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TABLE 9.—2008 AND 2009 PACIFIC HALIBUT DISCARD MORTALITY RATES FOR THE BSAI—Continued 

Gear Fishery 
Halibut discard 
mortality rate 

(percent) 

Yellowfin sole ......................................................................... 80 
Non-CDQ Pot ......................................................................... Other species ......................................................................... 7 

Pacific cod .............................................................................. 7 
CDQ trawl ............................................................................... Atka mackerel ......................................................................... 85 

Flathead sole .......................................................................... 87 
Non-pelagic pollock ................................................................ 86 
Pelagic pollock ....................................................................... 90 
Rockfish .................................................................................. 82 
Rock sole ................................................................................ 86 
Yellowfin sole ......................................................................... 86 

CDQ hook-and-line ................................................................. Greenland turbot .................................................................... 4 
Pacific cod .............................................................................. 10 

CDQ pot .................................................................................. Pacific cod .............................................................................. 7 
Sablefish ................................................................................. 34 

Directed Fishing Closures 
In accordance with 679.20(d)(1)(i), the 

Regional Administrator may establish a 
DFA for a species or species group if the 
Regional Administrator determines that 
any allocation or apportionment of a 
target species or ‘‘other species’’ 
category has been or will be reached. If 
the Regional Administrator establishes a 
DFA, and that allowance is or will be 
reached before the end of the fishing 
year, NMFS will prohibit directed 
fishing for that species or species group 
in the specified subarea or district (see 
697.20(d)(1)(iii)). Similarly, pursuant to 
679.21(e), if the Regional Administrator 
determines that a fishery category’s 

bycatch allowance of halibut, red king 
crab, C. bairdi crab, or C. opilio crab for 
a specified area has been reached, the 
Regional Administrator will prohibit 
directed fishing for each species in that 
category in the specified area. 

The Regional Administrator has 
determined that the groundfish 
allocation amounts in Table 10 will be 
necessary as incidental catch to support 
other anticipated groundfish fisheries 
for the 2008 and 2009 fishing years. 
Consequently, in accordance with 
679.20(d)(1)(i), the Regional 
Administrator establishes the DFA for 
the species and species groups in Table 
10 as zero. Therefore, in accordance 

with 679.20(d)(1)(iii), NMFS is 
prohibiting directed fishing for these 
sectors and species in the specified 
areas effective at 1200 hrs, A.l.t., 
February 26, 2008, through 2400 hrs, 
A.l.t., December 31, 2009. Also, the 
bycatch allowances of halibut in Table 
10 are zero mt and the bycatch 
allowances of red king crab, C. bairdi 
crab, and C. opilio crab in Table 10 are 
0 animals. Therefore, in accordance 
with 679.21(e)(7), NMFS is prohibiting 
directed fishing for these sectors and 
fishery categories in the specified areas 
effective at 1200 hrs, A.l.t., February 26, 
2008, through 2400 hrs, A.l.t., December 
31, 2009. 

TABLE 10.—2008 AND 2009 DIRECTED FISHING CLOSURES 1 
[Groundfish and halibut amounts are in metric tons. Crab amounts are in number of animals.] 

Area Sector Species 
2008 Inci-

dental catch 
allowance 

2009 Inci-
dental catch 
allowance 

Bogoslof District ................................ All ...................................................... Pollock .............................................. 10 10 
Aleutian Islands subarea ................... All ...................................................... ICA pollock ....................................... 1,600 1,600 

‘‘Other rockfish’’ ................................ 497 497 
Eastern Aleutian District/Bering Sea Non-amendment 80 and BSAI trawl 

limited access.
ICA Atka mackerel ............................ 1,400 1,400 

ICA Pacific ocean perch ................... 100 100 
Central Aleutian District/Bering Sea Non-amendment 80 and BSAI trawl 

limited access.
ICA Atka mackerel ............................ 10 10 

ICA Pacific ocean perch ................... 10 10 
Western Aleutian District/Bering Sea Non-amendment 80 and BSAI trawl 

limited access.
ICA Atka mackerel ............................ 10 10 

ICA Pacific ocean perch ................... 10 10 
Bering Sea subarea .......................... All ...................................................... Pacific ocean perch .......................... 3,570 3,485 

‘‘Other rockfish’’ ................................ 383 383 
ICA pollock ....................................... 31,500 31,500 

Bering Sea and Aleutian Islands ...... All ...................................................... Northern rockfish .............................. 7,567 7,520 
Shortraker rockfish ........................... 392 392 
Rougheye rockfish ............................ 187 187 
‘‘Other species’’ ................................ 42,500 51,000 

Hook-and-line and pot gear .............. ICA Pacific cod ................................. 500 500 
Non-amendment 80 .......................... ICA flathead sole .............................. 4,500 4,500 

ICA rock sole .................................... 5,000 5,000 
ICA yellowfin sole ............................. 2,000 2,000 
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TABLE 10.—2008 AND 2009 DIRECTED FISHING CLOSURES 1—Continued 
[Groundfish and halibut amounts are in metric tons. Crab amounts are in number of animals.] 

Area Sector Species 
2008 Inci-

dental catch 
allowance 

2009 Inci-
dental catch 
allowance 

BSAI trawl limited access ................. Rock sole/flathead sole/other flat-
fish—halibut mortality, red king 
crab zone 1, C. opilio COBLZ, C. 
bairdi Zone 1 and 2.

0 0 

Turbot/arrowtooth/sablefish—halibut 
mortality, red king crab zone 1, C. 
opilio COBLZ, C. bairdi Zone 1 
and 2.

0 0 

Rockfish—red king crab zone 1 ....... 0 0 
Amendment 80 limited access ......... Turbot/arrowtooth/sablefish—halibut 

mortality, red king crab zone 1, C. 
bairdi Zone 1 and 2.

0 n/a 

Rockfish—red king crab zone 1, C. 
opilio COBLZ, C. bairdi Zone 1 
and 2.

0 n/a 

Pollock/Atka mackerel/other spe-
cies—red king crab zone 1, C. 
opilio COBLZ, C. bairdi Zone 1 
and 2.

0 n/a 

1 Maximum retainable amounts may be found in Table 11 to 50 CFR part 679. 

Under authority of the final 2008 and 
2009 harvest specifications (72 FR 9451, 
March 2, 2007), NMFS prohibited 
directed fishing for Atka mackerel in the 
Eastern Aleutian District and the Bering 
Sea subarea of the BSAI for vessels 
participating in the BSAI trawl limited 
access fishery effective 1200 hrs, A.l.t., 
January 20, 2008, through 1200 hrs, 
A.l.t., September 1, 2008 (73 FR 4494, 
January 25, 2008). NMFS opened the 
first directed fisheries in the HLA in 
Area 542 and Area 543 effective 1200 
hrs, A.l.t., January 22, 2008. The first 
HLA fishery in Area 542 remained open 
through 1200 hrs, A.l.t., February 5, 
2008. The first HLA fishery in Area 543 
remained open through 1200 hrs, A.l.t., 
February 5, 2008. The second directed 
fisheries in the HLA in Area 542 and 
Area 543 opened effective 1200 hrs, 
A.l.t., February 7, 2008. The second 
HLA fishery in Area 542 remained open 
through 1200 hrs, A.l.t., February 21, 
2008. The second HLA fishery in Area 
543 remained open through 1200 hrs, 
A.l.t., February 21, 2008. NMFS 
prohibited directed fishing for Pacific 
cod by catcher vessels 60 ft (18.3 m) 
LOA and longer using pot gear in the 
BSAI, effective 12 hrs, A.l.t., January 18, 
2008, through 1200 hrs, A.l.t., 
September 1, 2008 (73 FR 3879, January 
23, 2008). NMFS prohibited directed 
fishing for Pacific cod by catcher/ 
processor vessels using pot gear in the 
BSAI, effective 12 noon, A.l.t., January 
20, 2008, through 1200 hrs, A.l.t., 
September 1, 2008 (73 FR 3879, January 
23, 2008). NMFS prohibited directed 
fishing for Pacific cod for vessels 

participating in the Amendment 80 
limited access fishery in the BSAI, 
effective 12 noon, A.l.t., January 20, 
2008, through 1200 hrs, A.l.t., 
September 1, 2008 (73 FR 4760, January 
28, 2008). NMFS prohibited directed 
fishing for Atka mackerel for vessels 
participating in the Amendment 80 
limited access fishery in the Eastern 
Aleutian District and Bering Sea subarea 
of the BSAI, effective 12 noon, A.l.t., 
February 5, 2008, through 1200 hrs, 
A.l.t., September 1, 2008 (73 FR 7480, 
February 8, 2008). NMFS prohibited 
directed fishing for Pacific cod by 
catcher processors using hook-and-line 
gear in the BSAI, effective 12 noon, 
A.l.t., February 8, 2008, through June 
10, 2008, (73 FR 8228, February 13, 
2008). NMFS announced Atka mackerel 
fishery dates for the HLA fishery in the 
Central Aleutian District for the vessel 
participating in the Amendment 80 
cooperative, opens effective 1200 hrs, 
A.l.t., February 13, 2008, through 1200 
hrs, A.l.t., February 27, 2008 (73 FR 
9034, February 19, 2008). NMFS 
prohibited directed fishing for Pacific 
cod by catcher vessels less than 60 feet 
(< 18.3 meters (m)) LOA using jig or 
hook-and-line gear in the Bogoslof 
Pacific cod exemption area of the BSAI, 
effective 12 noon, A.l.t., February 12, 
2008, through 1200 hrs, A.l.t., December 
31, 2008 (73 FR 8821, February 15, 
2008). NMFS announced the season 
opening of the sablefish fixed gear 
fisheries managed under the IFQ 
Program at 1200 hrs, A.l.t., March 8, 
2008, and will close 1200 hrs, A.l.t., 
November 15, 2008, which will publish 

in the Federal Register February 21, 
2008. 

These closures remain effective under 
authority of these final 2008 and 2009 
harvest specifications. These closures 
supersede the closures announced 
under authority of the 2007 and 2008 
final harvest specifications (72 FR 9451, 
March 2, 2007) and revision (72 FR 
71802, December 19, 2007). While these 
closures are in effect, the maximum 
retainable amounts at 679.20(e) and (f) 
apply at any time during a fishing trip. 
These closures to directed fishing are in 
addition to closures and prohibitions 
found in regulations at 50 CFR part 679. 

Central Gulf of Alaska Rockfish Pilot 
Program (Rockfish Program) 

On June 6, 2005, the Council adopted 
the Rockfish Program to meet the 
requirements of Section 802 of the 
Consolidated Appropriations Act of 
2004 (Public Law 108–199). The basis 
for the BSAI fishing prohibitions and 
the catcher vessel BSAI Pacific cod 
sideboard limits of the Rockfish 
Program are discussed in detail in the 
final rule to Amendment 68 to the FMP 
for groundfish of the Gulf of Alaska (71 
FR 67210, November 20, 2006). 
Pursuant to 679.82(d)(6)(i), the catcher 
vessel BSAI Pacific cod sideboard limit 
is 0.0 mt. Therefore, in accordance with 
679.82(d)(7)(ii), NMFS is prohibiting 
directed fishing for BSAI Pacific cod in 
July for catcher vessels under the 
Rockfish Program sideboard limitations. 
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