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August 31, 2006), September 6 (71 FR 
53339, September 11, 2006), September 
20 (71 FR 55134, September 21, 2006), 
and September 25 (71 FR 56898, 
September 28, 2006). Trawling for all 
groundfish targets (with the exception of 
pollock by vessels using pelagic trawl 
gear) was closed for the fifth season on 
October 8 (71 FR 60078, October 12, 
2006). Fishing for groundfish using 
hook-and-line gear remained open in 
2006 as the halibut PSC limit was not 
reached. The amount of groundfish that 
trawl gear might have harvested if 

halibut PSC limits had not restricted the 
2006 season is unknown. 

Expected Changes in Groundfish Stocks 
and Catch 

The final 2007 and 2008 ABCs for 
Pacific cod, deep-water flatfish, flathead 
sole, arrowtooth flounder, Pacific ocean 
perch, and pelagic shelf rockfish are 
higher than those established for 2006. 
However, the final 2007 and 2008 ABCs 
for pollock, sablefish, rex sole, and 
northern rockfish are lower than those 
established for 2006. For the remaining 
target species, the Council 

recommended that ABC levels remain 
unchanged from 2006. More information 
on these changes is included in the final 
SAFE report (November 2006) and in 
the Council, SSC, and AP minutes from 
the December 2006 meeting available 
from the Council (see ADDRESSES). 

In the GOA, the total final TAC 
amounts are 269,912 mt for 2007, and 
286,173 mt for 2008, a decrease of about 
8 percent in 2007 and 2 percent in 2008 
from the 2006 TAC total of 291,950 mt. 
Table 11 compares the final TACs for 
2006 to the final TACs for 2007 and 
2008. 

TABLE 11 - COMPARISON OF FINAL 2006 AND FINAL 2007 AND 2008 TOTAL ALLOWABLE CATCH IN THE GULF OF ALASKA 
(values are rounded to the nearest metric ton) 

Species 2006 2007 2008 

Pollock 86,807 68,307 81,467 

Pacific cod 52,264 52,264 54,194 

Sablefish 14,840 14,310 14,239 

Rex sole 9,200 9,100 8,900 

‘‘Other species’’ 13,856 4,500 4,500 

Deep-water flatfish 8,665 8,707 8,983 

Flathead sole 9,077 9,148 9,258 

Arrowtooth flounder 38,000 43,000 43,000 

Pacific ocean perch 14,261 14,636 14,797 

Northern rockfish 5,091 4,938 4,748 

Pelagic shelf rockfish 5,436 5,542 6,622 

Current Estimates of Halibut Biomass 
and Stock Condition 

The most recent halibut stock 
assessment was conducted by the IPHC 
in December 2006 for the 2007 
commercial fishery. The 2006 
assessment contains substantial changes 
from the previous year. Information 
accruing from ongoing passive 
integrated transponder (PIT) tag 
recoveries, as well as inconsistencies in 
the traditional closed-area stock 
assessments for some areas has 
prompted the IPHC to examine stock 
assessment frameworks. It had been 
assumed that once the halibut reached 
legal commercial size there was little 
movement between regulatory areas. PIT 
tag recoveries indicate greater 
movement between regulatory areas 
than previously thought. The IPHC then 
developed a coast wide assessment 
based on a single stock. The assessment 
adopted a coast wide harvest rate of 20 
percent of the exploitable biomass 
overall but higher for some areas with 

net immigration. The IPHC staff have 
recommended a harvest rate of 25 
percent in Area 2C, 20 percent in Areas 
3A, 3B, and 4A, and 15 percent in Areas 
4 B, C, D, and E. The current exploitable 
halibut biomass in Alaska for 2007 was 
estimated to be 169,000 mt, down from 
189,543 mt in 2006. The female 
spawning biomass remains far above the 
minimum which occurred in the 1970s. 

The exploitable biomass of the Pacific 
halibut stock peaked at 326,520 mt in 
1988. According to the IPHC, the long- 
term average reproductive biomass for 
the Pacific halibut resource was 
estimated at 118,000 mt. Long-term 
average yield was estimated at 26,980 
mt, round weight. The species is fully 
utilized. Recent average catches (1994– 
2004) in the commercial halibut 
fisheries in Alaska have averaged 34,241 
mt, round weight. Catch in waters off 
Alaska is 27 percent higher than long- 
term potential yield for the entire 
halibut stock, reflecting the good 
condition of the Pacific halibut 
resource. In December 2006, the IPHC 

recommended Alaska commercial catch 
limits totaling 33,560 mt, round weight, 
in 2007, a slight increase from 33,421 mt 
in 2006. Through December 31, 2006, 
commercial hook-and-line harvests of 
halibut off Alaska totaled 31,581 mt, 
round weight. 

Additional information on the Pacific 
halibut stock assessment may be found 
in the IPHC’s 2006 Pacific halibut stock 
assessment (December 2006), available 
on the IPHC website at http:// 
www.iphc.washington.edu. The IPHC 
will consider the 2006 Pacific halibut 
assessment for 2007 at its January 2007 
annual meeting when it sets the 2007 
commercial halibut fishery quotas. 

Other Factors 

The proposed 2006 and 2007 harvest 
specifications (71 FR 75437, December 
15, 2006) discuss potential impacts of 
expected fishing for groundfish on 
halibut stocks, as well as methods 
available for, and costs of, reducing 
halibut bycatch in the groundfish 
fisheries. 
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