
part of our budget request. So we are on the sidelines
waiting to see what happens.

MEDI A QUESTIONER: Hi. | am Mark Mathews with
the Orlando Senti nel.

A qui ck question for the Deputy Adm nistrator.
see right here that there is a package of |egislative
provisions to help in the transition. Could you talk a
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l[ittle bit about that?

DEPUTY ADM NI STRATOR DALE: The | egislative
provisions | believe are still at OMB. |Is that right?
They haven't been cleared yet. So | don't think we are
actually at the point where we are able to discuss them
and | amgetting a |ot of heads shaking in the affirmative.

So, as soon as we are clear to discuss them we would |ove
to talk to you about them

MEDI A QUESTI ONER:  Just before, you were al so
tal ki ng about ranpi ng down of the Shuttle program Ri ght
now, do you foresee any job |osses at any of the centers,
particul arly Kennedy Space Center, in the next year?

DEPUTY ADM NI STRATOR DALE: In Fiscal Year 2009,
actually what we are seeing in particular with the
Constellation work that is going out and Space Shuttle
ranmpi ng down, you have al nbst got a situation where it is a
wash in terns of work force nunbers. So you definitely
have a situation in which Constellation work force is
starting to ranp up, and we are continuing vigorously over
this year and the years remaining in the future to | ook at
i ssues of retirenent and transition, and we are worKking
t hose i ssues hard for the out years.
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MODERATOR: Warren, please.

MEDI A QUESTI ONER.  Warren Leary, New York Tines.

Two questions. First, on aeronautics, are there
any new initiatives or anything in this aeronautics budget
that is alittle different fromlast year? Were are we
going with that?

DEPUTY ADM NI STRATOR DALE: The content for
aeronautics is the sane as you saw i n the budget runout
| ast year, and for a lot of our prograns, you will notice
that the budget request that you see, the five-year runout
for Fiscal Year 2009, is very simlar in ternms of what you
saw in Fiscal Year 2008.

So we have the sane types of initiatives within
aeronautics; obviously, our dedication to Next Generation
Air Transportation System W al so have vigorous efforts
in terns of the NASA Research Announcenents, and that has
generated nunerous -- Jai, correct nme on this one, but in
2007, how many proposals did we have on NRAs?

MR SHIN. For a year and a half, we had received
over 1,300, and we have awarded about 300.

DEPUTY ADM NI STRATOR DALE: And we consider this
to be a great success for the agency because it is an open
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conpetition that brings in industry, non-profits, academ a,
and they are funding whatever the best research is that is
out there.

MEDI A QUESTIONER.  On the space science question,
there are new missions here, and it seens to be with the
sanme amount of noney, and | am kind of wondering where that
is comng from

Let's take the lunar mssions in particular, the
three, two |l anders and one orbiter. |[Is that something that
is also being done with Exploration, or is that all Science
Di rectorate noney?

DEPUTY ADM NI STRATOR DALE: The $344 nmillion that
we di scussed for the |lunar science mssions, that is
directly in science, but SMD and ESMD are wor ki ng
col | aboratively together in ternms of what is going to
happen with the small |anders and also the orbiter.

In regards to what you nmentioned with a fairly

fi xed budget for science -- and there are increases in
particular in Earth Science -- we are investing al nost a
hal f-billion dollars nore over the five-year runout in

Earth Science to accel erate Earth survey, Decadal m ssions,
and also initiate new ones.
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That comes froma variety of factors, including
the fact that we have been | aunching a bunch of m ssions,
and we are in the process of launching many for this year.

That actually frees up noney. As you are in the process
of closing down devel opnent, you actually have a wedge of
new nmoney. That is part of it. Then there were also
reductions in sone of the other areas.

What was not affected was Research and Anal ysi s,
and R&A is actually an area that is for Heliophysics,
Astrophysi cs, and Pl anetary experiencing increases over the
five-year runout.

Did you want any nore on that one, Warren?

MEDI A QUESTI ONER:  No. Thank you.

MODERATOR:  Yes.

MEDI A QUESTI ONER: [ I naudi bl e] Congress Daily.

You tal ked about working for the Next Generation
Air Traffic System but the Aeronautics budget is down.
That is sonething that Congress has been anxious. Both
Congress and the airline industry and the aerospace
i ndustry have been | ooking for additional noney. You are
cutting that budget.

DEPUTY ADM NI STRATOR DALE: Well, what you are
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seeing in the budget right nowis a result of Congress
increasing it in Fiscal Year 2008. So it is sonewhat
normal i zed for Fiscal Year 2009. It is the sanme content in
terms of the budget runout that you saw in the Fiscal Year
2008 budget, what was identified for Fiscal Year 2009, the
sanme content in this budget as what we had in Fiscal Year
2008.

The other thing that | would note is that we
wor ked very hard | ast year to pull together funding, so
that we could provide additional resources to Aeronauti cs,
and it is $140 mllion from Fiscal Year 2009 over the next
four years, and this is all in the context of aligning what
we are doing with the national plan for research and
devel opnent-rel ated infrastructure, and it is within the
cont ext of NASA being one of many Federal partners that are
wor ki ng t oget her on what we are doing in Aeronautics, and
we are focusing obviously on cutting-edge, |ong-term
research that benefits the entire country.

MODERATOR:  Ri ght here, please.

MEDI A QUESTI ONER:  Eric Hand at Nature.

This question m ght be best for Dr. Stern. The
selection of JDEM the Joint Dark Energy M ssion, how nuch
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noney is going to that this com ng year, and does this nean
that CANEX and LI SA go to the back of the line and have to
wait their termfor a decade or nore?

DR. STERN. (Ckay. Great questions.

To begin, the mssionis just in the early
formul ati on stages. So the noney is pretty small. It is
mllions of dollars, but the entire wedge to fly the entire
mssion is in our five-year budget. Leading and subsequent
years, it will lead to a launch in the mddle of the next
decade, and we have provided for all of that.

As you know, the BPAC, the Beyond Einstein
Commttee that priorities the various Beyond Ei nstein
m ssions, put JDEM at the top of the list. So we are
executing on that community priority as the first priority.

So CANEX and LI SA are continuing to receive funds
for technol ogy devel opnment, and we are going to wait to see
what the Astrophysical Decadal Survey that is just spooling
up this year to produce its report in early 2010 will tel
us about the priorities for the next decade.

MODERATOR: Ot her questions? Yes.

MEDI A QUESTI ONER:  Tayl or Di ner man, Space Revi ew.

For Alan Stern, | see there is a cut in the
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budget for Heliophysics. 1Is that sone of the noney from
that went into Earth Sciences, and how does this effect the
Sun- Earth connection m ssions?

MODERATOR: | will just start out with that one.
One of the things you are seeing in Heliophysics is the
transfer of Deep Space Network, $256 million from
Hel i ophysics to Space Operations where we are consolidating
all of our space communications activities.

DR. STERN. What Shana just said is inportant.
There is sort of an optical illusion in that budget because
we previously carried SMD s entire space communi cati ons
budget in the Heliophysics Division. Over the |ast several
years, it has been planned that a transition would take
pl ace this year over to Space Operations, and so that noney
is noving over, but it doesn't reduce the content of any of
our scientific prograns what soever.

However, it is true that Heliophysics,
Astrophysi cs, and Planetary Science each contributed to the
increase in our Earth Science budget. That is where the
noney canme from W are putting an increased enphasis on
Earth sciences at NASA

MODERATOR: Ot her questions?
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[ No response. ]

MODERATOR:  All right. Thank you very nuch for
j 0i ni ng us.

The subsequent foll ow up questions with the
M ssion Directorates, you can get the |ogistical
information fromthe fol ks down front here. For those
reporters who are listening in who would like to foll owed
t hose, you can go to www. NASA. gov/ NewsAudi o.

Wth that, thank you very nuch, and have a great

day.
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