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TABLE 11.—FINAL 2008 AND 2009 APPORTIONMENT OF PACIFIC HALIBUT PSC TRAWL LIMITS BETWEEN THE TRAWL 
GEAR DEEP-WATER SPECIES COMPLEX AND THE SHALLOW-WATER SPECIES COMPLEX 

[values are in metric tons] 

Season 
Shallow-water 

species 
complex 

Deep-water 
species complex Total 

January 20–April 1 ....................................................... 450 100 ................................................................................ 550 
April 1–July 1 ................................................................ 100 300 ................................................................................ 400 
July 1–September 1 ..................................................... 200 400 ................................................................................ 600 
September 1–October 1 ............................................... 150 Any remainder .............................................................. 150 

Subtotal January 20–October 1 ............................ 900 800 ................................................................................ 1,700 
October 1–December 31 1 ............................................ n/a n/a ................................................................................. 300 

Total ............................................................... n/a n/a ................................................................................. 2,000 

1 No apportionment between shallow-water and deep-water fishery complexes during the 5th season (October 1–December 31). 

Estimated Halibut Bycatch in Prior 
Years 

The best available information on 
estimated halibut bycatch is data 
collected by observers during 2007. The 
calculated halibut bycatch mortality by 
trawl, hook-and-line, and pot gear 
through December 8, 2007, is 1,922 mt, 
271 mt, and 18 mt, respectively, and a 
total halibut mortality of 2,211 mt. 

Halibut bycatch restrictions 
seasonally constrained trawl gear 
fisheries during the 2007 fishing year. 
Trawling during the second season 
closed for the deep-water species 
category on May 17 (72 FR 28620, May 
22, 2007), and during the third season 
on August 10 (72 FR 45697, August 15, 
2007). Trawling during the second 
season closed for the shallow-water 
species category on June 4 (72 FR 31472, 
June 7, 2007), and during the third 
season on August 10 (72 FR 45697, 
August 15, 2007). To prevent exceeding 
the fourth season halibut PSC limit for 
the shallow-water species category, 
directed fishing using trawl gear was 
limited to three 12-hour open periods 

on September 1 (72 FR 49229, August 
28, 2007), September 6 (72 FR 51717, 
September 11, 2007), and September 11 
(72 FR 52491, September 14, 2007), and 
to one 48-hour period beginning 
September 21 (72 FR 54603, September 
26, 2007). Trawling for all groundfish 
targets (with the exception of pollock by 
vessels using pelagic trawl gear) closed 
for the fifth season on October 8 (72 FR 
57888, October 11, 2007), reopened on 
October 10 (72 FR 58261, October 15, 
2007) until October 15 (72 FR 59038, 
October 18, 2007), and reopened on 
October 22 (72 FR 60586, October 25, 
2007). Fishing for groundfish using 
hook-and-line gear has remained open 
throughout 2007 as the halibut PSC 
limit was not reached. The amount of 
groundfish that trawl gear might have 
harvested if halibut PSC limits had not 
restricted the 2007 season is unknown. 

Expected Changes in Groundfish Stocks 
and Catch 

The final 2008 and 2009 ABCs for 
pollock (in 2009), deep-water flatfish, 
shallow-water flatfish, rex sole (in 

2008), arrowtooth flounder, flathead 
sole, Pacific ocean perch, rougheye, 
shortraker, and other rockfish, and other 
skates are higher than those established 
for 2007. However, the final 2008 and 
2009 ABCs for pollock (in 2008), Pacific 
cod, sablefish, rex sole (in 2009), 
northern, pelagic shelf, thornyhead, and 
demersal shelf rockfish, and big and 
longnose skates are lower than those 
established for 2007. For the remaining 
target species, the Council 
recommended that ABC levels remain 
unchanged from 2007. More information 
on these changes is included in the final 
SAFE report (November 2007) and in 
the Council, SSC, and AP minutes from 
the December 2007 meeting available 
from the Council (see ADDRESSES). 

In the GOA, the total final TAC 
amounts are 262,826 mt for 2008, and 
279,264 mt for 2009, a decrease of about 
3 percent in 2008 and an increase of 
about 3 percent in 2009 from the 2007 
TAC total of 269,912 mt. Table 12 
compares the final TACs for 2007 to the 
final TACs for 2008 and 2009. 

TABLE 12.—COMPARISON OF FINAL 2007 AND FINAL 2008 AND 2009 TOTAL ALLOWABLE CATCH IN THE GULF OF ALASKA 
[Values are rounded to the nearest metric ton] 

Species 2007 2008 2009 

Pollock ......................................................................................................................................... 68,307 60,810 78,170 
Pacific cod ................................................................................................................................... 52,264 50,269 50,269 
Deep-water flatfish ....................................................................................................................... 8,707 8,903 9,172 
Rex sole ....................................................................................................................................... 9,100 9,132 8,468 
Flathead sole ............................................................................................................................... 9,148 11,054 11,215 
Shallow-water flatfish ................................................................................................................... 19,972 22,256 22,256 
Arrowtooth flounder ..................................................................................................................... 43,000 43,000 43,000 
Sablefish ...................................................................................................................................... 14,310 12,730 11,633 
Pacific ocean perch ..................................................................................................................... 14,636 14,999 15,072 
Shortraker rockfish ....................................................................................................................... 843 898 898 
Rougheye rockfish ....................................................................................................................... 988 1,286 1,279 
Other rockfish .............................................................................................................................. 1,482 1,730 1,730 
Northern rockfish ......................................................................................................................... 4,938 4,549 4,349 
Pelagic shelf rockfish ................................................................................................................... 5,542 5,227 5,140 
Thornyhead rockfish .................................................................................................................... 2,209 1,910 1,910 
Big skates .................................................................................................................................... 3,544 3,330 3,330 
Longnose skates .......................................................................................................................... 2,895 2,887 2,887 
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