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Halibut PSC Limits 
Section 679.21(d) establishes the 

annual halibut PSC limit 
apportionments to trawl and hook-and- 
line gear and permits the establishment 
of apportionments for pot gear. In 
December 2007, the Council 
recommended that NMFS maintain the 
2007 halibut PSC limits of 2,000 mt for 
the trawl fisheries and 300 mt for the 
hook-and-line fisheries. Ten mt of the 
hook-and-line limit is further allocated 
to the DSR fishery in the SEO District. 
The DSR fishery is defined at 
§ 679.21(d)(4)(iii)(A). This fishery has 
been apportioned 10 mt in recognition 
of its small-scale harvests. Most vessels 
in the DSR fishery are less than 60 ft 
(18.3 m) length overall (LOA) and are 
exempt from observer coverage. 
Therefore, observer data are not 
available to verify actual bycatch 
amounts. NMFS assumes the halibut 
bycatch in the DSR fishery is low 
because of the short soak times for the 
gear and duration of the DSR fishery. 
Also, the DSR fishery occurs in the 
winter when less overlap occurs in the 
distribution of DSR and halibut. 

Section 679.21(d)(4)(i) authorizes the 
exemption of specified non-trawl 
fisheries from the halibut PSC limit. 
NMFS, after consultation with the 
Council, exempts pot gear, jig gear, and 
the sablefish IFQ hook-and-line gear 
fishery from the non-trawl halibut limit 
for 2008 and 2009. The Council 

recommended these exemptions 
because (1) the pot gear fisheries have 
low annual halibut bycatch mortality 
(averaging 18 mt annually from 2001 
through 2007); (2) the halibut and 
sablefish IFQ fisheries have low halibut 
bycatch mortality because the IFQ 
program requires retention of legal-sized 
halibut by vessels using hook-and-line 
gear if a halibut IFQ permit holder is 
aboard and is holding unused halibut 
IFQ; and (3) halibut mortality for the jig 
gear fisheries is assumed to be 
negligible. Halibut mortality is assumed 
to be negligible in the jig gear fisheries 
given the small amount of groundfish 
harvested by jig gear (averaging 323 mt 
annually from 2001 through 2006 and 
51 mt through December 31, 2007), the 
selective nature of jig gear, and the high 
survival rates of halibut caught and 
released with jig gear. 

Section 679.21(d)(5) gives NMFS the 
authority to seasonally apportion the 
halibut PSC limits after consultation 
with the Council. The FMP and 
regulations require the Council and 
NMFS consider the following 
information in seasonally apportioning 
halibut PSC limits: (1) Seasonal 
distribution of halibut; (2) seasonal 
distribution of target groundfish species 
relative to halibut distribution; (3) 
expected halibut bycatch needs on a 
seasonal basis relative to changes in 
halibut biomass and expected catch of 
target groundfish species; (4) expected 

bycatch rates on a seasonal basis; (5) 
expected changes in directed groundfish 
fishing seasons; (6) expected actual start 
of fishing effort; and (7) economic 
effects of establishing seasonal halibut 
allocations on segments of the target 
groundfish industry. 

The final 2007 and 2008 groundfish 
harvest specifications (72 FR 9676, 
March 5, 2007) summarized the Council 
and NMFS’s findings with respect to 
each of these FMP considerations. The 
Council and NMFS’s findings for 2008 
and 2009 are unchanged from 2007. The 
opening dates and halibut PSC 
limitations for vessels using trawl gear 
participating in the Rockfish Program in 
the Central Regulatory Area are 
described in the final rule to implement 
the Rockfish Program (71 FR 67210, 
November 20, 2006). 

NMFS concurs in the Council’s 
recommendations listed in Table 10, 
which shows the final 2008 and 2009 
Pacific halilbut PSC limits, allowances, 
and apportionments. Sections 
679.21(d)(5)(iii) and (iv) specify that any 
underages or overages of a seasonal 
apportionment of a PSC limit will be 
deducted from or added to the next 
respective seasonal apportionment 
within the fishing year. The information 
to establish the halibut PSC limits was 
obtained from the 2007 SAFE report, 
NMFS, ADF&G, the IPHC, and public 
testimony. 

TABLE 10.—FINAL 2008 AND 2009 PACIFIC HALIBUT PSC LIMITS, ALLOWANCES, AND APPORTIONMENTS 
[Values are in metric tons] 

Trawl gear Hook-and-line gear 1 

Season Amount 
Other than DSR DSR 

Season Amount Season Amount 

January 20–April 1 ................ 550 (27.5%) January 1–June 10 ............... 250 (86%) January 1–December 31 ...... 10 (100%) 
April 1–July 1 ......................... 400 (20%) June 10–September 1 .......... 5 (2%) ............................................... ........................
July 1–September 1 .............. 600 (30%) September 1–December 31 35 (12%) ............................................... ........................
September 1–October 1 ........ 150 (7.5%) n/a ......................................... n/a ............................................... ........................
October 1–December 31 ....... 300 (15%) n/a ......................................... n/a ............................................... ........................

Total ............................... 2,000 (100%) n/a ......................................... 290 (100%) ............................................... 10 (100%) 

1 The Pacific halibut PSC limit for hook-and-line gear is allocated to the demersal shelf rockfish (DSR) fishery and fisheries other than DSR. 
The hook-and-line sablefish fishery is exempt from halibut PSC limits. 

Section 679.21(d)(3)(ii) authorizes 
further apportionment of the trawl 
halibut PSC limit to trawl fishery 
categories. The annual apportionments 
are based on each category’s 
proportional share of the anticipated 
halibut bycatch mortality during the 
fishing year and optimization of the 
total amount of groundfish harvest 

under the halibut PSC limit. The fishery 
categories for the trawl halibut PSC 
limits are (1) a deep-water species 
complex, comprised of sablefish, 
rockfish, deep-water flatfish, rex sole 
and arrowtooth flounder; and (2) a 
shallow-water species complex, 
comprised of pollock, Pacific cod, 
shallow-water flatfish, flathead sole, 

Atka mackerel, skates, and ‘‘other 
species’’ (§ 679.21(d)(3)(iii)). Table 11 
lists the final 2008 and 2009 
apportionments of Pacific halibut PSC 
trawl limits between the trawl gear 
deep-water species complex and 
shallow-water species complex. 
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