National Get Outdoors
Day 2008

Saturday, June 14, 2008
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Participants from dozens of federal agencies and no
profit organizations and the recreation industry
gathered in Washington to launch National Get
Outdoors Day, a new annual event to encourage

healthy, active outdoor fun. Prime goals of the day
reaching first-time visitors to public lands and
reconnecting our youth to the great outdoors.
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Objectives:

Further efforts to connect nature and kids — figgtiature
Deficit Disorder and combating serious health tisea

Create special interpretive opportunities and use n
technologies to appeal to youth and non-traditiarsdrs

Highlight the benefits of outdoor activities, arntetaction
the agencies are taking to address alarming héatus
resulting from physical inactivity

Have so much fun that “first timers” are eager timee back
for more!




Overview:

Building on the success More Kids in the Woodsnd other
Important efforts to connect Americans — and esphrcia
children — with nature and active lifestyles, therést Service
and the American Recreation Coalition have agredddd an
Inclusive, nation-wide effort. National Get Outdedpay
focuses on a single day when people are inspired an
motivated toget outdoors- with federal, state and local
agencies, key enthusiast organizations and reoreati
businesses making the outdoor experience fun.




Criteria for Selection

Proximity to/easy access from one or more metrdpnlareas

Capacity to host 2,000 -10,000 participants

Existing food service, comfort stations and parkiagilities

Ease of involvement of multiple government and ptersector partners

Ability to demonstrate outdoor activities such agltwatching, hiking,
fishing, camping and to provide information on puirgy those activities

Capability to highlight traditional and non-traditial outdoor activities




Across the US 54 Locations were Chosen

For the full list please visit: http://getoutdoorsusa.ori

CA

Fawnskin, CA

Sarah Miggins
Executive Director

San Bernardino National
Forest Association

Mi

Dearborn, Ml

Katie Armstrong

Detroit Urban Connections
Coordinator

Detroit Urban
Connections, Public &
Gov't Relations, Region 9

CA

Kernville, CA

Debbie Campbell

Operations Manager
California Land management

Los Angeles, CA
Barbara Croonquist
Special Uses Administrator

MN

St. Paul, MN
Arlene White

Urban Connections Coordinator

USDA Forest Service : Twin
Cities Urban Connections
Program

CT

CT

DC

Washington, DC
Caroline Mica

Warren County, PA

Sharon Johnson

NGOD Committee Chairman
Allegheny Outdoor Club

DE

Harrington, DE
Linda Chick
Coordinator
Kids' Fest

MN

Cass Lake, MN

Mary Nordeen

Public Affairs Specialist/Visitor Center Coordinaty
USDA Forest Service

GA

Atlanta, GA

Tim Banks

Park Manager, Panola Mountain State Park

Get Outdoors Georgia, Georgia Department of N

ID

ID
Suzanne Endsley U.S. Forest Service




Region 9 played a key role in
four events!

Katie Armstrong- Detroit Urban Connections Coordinator

Arlene White— Minneapolis/Twin Cities Urban Connections
Coordinator

Mary Nordeenr- Public Affairs Specialist/Visitor Center
Coordinator (Chippewa)

Allegheny National Forest/Chapman State Park (af)ato
Allegheny)




Planning Approach:

A national coordinating team will offer
consistent information and support for
planned events. The team will provide

ocally
INks to

partners, resources for recruitment anc
coordinated communications including

a

website, www.getoutdoorsusa.org ,where

details about the event will be posted.




Partners

Key organizations accepted an invitation to sermeasteering committee for this national day
and will employ existing campaigns, efforts and wiés to promote the day’s opportunities:

» Boy Scouts of America

» The Coleman Company

* Discover Boating

» Good Sam Club

* Go RVing

* International Mountain Bicycling Association
» National Association of State Park Directors
» National Forest Foundation

 National Park Hospitality Association

» National Park Service

» National Ski Areas Association

» National Wildlife Federation

« and many more!




Det

Lead: Katie Armstrong, Urban Connections




Nancy Johner (USDA Under Secretary of Food, Nutritemd Consumer Services) and
Sally Collins (Associate Chief of the US Forest 8ee) were greeted by none other than
0 and Sm
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Detroit

Urban Connections Coordinator: Katie Armstrong
Planning team:

Katie Armstrong, Detroit Urban Connection®ytoshaThacker, Detroit Urban

Connections; John Neilson, The Henry Ford (THF)tly/a&Cwiek, The Henry Ford; Jim
Johnson, The Henry Ford

Key elements of event:

The event was twpronged. The NGOD event itself was located on thikage grouns
and was staffed by neprofit and agency partners. There were ranger wal&mping
demonstrations, and matepoths.ConcurrentlyUrban Connections and THF hosted a

meeting and tour for USDA Under Secretary Nadeynerand Forest Service Associate
Chief, Sally Collins.

Physical host:
The Henry Ford, Dearborn, Michigan.

How many people participated:
It is estimated that over 1,000 guests visitedMeOD exhibitarea.

Target audience demographics (age, ethnicity, andraa/location):

The audience was ostensibly visitors to THF. Toauten this auience, Urban Connections
and the Washington Office teamed up to subsidizeghtrance fe for underserved
residents of metro Detroit. As a result of thisatf 183 aduis and 65 children were able to
attend the National Get Outdoors Day event. Thgsests weressociated with 4
Mentoring, Focus Hope, and VIP Mentoring.
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Throughout the summer, The Henry Ford employs histéorest Rangers to share
the story of the US Forest Service with its 1 nathi + visitors!




Henry Ford’s Greenfield Village hosted Detroit's Na  tional Get
Outdoors Day! Partnerships such as this are key in the
Forest Service!
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L to R: :Daryl Pridgen (Urban Connections Program Ma nager), Larry Coppard (Senior Consultant for Community foundation of Southeaster Michigan), Katie Armstrong
(Detroit Urban Connections Coordinator), George Mor oz (Special Assistant to the President, The Henry Fo rd), Patricia E. Mooradian (President, The Henry For d),
Christian W. @verland (Vice-President, Museums & Collections, The Henry Ford) , Nancy Montanez Johner (U nder Secretary for Food, Nutrition and Consumer Ser vices,
USDASally Collins (Associate Chief, USDA, Forest Service), Terry West (Acting Deputy Regional Forester, Eastern Region, USDA, Forest Service) and John Neil son
(Director, Henry Ford Museum & Greenfield Village)
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“Only you can prevent wildfires.” — Smokey Bear

“Lend a hand. Care for the land.” - Woodsy Owl




Booths were located throughout the area of Greenfie Id Village




m Manager, Daryl Pridgen, i s grateful
f the wonG tnership with the Henry Ford




Munneapolis/Twvin Ciies, MN

Lead Contact: Arlene White, Urban
Connections




Jill D. Pokorny (Plant Pathologist, USDA Forest Serv  ice State and Private
Forestry) talks to visitors about tree health manag ement







Minneapolis/Twin Cities

Urban Connections Coordinator: Arlene White

Planning team:
Jill Pokorny State & Private Forestry, Kaibhag Ft. SnellingState Park

Key elements of event:

Tree tours, fishing, swimming, tent building demtiasions, untwuctured free time, and
interaction with Smokey Bear.

Physical host:
Ft. SnellingState Park, 10Snellinglake Road, St. Paul, MN 55111

How many people participated:
It IS estimated that over 200 guests visited this s

Target audience demographics (age, ethnicity, andraa/location):

The audience included a wide variety of age grolnps babies® senior citizens. It
included a culturally diverse crowd.




Visitors wanted to know more about the collaborativ e effort of National Get
Outdoors Day between the Forest Service and the Min nesota DNR!
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Allegheny— Chapman State Park

Details
Guided hikes by Allegheny Outdoor Club members BEDDAM & 1:00PM.

Kayaking and canoeing on Chapman Dam Lake.

Classes and demonstrations on the following togitking Trails of PA, How to Read a Topo Map,
Backpacking and Erecting a Tent, "The Night Sky"il#érness Fist Aid, The American Kestrel, West Nile
Virus, Mountain Bike Class and Demo, "What's in tMater”, Leae No Trace Ethics, Geocaching,
Enviroscape Demonstration and especially for cleitdiKim's Natire Game, Bird Watching Primer, Nature
Crafts, Wildflower Walk and Woodland Treasure Hunt.

Smokey Bear and Woodsy Owl will be on hand to meed greet thehildren.

A used outdoor gear sale and swap will run all tzyg in Parkng Lot #4. The public is welcome to set up
tables to sell or swap used gear. Absolutely NO peass, firearms or ammunition can be sold or traded.

Food will be available all day long. To concludestavent, a cacert will be held on the beach with Rich
Geer and-olkheartperforming, along with a campfire. Bring blanketsddawn chais. All events are free
and open to the public.




Hank Kashdan enjoying National Get Outdoors Day

Deputy Chief, Business Operations — U.S. Forest Service




A representative from the Bush Administration awatie Allegheny Outdoor
Club for their organization of the NGOD event. Déphief, Business
Operations, of the U.S. Forest Service,Hank Kashaaso pictured.




Allegheny National Forest biologist, April Moores shown demonstrating
water quallty and macro-invertebrates as part mfmesentatlon on "What's
In your Water




A member of the Allegheny Outdoor Club works withid young boys at one of the
"kid's stations" set up throughout the park!




Activities were held at several pavilions at Chapn&tate Park. One of
these events was a gear swap where people could tiveir unused
outdoor gear to "swap" with others.
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Lead Contact: Mary Nordeen, PA Specialist, Chippewa
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Chippewa

Detalls

Chippewa Triathlon as well as naturalist activities
throughout the day including:
Tent Races
Animal Tracks
LaCrossdviatch
Using a Compass
Centennial Displays
NGOD Booth




Smokey Bear meets a few young fans at NGOD!




One mom joins in to help out during the Norway Beac h tent races
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Racer crosses the Chippewa Triathlon Finish Line at Norway Beach.
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Kids enjoy the beach while waiting for their Triath lon teams to come in to
Norway Beach!




Kids follow the Migizi trail through the Norway Beac h Pines
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The 2008 National Get Outdoors Day Proved
to be a Success!

With 54 National Get Outdoors Day events, we're ple ased to report that the
U.S. Forest Service’s Eastern Region brought forth 4 successful events
Including 2 signature events. Partnering with organ izations and agencies
such as The Henry Ford (Dearborn, Ml), Chapman Stat e Park (Clarendon,
PA), Coleman Company, and Fort Snelling St. Park (S t. Paul, MN), our
representatives captured the visitor’'s attention with hands-on demonstrations
of hiking and camping techniques, and outdoor recre ation activities. While

the purpose of the day was to encourage people to “ get outdoors,” it also
Increased public awareness of the United States For est Service and our
National Forests.

This year, participants from dozens of federal agen cies and non-profit
organizations and the recreation industry initially gathered in Washington to
launch National Get Outdoors Day. On June 14, 2008, and each June
thereafter, these partners will offer sites for Ame rican families to experience
traditional and non-traditional types of outdoor ac tivities.




File Code:  1620-6-2 Date:  August 15, 2008
Subject:  National Get Outdoors Day 2008

To:  Regional Foresters, Station Directors, Area Direclid F Director, Deputy
Chiefs, WO Directors

Thanks to the contributions of many dedicated emplo yees and partners, our first National Get Outdoors
Day can be counted a success. In a series of event s across the country, we successfully connected wit h
new visitors and forged new partnerships.

Last June, children and adults, alike, were introdu ced to new outdoor experiences—from floating on a r aft
and casting for fish to peering through binoculars at wildlife. They learned both about the Forest Ser vice
and natural resource conservation. These events ta ught us lessons that will result in greater success in
2009.

Please express my gratitude to employees and partne rs. With their untiring efforts, these national,
regional and local activities further advanced our commitment to connect kids to nature and engage
urban Americans in the conservation cause.

Enclosed is a copy of the final report of the 2008 National Get Outdoors Day. It includes a summary of
site activities, list of partners and a photo library. For next year’'s National Get Outdoors Day, we look
forward to building on this year’s success.

/SI SALLY COLLINS (FOR)
ABIGAIL R. KIMBELL
Chief



For more information about National Get Outdoors/[péease refrto:

Check out these additional websites as well:

Thank You




