
Tom Plant, Director  
Colorado Governor’s Energy Office 
 

Tom Plant is the Director of the Governor’s Energy Office and was appointed by Governor 
Bill Ritter in 2007.   Prior to GEO, Tom served as the executive director of the Center for 
ReSource Conservation. The non-profit implements a variety of programs focused on energy 
efficiency, renewable energy, water conservation, green building and construction waste 
reduction.  

Tom served as Colorado House District 13 Representative from 1998 through 2006 including 
two years as Chairman of the House Appropriations committee and one year as Chairman of 
the Joint Budget Committee.  Among the key pieces of legislation he sponsored:  Prescription 
Drug Fairness Act; the Colorado Renewable Energy Act, which later formed the basis for 
Amendment 37; and energy efficiency tax-incentive legislation.  He was named Legislator of 
the Year by organizations such as the University of Colorado and the Sierra Club of Colorado, 
was the recipient of Colorado Conservation Voters’ “Green Sense Award for Environmental 
Leadership” and received the “Champion of the Family Farmer” award from the Rocky 
Mountain Farmers’ Union. 

Tom worked in the Climate Change department of the Union of Concerned Scientists in 
Washington, DC.  At UCS, he explored the causes of global climate change and examined 
transportation and energy solutions to reduce the emissions contributing to climate change.  
Prior to UCS, and after graduating from Colorado State University, Tom worked as an 
exploration Geologist.  
 
Tom has traveled around the world and taught school in Central America.  In 1994, Tom and 
his wife Dawn Dennison established The Acoustic Coffeehouse in Nederland which became 
known nationally as a community gathering place and for the many famous musicians who 
played in the small living room setting.  Tom & Dawn ran the coffeehouse for seven years, 
selling the business in 2001.  Tom lives in Nederland with his wife Dawn, dog Fergus, and a 
horse named Chester.  
 
 


