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June 9,2008 

The HonorabXe Colleen Hanabusa, President 
and Members of the Senate 

Twenty-Fourth State Legislature 
State Capitol, Room 409 
Honolulu, Hawaii 968 13 

Dear Madam President and Members of the Senate: 

This is to inform you that on June 9,2008, the following bill was signed into law: 

H82730 HDI SDI CDl A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO LEGAL 
REQUIREMENTS FOR NEIGNBORHOOP) BOARD 
MEETINGS, 
(ACT 153) 



mroved  by the Governor 

00 JUN 9 a 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
WENW-FOURTH LEGISLATURE, 2008 
STATE OF HAWAII 

ACT 1 5 3  

C.D. 1 

A BILL FOR AN ACT 

RELATING TO LEGAL REQUIREMENTS FOR NEIGHBORHOOD BOARD MEETINGS. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF HAWAII: 

SECTION 1. Chapter 92, Hawaii Revised Statutes, is amended 

by adding a new part to be appropriately designated and to read 

as follows: 

"PART . NEIGHBORfloOD BOARD 

S92- Neighborhood board; notice and agenda; public input; 

quorum. f a )  Any contrary provision in this chapter 

notwithstanding, the provisions of this part shall apply to 

neighborhood boards overseen by a neighborhood commission of the 

city and county of Honolulu, and such other neighborhood boards 

as may be created in other counties and overseen by a county- 

based commission. 

[b) The agenda required to be included in written public 

notice of a neighborhood board meeting may include an 

opportunity for the board to receive public input on issues not 

specifically noticed for consideration at the forthcoming 

meeting. 

(c) Any matter raised as part of the public input agenda 

allowed under subsection (b) may be discussed and information on 
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1 t h e  m a t t e r  may be r ece ived  by t h e  board a t  the meeting;  provided 

t h a t  t h e  board s h a l l  n o t  make a d e c i s i o n  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  m a t t e r .  

The board may make d e c i s i o n s  on m a t t e r s  o r i g i n a l l y  r a i s e d  a s  

p a r t  of a p u b l i c  i n p u t  agenda on ly  a t  a l a t e r  meeting,  where t h e  

agenda f o r  t h e  meeting s h a l l  g i v e  n o t i c e  of  decision-making on 

t h e  matter. 

id)  A quorum f o r  a meet ing of a  neighborhoad board s h a l l  

be r e q u i r e d  f o r :  

(1) Conducting o f f i c i a l  board bus ines s ;  

10 ( 2 )  Discuss ions  p r i o r  to and r e l a t e d  t o  vo t ing ;  and 

11 ( 3 )  Voting r e q u i r e d  t o  v a l i d a t e  an a c t  of t h e  board a s  

p a r t  of official board bus ines s .  

A neighborhood board may r e c e i v e  in format ion  o r  t es t imony on a 

m a t t e r  of o f f i c i a l  board b u s i n e s s  wi thout  a quorum; provided 

t h a t  t h e  board s h a l l  no t  make a d e c i s i o n  on t h e  i s s u e .  The 

board members, a t  t h e  next  meet ing of t h e  neighborhood board,  

s h a l l  r e p o r t  t h e  m a t t e r s  p r e s e n t e d  a s  i n fo rma t ion  o r  t es t imony.  

592- Pemitted interactions of neighborhood board 

members. (a )  Two or rnoze m e m b e r s  of a neighborhoad board,  but 

fewer than  t h e  number of members neces sa ry  t o  c o n s t i t u t e  a 

quorum f o r  t h e  board,  may a t t e n d  in fo rma t iona l  mee t ings  o r  

p r e s e n t a t i o n s  on m a t t e r s  r e l a t i n g  t o  o f f i c i a l  board  b u s i n e s s ,  
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including meetings of another entity, seminars, and community 

meetings; provided that the presentation is not specifically and 

exclusively organized for or directed toward members of the 

board. 

b Neighborhood board members may participate in 

discussions, including discussions among themselves; provided 

that the discussions occur during and as part of the 

informational meeting or presentation allowed by subsection (a); 

and provided further that there is no commitment made relating 

to a vote on the issue. The board members, at the next duly 

noticed meeting of the neighborhood board, shall report their 

attendance and the matters presented and discussed that related 

to official board business at the informational meeting or 

presentation. 

5592- Neighborhood board meeting; unanticipated events; 

public interest. An unanticipated event that occurs after 

public notice of a neighborhood board meeting has been issued, 

but before the scheduled meeting, may be the subject of 

discussion at the scheduled meeting if timely action on the 

matter is necessary for public health, welfare, and safety. At 

a duly noticed meeting, a board may take action on an 

unanticipated event in the public interest that is not on the 
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1 agenda i n  the same manner as i f  t h e  boasd had he ld  an emergency 

2 meeting t o  t a k e  a c t i o n  on t h e  issue, pursuant t o  section 92-8." 

3 SECTION 2 .  This A c t  s h a l l  take e f f e c t  upon its approval.  

APPROVED this 9 day of JUN 2008 

GOVERNOR OF THE SMTE OF HAWAII 
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