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AFA Catcher/Processor and Catcher 
Vessel Sideboard Directed Fishing 
Closures 

The Regional Administrator has 
determined that many of the AFA 
catcher/processor and catcher vessel 
sideboard limits listed in Tables 14 and 
15 are necessary as incidental catch to 
support other anticipated groundfish 
fisheries for the 2008 fishing year. In 
accordance with § 679.20(d)(1)(iv), the 
Regional Administrator establishes the 
sideboard limits listed in Tables 14 and 
15 as DFAs. The Regional Administrator 
finds that many of these DFAs will be 
reached before the end of the year. 

Therefore, in accordance with 
§ 679.20(d)(1)(iii), NMFS is prohibiting 
directed fishing by listed AFA catcher/ 
processors for the species in the 
specified areas set out in Table 14 and 
directed fishing by non-exempt AFA 
catcher vessels for the species in the 
specified areas set out in Table 15. This 
action changes Table 14 by increasing 
the 2008 sideboard limit for rock sole 
from 2,359 mt to 2,478 mt. The 2008 
rock sole sideboard limit increased for 
Amendment 80 species because the 
allocation to the ITAC increased from 85 
percent to 89.3 percent. Also, this action 
adds flathead sole to Table 14 because 
flathead sole is fully allocated to the 

non-AFA trawl catcher/processors. This 
action changes Table 15 by increasing 
the 2008 sideboard limit for flathead 
sole from 1,932 mt to 2,029 mt. The 
2008 flathead sole sideboard limit 
increased for Amendment 80 species 
because the allocation to the ITAC 
increased from 85 percent to 89.3 
percent. Also, this action adds rock sole 
to Table 14 because rock sole is fully 
allocated to the non-AFA trawl catcher/ 
processors. The revised Tables 14 and 
15 below replace Tables 14 and 15 in 
the final harvest specifications (72 FR 
9467). 
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