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TABLE 26.—2008 AND 2009 NON-EXEMPT AFA CATCHER VESSEL SIDEBOARD DIRECTED FISHING CLOSURES FOR ALL 
GEAR TYPES IN THE GOA 

[Amounts needed for incidental catch in other directed fisheries are in metric tons] 

Species Regulatory area/district Amount 

Pacific cod ................................................................................ Eastern ..................................................................................... 17 (inshore) 
2 (offshore). 

Deep-water flatfish ................................................................... Western .................................................................................... 0. 
Rex sole ................................................................................... Western .................................................................................... 1. 
Flathead sole ........................................................................... Eastern and Western ............................................................... 19 and 7 (2008) 

20 and 70 (2009). 
Arrowtooth flounder .................................................................. Eastern and Western ............................................................... 17 and 10. 
Northern rockfish ...................................................................... Western .................................................................................... 1. 
Pelagic shelf rockfish ............................................................... Entire GOA .............................................................................. 0(W), 0(C), 4(E). 
Demersal shelf rockfish ........................................................... SEO District ............................................................................. 1. 

Section 680.22 provides for the 
management of non-AFA crab vessel 
groundfish harvest limits using directed 
fishing closures in accordance with 
§ 680.22(e)(2) and (3). The Regional 
Administrator has determined that the 
non-AFA crab vessel sideboards listed 
in Tables 17 and 18 are insufficient to 
support a directed fishery and set the 
sideboard DFA at zero, with the 
exception of Pacific cod in the Western 
and Central Regulatory Areas. 
Therefore, in accordance with 
§ 680.22(e)(3), NMFS is prohibiting 
directed fishing by non-AFA crab 
vessels in the GOA for all species and 
species groups listed in Tables 17 and 
18, with the exception of Pacific cod in 
the Western and Central Regulatory 
Areas. 

Section 679.82 provides for the 
management of Rockfish Program 
sideboard limits using directed fishing 
closures in accordance with 
§ 679.82(d)(7)(i) and (ii). The Regional 
Administrator has determined that the 
catcher vessel sideboards listed in 
Tables 19 and 20 are insufficient to 
support a directed fishery and set the 
sideboard DFA at zero. Therefore, 
NMFS is closing directed fishing for 
pelagic shelf rockfish and Pacific ocean 
perch in the WYK District and the 
Western Regulatory Area and for 
northern rockfish in the Western 
Regulatory Area by catcher vessels 
participating in the Central GOA 
Rockfish Program during the month of 
July in 2008 and 2009. These closures 
will remain in effect through 2400 hrs, 
A.l.t., December 31, 2009. 

Under authority of the final 2007 
specifications (72 FR 9676, March 5, 
2007), pollock fishing opened on 
January 20, 2008, for the amounts 
specified in that notice. NMFS has since 
closed Statistical Area 610 to directed 
fishing for pollock effective 1200 hrs, 
A.l.t., January 22, 2008 (73 FR 4493, 
January 25, 2008), until 1200 hrs, A.l.t., 
March 10, 2008. NMFS closed Statistical 

Area 630 to directed fishing for pollock 
effective 1200 hrs, A.l.t., January 22, 
2008 (73 FR 4494, January 25, 2008), 
until 1200 hrs, A.l.t., January 25, 2008, 
and 1200 hrs, A.l.t., January 27, 2008, 
until 1200 hrs, A.l.t., March 10, 2008 (73 
FR 5128, January 29, 2008). NMFS 
rescinds the closure in the Chiniak 
Gully Research Area of the GOA to all 
commercial trawl fishing and testing of 
trawl gear from August 1 to September 
20, 2008 (73 FR 1555, January 9, 2008). 
NMFS prohibited directed fishing for 
species that comprise the shallow-water 
species fishery by Amendment 80 
vessels subject to sideboard limits in the 
GOA effective 1200 hrs, A.l.t., January 
23, 2008 (73 FR 4760, January 28, 2008), 
until 1200 hrs, A.l.t., January 29, 2008 
(73 FR 6055, February 1, 2008). NMFS 
prohibited directed fishing for the A 
season allowance of the 2008 Pacific 
cod sideboard limits apportioned to 
non-AFA crab vessels catching Pacific 
cod for processing by the inshore 
component in the Western Regulatory 
Area of the GOA effective 1200 hrs, 
A.l.t., February 4, 2008, until September 
1, 2008 (73 FR 7224, February 7, 2008). 
NMFS prohibited directed fishing for 
the A season allowance of the 2008 
Pacific cod sideboard limits apportioned 
to non-AFA crab vessels catching 
Pacific cod for processing by the inshore 
component in the Central Regulatory 
Area of the GOA effective 1200 hrs, 
A.l.t., February 9, 2008, until September 
1, 2008 (73 FR 8229, February 13, 2008). 
NMFS prohibited directed fishing for 
Pacific cod by vessels catching Pacific 
cod for processing by the inshore 
component of the Central Regulatory 
Area of the GOA, effective 12 noon, 
Alaska local time, February 20, 2008, 
through September 1, 2008 (73 FR 
XXXX, February XX, 2008). While these 
closures are in effect, the maximum 
retainable amounts at § 679.20(e) and (f) 
apply at any time during a fishing trip. 
These closures to directed fishing are in 
addition to closures and prohibitions 

found in regulations at 50 CFR part 679. 
NMFS may implement other closures 
during the 2008 and 2009 fishing years 
as necessary for effective conservation 
and management. 

Response to Comments 

NMFS received two letters of 
comment (five comments) in response to 
the proposed 2008 and 2009 harvest 
specifications. These comments are 
summarized and responded to below. 

Comment 1: Explain why the catch 
specifications as reported in the 
proposed harvest specifications 
published in the Federal Register do not 
match the actual numbers discussed and 
recommended by the Groundfish Plan 
Teams, Scientific and Statistical 
Committee, or the North Pacific Fishery 
Management Council in December 2007. 

Response: NMFS’s primary objective 
in the harvest specifications process is 
the conservation and management of 
fish resources. The harvest 
specifications process was developed to 
balance the use of the best available 
scientific information from the most 
recent Stock Assessment and Fishery 
Evaluation (SAFE) reports with the 
notice and comment procedures 
required by the Administrative 
Procedure Act that allow public 
participation in the development of 
rules for more informed agency decision 
making. Chapter 3 of the Alaska 
Groundfish Harvest Specifications Final 
Environmental Impact Statement, 
January 2007, provides a detailed 
description of the harvest specifications 
process and is available on the NMFS 
website at http://www.fakr.noaa.gov/ 
analyses/specs/eis/final.pdf. 

As explained in the proposed harvest 
specifications, the Council 
recommended the proposed harvest 
specifications for 2008 and 2009 in 
October 2007. NMFS then published the 
proposed harvest specifications in the 
Federal Register (72 FR 68810, 
December 6, 2007, and 72 FR 68833, 
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