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Outline of PresentationOutline of Presentation
• Electrical context
• Transmission planning processes
• Western transmission expansion proposals

– HPX
– Gateway South/TransWest Express

• Know your market 
– LSEs generation choices ultimately determine what transmission 

gets built
– Will Colorado import and export electricity?

• Key external events for HPX
– Southwest wind integration study
– WestConnect Balancing Authority consolidation study
– Potential Western Renewable Energy Zone designations



Context Context –– Western InterconnectionWestern Interconnection
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Know Your Market and Competitive EdgeKnow Your Market and Competitive Edge

• Will Colorado export power to the Southwest?
• Colorado’s competitive position in Southwest 

supply alternatives 
– Wind - good
– Solar ?
– Coal – no 
– Nuclear – no 
– Natural gas – no 

• Consider securing expertise in SW electricity 
markets



Is Colorado going to be an export state?Is Colorado going to be an export state?
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Key External EventsKey External Events
• Soon – next Xcel resource plan
• Nov.14 HPX stakeholder briefing
• 1st quarter 2008 – mesoscale wind data from 

NREL 
– Are there synergies among wind sites in WY, CO, 

NM?
• 2008 - WestConnect Balancing Authority Study
• 2008-09 – NREL SW wind integration study
• Other potential events

– Designation of Renewable Energy Zones throughout 
the Western Interconnection
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