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the second season, and 20 percent in the 
third season. For jig gear, the first 
season and third seasons are each 
allocated 40 percent of the ITAC and the 
second season is allocated 20 percent of 

the ITAC. Table 5 lists the 2007 and 
2008 allocations and seasonal 
apportionments of the Pacific cod ITAC. 
In accordance with § 679.20(a)(7)(ii)(D) 
and (a)(7)(iii)(B), any unused portion of 

a seasonal Pacific cod allowance will 
become available at the beginning of the 
next seasonal allowance. 

TABLE 5.—2007 AND 2008 GEAR SHARES AND SEASONAL ALLOWANCES OF THE BSAI PACIFIC COD ITAC 
[Amounts are in metric tons] 

Gear sector Percent 

2007 
share of 

gear 
sector 
total 

2007 
subtotal 
percent-
ages for 

gear 
sectors 

2007 
share of 

gear 
sector 
total 

2007 seasonal apportionment 1 2008 
share of 

gear 
sector 
total 

2008 
subtotal 
percent-
ages for 

gear 
sectors 

2008 
share of 

gear 
sector 
total 

2008 seasonal apportion-
ment 1 

Date Amount Date Amount 

Total hook-and-line/ 
pot gear.

51 80,537 n/a n/a n/a .......................... n/a 57,872 n/a n/a n/a .......................... n/a 

Hook-and-line/pot 
ICA.

n/a n/a n/a 500 n/a .......................... n/a n/a n/a 500 n/a .......................... n/a 

Hook-and-line/pot 
sub-total.

n/a 80,037 n/a n/a n/a .......................... n/a 57,372 n/a n/a n/a .......................... n/a 

Hook-and-line C/P .. n/a n/a 80 64,030 Jan 1–Jun 10 ......... 38,419 n/a 80 45,897 Jan 1–Jun 10 ......... 27,538 
.............. .............. .............. .............. Jun 10–Dec 31 ...... 25,611 .............. .............. .............. Jun 10–Dec 31 ...... 18,359 

Hook-and-line CV ... n/a n/a 0.3 240 Jan 1–Jun 10 ......... 144 n/a 0.3 172 Jan 1–Jun 10 ......... 103 
.............. .............. .............. .............. Jun 10–Dec 31 ...... 96 .............. .............. .............. Jun 10–Dec 31 ...... 69 

Pot C/P ................... n/a n/a 3.3 2,641 Jan 1–Jun 10 ......... 1,586 n/a 3.3 1,893 Jan 1–Jun 10 ......... 1,136 
.............. .............. .............. .............. Sept 1–Dec 31 ....... 1,055 .............. .............. .............. Sept 1–Dec 31 ....... 757 

Pot CV .................... n/a n/a 15 12,006 Jan 1–Jun 10 ......... 7,203 n/a 15 8,606 Jan 1–Jun 10 ......... 5,163 
.............. .............. .............. .............. Sept 1–Dec 31 ....... 4,803 .............. .............. .............. Sept 1–Dec 31 ....... 3,443 

CV < 60 ft LOA 
using Hook-and- 
line or Pot gear.

n/a n/a 1.4 1,121 n/a .......................... n/a n/a 1.4 803 n/a .......................... n/a 

Total Trawl Gear .... 47 74,221 n/a n/a n/a .......................... n/a 53,333 n/a n/a n/a .......................... n/a 
Trawl CV ......... .............. .............. 50 37,110 Jan 20–Apr 1 ......... 25,977 .............. 50 26,666 Jan 20–Apr 1 ......... 18,666 

.............. .............. .............. n/a Apr 1–Jun 10 ......... 3,711 .............. .............. n/a Apr 1–Jun 10 ......... 2,667 

.............. .............. .............. n/a Jun 10–Nov 1 ........ 7,422 .............. .............. n/a Jun 10–Nov 1 ........ 5,333 
Trawl CP ......... .............. .............. 50 37,110 Jan 20–Apr 1 ......... 18,555 .............. 50 26,666 Jan 20–Apr 1 ......... 13,333 

.............. .............. .............. n/a Apr 1–Jun 10 ......... 11,133 .............. .............. n/a Apr 1–Jun 10 ......... 8,000 

.............. .............. .............. n/a Jun 10–Nov 1 ........ 7,422 .............. .............. n/a Jun 10–Nov 1 ........ 5,333 
Jig ........................... 2 3,158 n/a n/a Jan 1–Apr 30 ......... 1,263 2,269 n/a n/a Jan 1–Apr 30 ......... 908 

.............. .............. n/a n/a Apr 30–Aug 31 ....... 632 .............. n/a n/a Apr 30–Aug 31 ....... 453 

.............. .............. n/a n/a Aug 31–Dec 31 ...... 1,263 .............. n/a n/a Aug 31–Dec 31 ...... 908 

Total ......... 100 157,916 n/a n/a n/a .......................... n/a 113,474 n/a n/a n/a .......................... n/a 

1 For most non-trawl gear the first season is allocated 60 percent of the ITAC and the second season is allocated 40 percent of the ITAC. For jig gear, the first sea-
son and third seasons are each allocated 40 percent of the ITAC and the second season is allocated 20 percent of the ITAC. No seasonal harvest constraints are im-
posed for the Pacific cod fishery by catcher vessels less than 60 ft (18.3 m) LOA using hook-and-line or pot gear. For trawl gear, the first season is allocated 60 per-
cent of the ITAC and the second and third seasons are each allocated 20 percent of the ITAC. The trawl catcher vessels’ allocation is further allocated as 70 percent 
in the first season, 10 percent in the second season and 20 percent in the third season. The trawl catcher/processors’ allocation is allocated 50 percent in the first 
season, 30 percent in the second season and 20 percent in the third season. Any unused portion of a seasonal Pacific cod allowance will be reapportioned to the 
next seasonal allowance. 

Sablefish Gear Allocation 

Sections 679.20(a)(4)(iii) and (iv) 
require the allocation of sablefish TACs 
for the Bering Sea and AI subareas 
between trawl and hook-and-line or pot 
gear. Gear allocations of the TACs for 
the Bering Sea subarea are 50 percent 
for trawl gear and 50 percent for hook- 
and-line or pot gear and for the AI 
subarea are 25 percent for trawl gear and 
75 percent for hook-and-line or pot gear. 

Section 679.20(b)(1)(iii)(B) requires 
apportionment of 20 percent of the 
hook-and-line and pot gear allocation of 
sablefish to the CDQ reserve. The 
Council recommended that only trawl 
sablefish TAC be established biennially. 
The harvest specifications for the hook- 
and-line gear and pot gear sablefish 
Individual Fishing Quota (IFQ) fisheries 
will be limited to the 2007 fishing year 
to ensure those fisheries are conducted 
concurrent with the halibut IFQ fishery. 

Concurrent sablefish and halibut IFQ 
fisheries would reduce the potential for 
discards of halibut and sablefish in 
those fisheries. The sablefish IFQ 
fisheries will remain closed at the 
beginning of each fishing year until the 
final specifications for the sablefish IFQ 
fisheries are in effect. Table 6 lists the 
2007 and 2008 gear allocations of the 
sablefish TAC and CDQ reserve 
amounts. 

TABLE 6.—2007 AND 2008 GEAR SHARES AND CDQ RESERVE OF BSAI SABLEFISH TACS 
[Amounts are in metric tons] 

Subarea and gear Percent of 
TAC 

2007 Share 
of TAC 2007 ITAC 2007 CDQ 

reserve 
2008 Share 

of TAC 2008 ITAC 2008 CDQ 
reserve 

Bering Sea: 
Trawl 1 ............................................... 50 1,490 1,266 112 1,485 1,263 111 
Hook-and-line/pot gear 2 ................... 50 1,490 1,192 298 n/a n/a n/a 

Total ........................................... 100 2,980 2,458 410 1,485 1,263 111 
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TABLE 6.—2007 AND 2008 GEAR SHARES AND CDQ RESERVE OF BSAI SABLEFISH TACS—Continued 
[Amounts are in metric tons] 

Subarea and gear Percent of 
TAC 

2007 Share 
of TAC 2007 ITAC 2007 CDQ 

reserve 
2008 Share 

of TAC 2008 ITAC 2008 CDQ 
reserve 

Aleutian Islands: 
Trawl 1 ............................................... 25 702 597 52 700 596 52 
Hook-and-line/pot gear 2 ................... 75 2,108 1,686 422 n/a n/a n/a 

Total ........................................... 100 2,810 2,283 474 2,800 596 52 

1 Except for the sablefish hook-and-line or pot gear allocation, 15 percent of TAC is apportioned to the reserve. The ITAC is the remainder of 
the TAC after the subtraction of these reserves. 

2 For the portion of the sablefish TAC allocated to vessels using hook-and-line or pot gear, 20 percent of the allocated TAC is reserved for use 
by CDQ participants. The Council recommended that specifications for the hook-and-line gear sablefish IFQ fisheries be limited to 1 year. 

Allocation of PSC Limits for Halibut, 
Salmon, Crab, and Herring 

Section 679.21(e) sets forth the BSAI 
PSC limits. Pursuant to § 679.21(e)(1)(v) 
and (e)(2)(i), the BSAI halibut mortality 
limits are 3,675 mt for trawl fisheries 
and 900 mt for the non-trawl fisheries. 
Section 679.21(e)(1)(i) allocates 7.5 
percent of these halibut mortality limits 
as the PSQ reserve for use by the 
groundfish CDQ program. Section 
679.21(e)(1)(vii) specifies 29,000 fish as 
the 2007 and 2008 Chinook salmon PSC 
limit for the Bering Sea subarea pollock 
fishery. Section 679.21(e)(1)(i) allocates 
7.5 percent, or 2,175 Chinook salmon, as 
the PSQ reserve for the CDQ program 
and allocates the remaining 26,825 
Chinook salmon to the non-CDQ 
fisheries. Section 679.21(e)(1)(ix) 
specifies 700 fish as the 2007 and 2008 
Chinook salmon PSC limit for the AI 
subarea pollock fishery. Section 
679.21(e)(1)(i) allocates 7.5 percent, or 
53 Chinook salmon, as the AI subarea 
PSQ for the CDQ program and allocates 
the remaining 647 Chinook salmon to 
the non-CDQ fisheries. Section 
679.21(e)(1)(viii) specifies 42,000 fish as 
the 2007 and 2008 non-Chinook salmon 
PSC limit. Section 679.21(e)(1)(i) 
allocates 7.5 percent, or 3,150 non- 
Chinook salmon, as the PSQ for the 
CDQ program and allocates the 
remaining 38,850 non-Chinook salmon 
to the non-CDQ fisheries. 

PSC limits for crab and herring are 
specified annually based on abundance 
and spawning biomass. The red king 
crab mature female abundance is 
estimated from the 2006 survey data at 
29.7 million red king crabs and the 
effective spawning biomass is estimated 
as 157 million pounds (71,215 mt). 
Based on the criteria set out at 
§ 679.21(e)(1)(ii), the 2007 and 2008 PSC 
limit of red king crab in Zone 1 for trawl 
gear is 197,000 animals. This limit 
results from the mature female 
abundance being above 8.4 million king 
crab and the effective spawning biomass 

estimate being greater than 55 million 
pounds (24,948 mt). 

Section 679.21(e)(3)(ii)(B) establishes 
criteria under which NMFS must 
specify an annual red king crab bycatch 
limit for the Red King Crab Savings 
Subarea (RKCSS). The regulations limit 
the RKCSS to up to 35 percent of the 
trawl bycatch allowance specified for 
the rock sole/flathead sole/‘‘other 
flatfish’’ fishery category based on the 
need to optimize the groundfish harvest 
relative to red king crab bycatch. The 
Council recommended, and NMFS 
approves, a red king crab bycatch limit 
equal to 35 percent of the trawl bycatch 
allowance specified for the rock sole/ 
flathead sole/‘‘other flatfish’’ fishery 
category within the RKCSS. 

Based on 2006 survey data, Tanner 
crab (Chionoecetes bairdi) abundance is 
estimated as 866 million animals. Given 
the criteria set out at § 679.21(e)(1)(iii), 
the 2007 and 2008 C. bairdi crab PSC 
limit for trawl gear is 980,000 animals 
in Zone 1 and 2,970,000 animals in 
Zone 2. These limits result from the C. 
bairdi crab abundance estimate of over 
400 million animals. 

Pursuant to § 679.21(e)(1)(iv), the PSC 
limit for snow crab (C. opilio) is based 
on total abundance as indicated by the 
NMFS annual bottom trawl survey. The 
C. opilio crab PSC limit is set at 0.1133 
percent of the Bering Sea abundance 
index. Based on the 2006 survey 
estimate of 3.25 billion animals, the 
calculated limit is 4,350,000 animals. 

Pursuant to § 679.21(e)(1)(i), 7.5 
percent of each PSC limit specified for 
halibut and crab is allocated as a PSQ 
reserve for use by the groundfish CDQ 
program. 

Pursuant to § 679.21(e)(1)(vi), the PSC 
limit of Pacific herring caught while 
conducting any trawl operation for BSAI 
groundfish is 1 percent of the annual 
eastern Bering Sea herring biomass. The 
best estimate of 2007 and 2008 herring 
biomass is 178,652 mt. This amount was 
derived using 2006 survey data and an 
age-structured biomass projection model 
developed by the Alaska Department of 

Fish and Game. Therefore, the herring 
PSC limit for 2007 and 2008 is 1,787 mt. 

Section § 679.21(e)(3) requires the 
apportionment of each trawl PSC limit 
into PSC bycatch allowances for seven 
specified fishery categories. Section 
679.21(e)(4)(ii) authorizes the 
apportionment of the non-trawl halibut 
PSC limit into PSC bycatch allowances 
among five fishery categories. Table 7 
lists the fishery bycatch allowances for 
the trawl and non-trawl fisheries. 

Section 679.21(e)(4)(ii) authorizes the 
exemption of specified non-trawl 
fisheries from the halibut PSC limit. As 
in past years, NMFS, after consultation 
with the Council, exempts pot gear, jig 
gear, and the sablefish IFQ hook-and- 
line gear fishery categories from halibut 
bycatch restrictions because (1) The pot 
gear fisheries have low halibut bycatch 
mortality, (2) halibut mortality for the 
jig gear fleet is assumed to be negligible, 
and (3) the sablefish and halibut IFQ 
fisheries have low halibut bycatch 
mortality because the IFQ program 
(subpart D of 50 CFR part 679) requires 
legal-sized halibut to be retained by 
vessels using hook-and-line gear if a 
halibut IFQ permit holder or a hired 
master is aboard and is holding unused 
halibut IFQ. In 2006, total groundfish 
catch for the pot gear fishery in the 
BSAI was approximately 19,721 mt, 
with an associated halibut bycatch 
mortality of about 5 mt. The 2006 jig 
gear fishery harvested about 84 mt of 
groundfish. Most vessels in the jig gear 
fleet are less than 60 ft (18.3 m) LOA 
and thus are exempt from observer 
coverage requirements. As a result, 
observer data are not available on 
halibut bycatch in the jig gear fishery. 
However, a negligible amount of halibut 
bycatch mortality is assumed because of 
the selective nature of jig gear and the 
low mortality rate of halibut caught with 
jig gear and released. 

Section 679.21(e)(5) authorizes 
NMFS, after consultation with the 
Council, to establish seasonal 
apportionments of PSC amounts in 
order to maximize the ability of the fleet 
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