Welcome to our state capitol and the opening day dlie 2008 legislative

session.

It is an honor to serve as the Minority Leader in he State House of
Representatives. Let me take you through the journethat brought me
to this moment in time. Seven years ago Governor hgle, then the
Hawaii Republican Party Chair, presented a visiondr Hawaii’s future
and hope for those of us who felt that a one partgovernment should be
challenged. This inspired me to run for office. | lelieve a thriving
democracy lies in a government that operates withtdeast two political
parties encouraging thoughtful debate. This contrilntes to a more
transparent process and results in better laws remsenting a greater
number of Hawaii's people. | also believe that withn this process

respect can be earned even when values and viewHeti

Fast forward to 2006. Linda Lingle did what no othe governor in this
state has ever done. She won every house distriotthe state; a stamp of
approval for the positive changes and meaningful slts achieved

during the Governor's first term. We are working hard to answer the



call of the people of Hawaii to continue to createpportunities and

concrete results.

Hawaii Republican values such as opportunity, persal responsibility,
and accountability are woven throughout our packageThese bills
address six of our state's most important issuesost of living, energy
iIndependence, safe and sober streets, educatiorhies, and repair and
maintenance of state facilities. | will be sharingvith you just a sampling

of the efforts that we will put forth.

The first issue is our cost of living. Two basic aas are food and
housing. We are focusing our tax relief proposalsrothe elimination of
taxes on food. It is that plain and simple. We wanto make it easier for

families to put food on the table.

For homelessness and housing, we want to see a Hawadnere every
individual and family has a roof over their head. The reality is that it
will take much more than just compassionate politians. It will take
compassion and an expectation of self-reliance amidependence. For it

Is when we can lend a hand up to the next rung oli¢ ladder that we



will be able to make more room for those who wantrad need help. Our
goal is to take the comprehensive services of therneless transition
centers like Onelauena at Kalaeloa and duplicate #m throughout all
levels of government housing assistance such as palhousing, section
8, and affordable rentals. It is about believing ad instilling hope in our
people to break through the glass ceiling that keeggthem from
dreaming of homeownership. We want these programsavking in

unison for our people.

The second issue is energy independence. Our sumshitradewinds,
and ocean attract millions of visitors every yearThese same attributes
can provide for our energy needs and propel us tde forefront of
energy independence in 10 years. Driven by the rrgy cost of oil, the

opportunities for renewable energy have never beegreater.

The third issue is safe and sober streets. We aredicated to passing
increased fines and penalties and an ignition intéwck program for

repeat DUI offenders to change attitudes and behawis about driving
under the influence and pedestrian safety. When tomes to drinking

and driving, "Just don't do it". When it comes to pedestrian safety, no



matter who had the right of way, no matter who is afault, no matter
what caused the accident, the consequences are wregsible, the

ramifications are forever, and if someone dies, wall lose.

The fourth issue is education. One of the missingqxes in public
education is the lack of a management audit on tHeepartment of
Education. Some will shudder at the thought of a n@agement audit. |
asked a prominent business man what a managementditimeant to
him. He described it in one word, opportunity. It is an opportunity to
identify something that your own eyes are unable teee. It is a method
for quality improvement. The last time a managemengaudit was done
on the Department of Education was a lifetime agayell almost a
lifetime. | was three years old when the last managnent audit was

performed on the Department of Education.

We will continue to support Hawaii's Public Charter Schools because
they are good examples of school level decision niad. Voyager Public
Charter School was faced with the challenge of inéficient class time to
accomplish the goals they had set for their studesit A collaborative

effort to add forty five minutes to each school dayas achieved. This



was made possible by the teachers with the hard wioof Miss "T" and
the approval of the HSTA, the Voyager School Boardhe parents, and
was spearheaded by their principal. | bring this eample forward
because this is the kind of flexibility and ownersip that | think teachers
and principals can appreciate. It is my pleasure tantroduce to you Ms.

Sue Dueber, Principal of Voyager Charter School.

The next issue is ethics. A new ethics committeellbe created in the
State House with equal representation of both majoty and minority
members. Dan Mollway of the Hawaii State Ethics Comission testified

in favor of this.

We will also be demanding change of the grant-in-diprocess. The way
our legislature awards money to non-profit organizéions has recently
been questioned. Over the last 5 years the legisla¢ has appropriated
200 million dollars in grants-in-aid. We support these appropriations,
however, we need to have an open book policy to thateria and
guidelines in which these non-profits are chosen tnsure a fair

outcome for all non-profits. We invited Professor @nielle Conway-



Jones, the Director of the Hawai'i Procurement Instute and a
respected expert in this field, to assist us with &lA forum to explore
ways to create good procedures. Hawaii Procuremeihstitute was
conceived with a vision to be a neutral, independéprocurement think-

tank and education institute.

Finally, repairs and maintenance of state facilitis has been a long time
problem. The members of our championship footballéam and network
commentators pointed out the dilapidated athleticdcilities once again
calling attention to the lack of maintenance of oustate buildings. We
have and will be appropriating millions of dollarsto catch up on the
long list of repairs and maintenance. But how did w get here in the first
place? It has been decades of neglect. We needdol at ways to avoid
this from happening again. We owe it to you to plamnd prepare for
repairs and maintenance of our state facilities wit a holistic approach.

We will be introducing a bill to do just that.

We also unanimously support Medical Tort Reform, "Keeping doctors
in Hawaii" and the 2010 Constitutional Convention,"Trusting and

believing in the people of Hawaii".



My words would not be complete without stating my tmost gratitude
and respect to the military members and their familes. The soldiers,
sailors, airmen, and marines of past and present arselfless servants
who protect our freedom and our way of life. | knowthis well as my
brother is a local boy who retired from the Army Special Forces and
now works with the Youth Challenge program. He is o working
towards a teaching degree to help kids in underseed areas. He wants
to help high risk kids the way the military helpedhim. To our military,

we will stand behind you and assist you in your re#iness goals.

The Republican road traveled is a journey of many lgallenges and silent
rewards but we do it anyway. We speak out on behadff you, the people

of Hawaii, and we play a vital role in Hawaii's poitical landscape.

Last year my twelve year old daughter left me a n& written on a
napkin. It said, "Life is what you make it." Well, this session is what we
make it. We will make it a session focused on regslfor the people of
this awesome state.

Mahalo and God bless.



