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TABLE 13.—2007 AND 2008 AMERICAN FISHERIES ACT CATCHER VESSEL PROHIBITED SPECIES CATCH SIDEBOARD 
LIMITS FOR THE BSAI 1—Continued 

[Amounts are in metric tons] 

PSC species Target fishery category 2 

Ratio of 
1995–1997 
AFA CV re-
tained catch 
to total re-

tained catch 

2007 and 
2008 PSC 

limit 

2007 and 
2008 AFA 

catcher ves-
sel PSC 

sideboard 
limit 

Rockfish ................................................................ 0.0245 10,988 269 

1 Halibut amounts are in metric tons of halibut mortality. Crab amounts are in numbers of animals. 
2 Target fishery categories are defined in regulation at § 679.21(e)(3)(iv). 
3 Refer to § 679.2 for definitions of areas. 
4 In December 2006, the Council recommended that red king crab bycatch for trawl fisheries within the RKCSS be limited to 35 percent of the 

total allocation to the rock sole/flathead sole/‘‘other flatfish’’ fishery category (see § 679.21(e)(3)(ii)(B)). 
5 ‘‘Other flatfish’’ for PSC monitoring includes all flatfish species, except for halibut (a prohibited species), Greenland turbot, rock sole, yellowfin 

sole, arrowtooth flounder. 

Sideboard Directed Fishing Closures 

AFA Catcher/Processor and Catcher 
Vessel Sideboard Closures 

The Regional Administrator has 
determined that many of the AFA 
catcher/processor and catcher vessel 
sideboard limits listed in Tables 14 and 
15 are necessary as incidental catch to 

support other anticipated groundfish 
fisheries for the 2007 fishing year. In 
accordance with § 679.20(d)(1)(iv), the 
Regional Administrator establishes the 
sideboard limits listed in Tables 14 and 
15 as DFAs. The Regional Administrator 
finds that many of these DFAs will be 
reached before the end of the year. 

Therefore, in accordance with 
§ 679.20(d)(1)(iii), NMFS is prohibiting 
directed fishing by listed AFA catcher/ 
processors for the species in the 
specified areas set out in Table 14 and 
directed fishing by non-exempt AFA 
catcher vessels for the species in the 
specified areas set out in Table 15. 

TABLE 14.—2007 AND 2008 AMERICAN FISHERIES ACT LISTED CATCHER/PROCESSOR SIDEBOARD DIRECTED FISHING 
CLOSURES 1 

[Amounts are in metric tons] 

Species Area Gear types 
2007 

Sideboard 
limit 

2008 
Sideboard 

limit 

Sablefish trawl ................................... BS ..................................................... Trawl ................................................. 20 20 
AI ...................................................... Trawl ................................................. 0 0 

Rock sole .......................................... BSAI .................................................. all ...................................................... 1,730 2,359 
Greenland turbot ............................... BS ..................................................... all ...................................................... 10 10 

AI ...................................................... all ...................................................... 3 3 
Arrowtooth flounder ........................... BSAI .................................................. all ...................................................... 34 51 
Pacific ocean perch ........................... BS ..................................................... all ...................................................... 4 7 

Eastern AI ......................................... all ...................................................... 92 88 
Central AI .......................................... all ...................................................... 5 4 
Western AI ........................................ all ...................................................... 29 27 

Northern rockfish ............................... BSAI .................................................. all ...................................................... 53 53 
Shortraker rockfish ............................ BSAI .................................................. all ...................................................... 7 7 
Rougheye rockfish ............................ BSAI .................................................. all ...................................................... 3 3 
Other rockfish .................................... BS ..................................................... all ...................................................... 11 11 

AI ...................................................... all ...................................................... 13 13 
Squid ................................................. BSAI .................................................. all ...................................................... 37 37 
‘‘Other species’’ ................................. BSAI .................................................. all ...................................................... 254 395 

1 Maximum retainable amounts may be found in Table 11 to 50 CFR part 679. 

TABLE 15.—2007 AND 2008 AMERICAN FISHERIES ACT CATCHER VESSEL SIDEBOARD DIRECTED FISHING CLOSURES 1 
[Amounts are in metric tons] 

Species Area Gear types 
2007 

Sideboard 
limit 

2008 
Sideboard 

limit 

Pacific cod ......................................... BSAI .................................................. hook-and-line .................................... 0 0 
BSAI .................................................. pot ..................................................... 8 5 
BSAI .................................................. jig ...................................................... 0 0 

Sablefish ............................................ BS ..................................................... trawl .................................................. 115 114 
AI ...................................................... trawl .................................................. 39 38 

Atka mackerel ................................... Eastern AI/BS ................................... jig ...................................................... 1 0 
Eastern AI/BS ................................... other .................................................. 70 50 
Central AI .......................................... all ...................................................... 2 2 
Western AI ........................................ all ...................................................... 0 0 
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TABLE 15.—2007 AND 2008 AMERICAN FISHERIES ACT CATCHER VESSEL SIDEBOARD DIRECTED FISHING CLOSURES 1— 
Continued 

[Amounts are in metric tons] 

Species Area Gear types 
2007 

Sideboard 
limit 

2008 
Sideboard 

limit 

Greenland turbot ............................... BS ..................................................... all ...................................................... 92 94 
AI ...................................................... all ...................................................... 13 13 

Arrowtooth flounder ........................... BSAI .................................................. all ...................................................... 1,173 1,760 
Pacific ocean perch ........................... BS ..................................................... all ...................................................... 184 347 

Eastern AI ......................................... all ...................................................... 35 34 
Central AI .......................................... all ...................................................... 12 11 
Western AI ........................................ all ...................................................... 0 0 

Northern rockfish ............................... BSAI .................................................. all ...................................................... 64 63 
Shortraker rockfish ............................ BSAI .................................................. all ...................................................... 1 1 
Rougheye rockfish ............................ BSAI .................................................. all ...................................................... 1 1 
Other rockfish .................................... BS ..................................................... all ...................................................... 2 2 

AI ...................................................... all ...................................................... 5 5 
Squid ................................................. BSAI .................................................. all ...................................................... 641 641 
‘‘Other species’’ ................................. BSAI .................................................. all ...................................................... 1,718 2,668 

1 Maximum retainable amounts may be found in Table 11 to 50 CFR part 679. 

Response to Comments 
NMFS received 4 letters of comment 

(19 comments) in response to proposed 
the 2007 and 2008 harvest 
specifications. These comments are 
summarized and responded to below. 

Comment 1: All quotas should be cut 
in half this year and cut by 10 percent 
each year thereafter until we stop 
starving the marine life that depends on 
eating this fish too. 

Response: The decisions on the 
amount of harvest are based on the best 
available science and socioeconomic 
considerations. NMFS finds that the 
ABCs and TACs are consistent with the 
biological condition of the groundfish 
stocks as described in the 2006 SAFE 
report and approved by the Council. 

Comment 2: The Council, SSC and 
Advisory Panel recommended that the 
Alaska Fisheries Science Center 
convene a Pacific cod model workshop 
to consider recommendations from an 
industry sponsored review for changes 
to the stock assessment model. We are 
advised that preparations are underway 
for such a workshop to be held during 
the second quarter of 2007. We 
appreciate this effort and look forward 
to the results and to the next TAC- 
setting process. 

Response: NMFS supports an Alaska 
Fisheries Science Center workshop in 
2007 to evaluate the Pacific cod model. 

Comment 3: NMFS should define 
‘‘directed fishery’’ for purposes of CDQ 
allocations as the target species list in 
the Council’s December 2005 final 
action on management of CDQ reserves. 

Response: This comment was 
submitted by the Western Alaska 
Community Development Association, 
which is the CDQ Program 
administrative panel (‘‘CDQ Panel’’) 

created under the MSA. The CDQ Panel 
proposed an alternative interpretation of 
the term ‘‘directed fishery’’ in section 
305(i)(1) of the MSA. The interpretation 
of this term determines which species or 
species groups are allocated to the CDQ 
Program in the annual harvest 
specifications. 

As described in the 2007 and 2008 
proposed harvest specifications for the 
BSAI, section 305(i)(1) of the MSA was 
amended on July 11, 2006, by the Coast 
Guard and Maritime Transportation Act 
of 2006. Section 305(i)(1)(B)(i) of the 
MSA now requires that ‘‘the annual 
percentage of the total allowable catch, 
guideline harvest level, or other annual 
catch limit allocated to the program in 
each directed fishery of the Bering Sea 
and Aleutian Islands shall be the 
percentage approved by the Secretary, 
or established by Federal law, as of 
March 1, 2006, for the program.’’ 

Prior to this amendment, the MSA 
stated that ‘‘a percentage of the total 
allowable catch of any Bering Sea 
fishery is allocated to the program.’’ 
Since 1998, NMFS has allocated to the 
CDQ Program a percentage of each 
groundfish TAC category, except squid. 

Section 305(i)(1) was amended again 
on January 12, 2007, by the Magnuson- 
Stevens Fishery Conservation and 
Management Reauthorization Act of 
2006 (Public Law 109–479). This 
legislation amended section 
305(i)(1)(B)(ii)(I) of the MSA. This 
section now requires that ‘‘the 
allocation under the program for each 
directed fishery of the Bering Sea and 
Aleutian Islands (other than a fishery for 
halibut, sablefish, pollock, and crab) 
shall be a total allocation (directed and 
nontarget combined) of 10.7 percent 
effective January 1, 2008.’’ 

As a result of these two MSA 
amendments, allocations of groundfish 
species or species groups to the CDQ 
Program in 2007 will be made under 
section 305(i)(1)(B)(i). Starting on 
January 1, 2008, allocations of 
groundfish other than pollock or 
sablefish will be made under section 
305(i)(1)(B)(ii)(I). Allocations of pollock 
and sablefish in 2008 and thereafter will 
continue to be made under section 
305(i)(1)(B)(i). 

The MSA requires allocation to the 
CDQ Program of a percentage of ‘‘each 
directed fishery of the Bering Sea and 
Aleutian Islands.’’ However, Congress 
did not define the term ‘‘directed 
fishery’’ in section 305(i)(1) or in other 
provisions of the MSA. NMFS proposed 
that the term be interpreted to mean 
each species or species group with a 
TAC that was open for directed fishing 
in the BSAI in 2006. While this 
interpretation initially appeared 
consistent with the language of section 
305(i)(1), it did not take into 
consideration whether the species or 
species group open for directed fishing 
was economically valuable or whether 
participants in the BSAI groundfish 
fishery actually conducted directed 
fishing for the species or species group 
during the open period. 

The CDQ Panel submitted a comment 
to NMFS that disagreed with this 
interpretation and requested that NMFS 
define ‘‘directed fishery’’ as the list of 
target species the Council identified for 
the CDQ Program in December 2005. 
The CDQ Panel suggested that the term 
‘‘directed fishery’’ means the same thing 
as a target fishery and referenced the 
analysis NMFS prepared for the 
Council’s 2005 action as support for this 
recommendation. In that analysis, 
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