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Mr. Speaker, distinguished guests, friends andljamembers of the
House, we all came to public office with dreams.

| was reminded of the importance of this principl®ut a month ago, when
Senator Nadao Yoshinaga visited my office.

From humble beginnings in Wailuku, to a local aational leader in health
care reform, the Senator has a record that wouldraay elected official
proud.

When he visited, we talked for a quite a while. tiA¢ end of our
conversation, | asked him, "If you had it to doaler again, would you
change anything?"

He told me: "l would have dreamed bigger."

Those words reminded me, and should remind usfglist how critical it is
to take what we believe and apply it to the waysake problems and
approach the future.

There is a forest of cynicism out there, and wenoagive in to it. Instead
we must deal with it, defy it, and be guided by wisaight.

Community leaders do this every day. One suchopessNanci Kriedman.
She has committed herself to ending domestic vagen

Nanci has involved some of us in the annual MerasdM held every
October to end violence against women.

The theme of last year's march was "dispellingtlyth.” The message is
that we must change the way we frame the probleme iare really going to
solve it.

Violence against women is generally thought of a®men's issue. But it's
not. It's a man's issue.



It is men who must change to solve the problemd Ais all men who must
help by taking responsibility for ending somethwlgich is so innately
wrong.

So Nanci's dream begins by calling on men — unclesches, clergy and
neighbors -- to act as good mentors. We canesaly with boys and end
the bad behavior before it becomes habit. Realvmkihampion the
responsibility.

Thank you Nanci. The simple act of redefining algbgm can give birth to
new solutions.

We have all heard the quote from the bible whicesgdWhere there is no
vision, the people perish." Fortunately we havecwinity leaders who
have vision to spare.

Among them is James Koshiba, one of the foundekaofi Hawaii. James
left a successful consulting firm to lead this dymn@ new organization.

Kanu calls on all of us to fulfill our kuleana —raabligation to neighbors in
need, our cultural traditions, our children and eavironment.

Using creative technology, James and the youngleagho founded Kanu
have added a new twist to activism.

Kanu displays, in real-time, data on their webgtshow us how individual
home grown actions really do make a differencetawl our commitments
add up.

Yet with all the high-tech, James and Kanu arégtiunded in the timeless
island values of respect, humility, and aloha thatl us all.

Through personal change and social action, Kanuatasvhelping us reach
those "bigger dreams."

My daughter and | used Kanu to make new commitm@ntsprove our
world. She pledged to conserve water at home) anthmitted to buying
from businesses that are good stewards of theinuonty.



With Kanu, we rediscover that the call to actiomes from each of us.
Because that's where change starts.

So all around us there are people who are dreabnggger and acting on
behalf of those dreams. And what do each of tlezgiers have in
common? The status quo just isn't good enough.

And no, it is not as simple as having the right pensticker or motivational
poster. As we all find out at one juncture or &eot values only mean
something when they are tested.

And the road tests can get pretty tough. In tissisa ahead, let's ask
ourselves: are we operating from a value systenpérpetuates what is
best about our island home?

Or are we, slice by slice, mortgaging away theru

Who are we building for? Not just the brick andrtaoinfrastructure, but
the energy we produce from the islands, the focglgnew and the
industries and jobs we develop.

Think about this. According to the national repmatd for states, between
2000-2005, Hawaii converted cropland to other daster than all but one
of 50 states in this country.

When is enough, enough? Are we really thinkinghefrieeds of people who
will be here when we are long gone? Or is thatgosething on a "keep
the country, country" bumper sticker?

And perhaps most importantly for us as electeciatf, has it become so
easy to take the cheap shot and criticize goverhthahwe are losing the
all important combination of affection and guttakes to really dig in,
change government and make it better?

So let's ask ourselves: |Is government fit forftliare? What are we doing
about it? These are real tough questions to ansMetrall around us -- as
we've seen today -- there is human inspiration.

Right now | understand we have some celebratimptout in the rotunda
with our University champions. Our capitol isdil with young people who

-3-



dreamed bigger and delivered. It is alive withhlopes of tomorrow and
the will to work for a better future.

Dream bigger, Senator Yoshinaga? You bet.
Thank you.



