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D.3.5 Description of Essential Fish Habitat for Alaska Stocks of Pacific Salmon

D.3.5.1 EFH Information Levels for Alaska Stocks of Pacific Salmon

Salmon
Species

Freshwater
Eggs

Freshwater Larvae
and Juveniles

Estuarine
Juveniles

Marine
Juveniles

Marine Immature
and Maturing Adults

Freshwater
Adults

Pink 1 1 1 1 1 1

Chum 1 1 1 1 1 1

Sockeye 1 1 1 1 1 1

Chinook 1 1 1 1 1 1

Coho 1 1 1 1 1 1

D.3.5.2 EFH Text Descriptions for Alaska Stocks of Pacific Salmon

EFH Description for Pink Salmon

Freshwater Eggs
EFH for pink salmon eggs is the general distribution area for this life stage, located in gravel substrates in
those waters identified in ADF&G’s Catalogue of Waters Important for the Spawning, Rearing, or
Migration of Anadromous Fishes (ADF&G 1998a), as depicted in Figures D-156 through D-161.

Freshwater Larvae and Juveniles
EFH for larval and juvenile pink salmon is the general distribution area for this life stage, located in
those waters identified in ADF&G’s Catalogue of Waters Important for the Spawning, Rearing, or
Migration of Anadromous Fishes (ADF&G 1998a) and contiguous rearing areas within the boundaries of
ordinary high water during the spring, generally migrate in darkness in the upper water column.  Fry
leave streams in within 15 days and the duration of migration from a stream towards sea may last
2 months, as depicted in Figures D-156 through D-161.

Estuarine Juveniles
Estuarine EFH for juvenile pink salmon is the general distribution area for this life stage, located in
estuarine areas, as identified by the salinity transition zone (ecotone) and the mean higher tide line,
within nearshore waters and generally present from late April through June, as depicted in Figures D-156
through D-161.

Marine Juveniles
Marine EFH for juvenile pink salmon is the general distribution area for this life stage, located in all
marine waters off the coast of Alaska from the mean higher tide line to the 200-nautical mile (nm) limit
of the U.S. EEZ, including the GOA, EBS, Chukchi Sea, and Arctic Ocean, as depicted in Figure D-162.

Marine Immature and Maturing Adults
EFH for immature and maturing adult pink salmon is the general distribution area for this life stage,
located in marine waters off the coast of Alaska to depths of 200 m and range from the mean higher tide
line to the 200-nm limit of the U.S. EEZ, including the GOA, EBS, Chukchi Sea, and Arctic Ocean. 
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Mature adult pink salmon frequently spawn in intertidal areas and are know to associate with smaller
coastal streams, as depicted in Figure D-162. 

Freshwater Adults
EFH for pink salmon is the general distribution area for this life stage, located in freshwaters identified in
ADF&G’s Catalogue of Waters Important for the Spawning, Rearing, or Migration of Anadromous
Fishes (ADF&G 1998a) and wherever there are spawning substrates consisting of medium to course
gravel containing less than 15 percent fine sediment (less than 2-mm diameter), 15 to 50 cm in depth
from June through September, as depicted in Figures D-156 through D-161.

EFH Description for Chum Salmon

Freshwater Eggs
EFH for chum salmon eggs is the general distribution area for this life stage, located in gravel substrates
in those waters identified in ADF&G’s Catalogue of Waters Important for the Spawning, Rearing, or
Migration of Anadromous Fishes (ADF&G 1998a), as depicted in Figures D-163 through D-168.

Freshwater Larvae and Juveniles
EFH for larval and juvenile chum salmon is the general distribution area for this life stage, located in
those waters identified in ADF&G’s Catalogue of Waters Important for the Spawning, Rearing, or
Migration of Anadromous Fishes (ADF&G 1998a) and contiguous rearing areas within the boundaries of
ordinary high water and contiguous rearing areas within the boundaries of ordinary high water during the
spring, generally migrate in darkness in the upper water column.  Fry leave streams in within 15 days and
the duration of migration from a stream towards sea may last 2 months, as depicted in Figures D-163
through D-168.

Estuarine Juveniles
Estuarine EFH for juvenile chum salmon is the general distribution area for this life stage, located in
estuarine areas, as identified by the salinity transition zone (ecotone) and the mean higher tide line,
within nearshore waters from late April through June, as depicted in Figures D-163 through D-168.

Marine Juveniles
Marine EFH for juvenile chum salmon is the general distribution area for this life stage, located in all
marine waters off the coast of Alaska to approximately 50 m in depth from the mean higher tide line to
the 200-nm limit of the EEZ, including the GOA, EBS, Chukchi Sea, and Arctic Ocean.Ocean, as
depicted in Figure D-169.

Marine Immature and Maturing Adults
EFH for immature and maturing adult chum salmon is the general distribution area for this life stage,
located in marine waters off the coast of Alaska to depths of 200 m and ranging from the mean higher
tide line to the 200-nm limit of the EEZ, including the GOA, EBS, Chukchi Sea, and Arctic Ocean, as
depicted in Figure D-169.

Freshwater Adults
EFH for chum salmon is the general distribution area for this life stage, located in freshwaters
identified in ADF&G’s Catalogue of Waters Important for the Spawning, Rearing, or Migration of
Anadromous Fishes (ADF&G 1998a) and wherever there are spawning substrates consisting of medium
to course gravel containing less than 15 percent fine sediment (less than 2-mm diameter) and finer
substrates can be used in upwelling areas of streams and sloughs from June through January, as depicted
in Figures D-163 through D-168.
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EFH Description for Sockeye Salmon

Freshwater Eggs
EFH for sockeye salmon eggs is the general distribution area for this life stage, located in gravel
substrates in those waters identified in ADF&G’s Catalogue of Waters Important for the Spawning,
Rearing, or Migration of Anadromous Fishes (ADF&G 1998a), as depicted in Figures D-170 through
D-175.

Freshwater Larvae and Juveniles
EFH for larval and juvenile sockeye salmon is the general distribution area for this life stage, located in
those waters identified in ADF&G’s Catalogue of Waters Important for the Spawning, Rearing, or
Migration of Anadromous Fishes (ADF&G 1998a) and contiguous rearing areas within the boundaries of
ordinary high water.  Juvenile sockeye salmon require year-round rearing habitat.  Fry generally migrate
downstream to a lake or, in systems lacking a freshwater lake, to estuarine and riverine rearing areas for
up to 2 years.  Fry out migration occurs from approximately April to November and smolts generally
migrate during the spring and summer, as depicted in Figures D-170 through D-175.

Estuarine Juveniles
Estuarine EFH for juvenile sockeye salmon is the general distribution area for this life stage, located in
estuarine areas, as identified by the salinity transition zone (ecotone) and the mean higher tide line,
within nearshore waters.  Under-yearling, yearling, and older smolts occupy estuaries from March
through early August, as depicted in Figures D-170 through D-175.

Marine Juveniles
Marine EFH for juvenile sockeye salmon is the general distribution area for this life stage, located in all
marine waters off the coast of Alaska to depths of 50 m and range from the mean higher tide line to the
200-nm limit of the U.S. EEZ, including the GOA, EBS, Chukchi Sea, and Arctic Ocean from mid-
summer until December of their first year at sea, as depicted in Figure D-176.

Marine Immature and Maturing Adults
EFH for immature and maturing adult sockeye salmon is the general distribution area for this life stage,
located in marine waters off the coast of Alaska to depths of 200 m and range from the mean higher tide
line to the 200-nm limit of the U.S. EEZ, including the GOA, EBS, Chukchi Sea, and Arctic Ocean, as
depicted in Figure D-176.

Freshwater Adults
EFH for sockeye salmon is the general distribution area for this life stage, located in freshwaters
identified in ADF&G’s Catalogue of Waters Important for the Spawning, Rearing, or Migration of
Anadromous Fishes (ADF&G 1998a) and wherever there are spawning substrates consisting of medium
to course gravel containing less than 15 percent fine sediment (less than 2-mm diam.) and finer substrates
can be used in upwelling areas of streams and sloughs from June through September.  Sockeye often
spawn in lake substrates, as well as in streams, as depicted in Figures D-170 through D-175.

EFH Description for Chinook Salmon

Freshwater Eggs
EFH for Chinook salmon eggs is the general distribution for this life stage, located in gravel substrates in
those waters identified in ADF&G’s Catalogue of Waters Important for the Spawning, Rearing, or
Migration of Anadromous Fishes (ADF&G 1998a) (see Figures D-177 through D-182).
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Freshwater Larvae and Juveniles
EFH for larval and juvenile Chinook salmon is the general distribution area for this life stage, located in
those waters identified in ADF&G’s Catalogue of Waters Important for the Spawning, Rearing, or
Migration of Anadromous Fishes (ADF&G 1998a) and contiguous rearing areas within the boundaries of
ordinary high water.  Juvenile Chinook salmon out-migrate from freshwater areas in April toward the sea
and may spend up to a year in a major tributaries or rivers, such as the Kenai, Yukon, Taku, and Copper
Rivers (see Figures D-177 through D-182).

Estuarine Juveniles
Estuarine EFH for juvenile Chinook salmon is the general distribution area for this life stage, located in
estuarine areas, as identified by the salinity transition zone (ecotone) and the mean higher tide line,
within nearshore waters.  Chinook salmon smolts and post-smolt juveniles may be present in these
estuarine habitats from April through September (see Figures D-177 through D-182).

Marine Juveniles
Marine EFH for juvenile Chinook salmon is the general distribution area for this life stage, located in all
marine waters off the coast of Alaska from the mean higher tide line to the 200-nm limit of the EEZ,
including the GOA, EBS, Chukchi Sea, and Arctic Ocean.  Juvenile marine Chinook salmon are at this
life stage from April until annulus formation in January or February during their first winter at sea
(see Figure D-183).  

Marine Immature and Maturing Adults
EFH for immature and maturing adult Chinook salmon is the general distribution area for this life stage,
located in marine waters off the coast of Alaska and ranging from the mean higher tide line to the 200-nm
limit of the U.S. EEZ, including the GOA, EBS, Chukchi Sea, and Arctic Ocean (see Figure D-183).

Freshwater Adults
EFH for adult Chinook salmon is the general distribution area for this life stage, located in fresh waters
identified in ADF&G’s Catalogue of Waters Important for the Spawning, Rearing, or Migration of
Anadromous Fishes (ADF&G 1998a) wherever there are spawning substrates consisting of gravels from
April through September (see Figures D-177 through D-182). 

EFH Description for Coho Salmon

Freshwater Eggs
EFH for coho salmon eggs is the general distribution area for this life stage, located in gravel substrates
in those waters identified in ADF&G’s Catalogue of Waters Important for the Spawning, Rearing, or
Migration of Anadromous Fishes (ADF&G 1998a), as depicted in Figures D-184 through D-189.

Freshwater Larvae and Juveniles
EFH for larval and juvenile coho salmon is the general distribution area for this life stage, located in
those waters identified in ADF&G’s Catalogue of Waters Important for the Spawning, Rearing, or
Migration of Anadromous Fishes (ADF&G 1998a) and contiguous rearing areas within the boundaries of
ordinary high water.  Fry generally migrate to a lake, slough, or estuary and rear in these areas for up to
2 years, as depicted in Figures D-184 through D-189.

Estuarine Juveniles
Estuarine EFH for juvenile coho salmon is the general distribution area for this life stage, located in
estuarine areas, as identified by the salinity transition zone (ecotone) and the mean higher tide line,
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within nearshore waters.  Juvenile coho salmon require year-round rearing habitat and also migration
habitat from April to November to provide access to and from the estuary.

Marine Juveniles
Marine EFH for juvenile coho salmon is the general distribution area for this life stage, located in all
marine waters off the coast of Alaska from the mean higher tide line to the 200-nm limit of the U.S. EEZ,
including the GOA, EBS, Chukchi Sea, and Arctic Ocean, as depicted in Figure D-190.

Marine Immature and Maturing Adults
EFH for immature and maturing adult coho salmon is the general distribution area for this life stage,
located in marine waters off the coast of Alaska to 200 m in depth and range from the mean higher tide
line to the 200-nm limit of the U.S. EEZ, including the GOA, EBS, Chukchi Sea, and Arctic Ocean, as
depicted in Figure D-190.

Freshwater Adults
EFH for coho salmon is the general distribution area for this life stage, located in freshwaters as
identified in ADF&G’s Catalogue of Waters Important for the Spawning, Rearing, or Migration of
Anadromous Fishes (ADF&G 1998a) and wherever there are spawning substrates consisting mainly of
gravel containing less than 15 percent fine sediment (less than 2-mm diameter) from July to December,
as depicted in Figures D-184 through D-189.

D.3.5.3 EFH Map Descriptions for Alaska Stocks of Pacific Salmon

Figures D-155 through D-190 show EFH distribution under Alternative 3 by region for the Alaska stocks
of Pacific salmon as described in Section D.3.5.2.




