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A BILL FOR AN ACT 

REUTTNG TO PUBLIC CHARTER SCHOOLS. 

BE IT ENACTED BY TEE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF HAWAII: 

SECTION 1. Chapter 302B, Hawaii Revised Statutes, is 

amended by adding three new sections to be appropriately 

designated and to read as follows: 

1. "153023- Purpose. The purposes of this chapter are 

to authorize the establishment of public charter schools, and to 

establish the public charter school authority as a separate 

subsystem of the State's single statewide system of public 

schools to provide for the governance and administrative 

organization and support for all public charter schools. 

The legislature's underlyinq objectives in authorizing the 

establishment of public charter schools are to: 

(1) Provide administrators, parents, students, and 

teachers with expanded alternative public school 

choices in the types of settinqs, programs, and 

instruction available; 

(2) Encouraqe the use of different and innovative 

teachinq methods; 
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13) Create new professional opportunities for 

teachers, including the opportunity to be 

responsible for the learninq proqram at a school 

site; 

(4) Provide parents and students with expanded 

choices in the types of educational opportunities 

that are available within the State's statewide 

system of public schools; and 

(5) Provide a venue for promoting the study of 

Hawaii's culture, history, and language. 

In enactinq this chapter, it is the intention of the 

legislature to provide public charter schools with sufficient 

resources and support, and clear directions for their governance 

and administration to sustain their efforts to develop an 

alternative learninq environment, school setting, curriculum, 

and educational services specifically suited to the needs of 

their students, and provide parents and students with an 

additional academic choices." 

2. gs§3028- Funding and fiscal support. (a) The 

authority shall prepare an annual budget for the public charter 

school subsystem, including the office, any additional 

chartering authority the board may designate, and all public 



Page 3 

B .  NO. 1452 - 

charter schools, for submission to the board of education for 

inclusion, without modification or reduction by the board of 

education, in the budget the department submits to the director 

of finance and qovernor. The budget request shall include 

separate requests to cover expenses for instructional 

activities, including special education and support services, 

employment taxes and fringe benefits, and facilities, and shall 

be based on appropriations for the department in the qeneral 

appropriations act for the most recently completed fiscal year. 

Eb) The budget request for instructional activities, and 

facilities, respectively, shall be based upon: 

(1) The total enrollment of regular education and special - 
education students at charter schools, verified as of 

Octaber 15 of the current school year; 

(21 The sums appropriated to the department for the most 

recently completed fiscal year for instructional 

activities, physical plant operations and maintenance, 

and facilities, less so much of such sums as are 

appropriated for employment taxes and frinqe benefits, 

in all cost categories, and for all means of financinq 

except federal funds; and 
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( 3 )  The total enrollment of regular education and special 

education students enrolled in the schools established 

and maintained by the department for that same fiscal 

year; 

(c) The separate budget request for employment taxes and 

frinae benefits shall be based unon: 

(1) The total number of employees employed by the - 
authority as of October 15 of the current school year; 

( 2 )  The sums appropriated to the department for employment 

taxes and frinqe benefits; and 

( 3 )  The total number of positions authorized to the 

department for that fiscal year, in all cost 

categories, for all means of financinq; 

provided that the authority may include any other amounts in its 

budget request, includinq amounts for collectively bargained 

increases, and capital improvements, as it deems necessary. 

(d) Each charter school shall prepare an annual budget for 

the next fiscal year and submit it to the executive director by 

October Z of each year. The submission shall include separate 

amounts to cover expenses for instructional activities, 

including special education and support services, employment 

taxes and fringe benefits, and for facilities. 
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1 tef The funds appropriated by the legislature shall be 

2 allotted to the authority by the director of finance unless 

3 subject to a reduction or restriction by the qovernor or the 

4 director of finance under chapter 3 7 .  After retaining any 

5 amounts appropriated for a specified purpose for expenditure by 

5 the authority, and two per cent of all other funds appropriated 

7 £or the authority, incfudinq the office --- and the charter schools, 

8 and unless the charter schools agree that their allotments 

9 should be made under section 302B-13 instead, the remaining 

10 portion of the funds allotted shall be disbursed by the board to 

11 the charter schools as follows: 

12 (1) Based upon each charter school's projected enrollment 

13 for the upcominq school year, up to its fifty per cent 

14 share of the funds allotted shall be disbursed to each 

15 charter school no later than July 20, provided the 

16 charter school submitted a projected student 

17 enrollment to the office no later than May 15 of that 

18 year; 

19 (2) Based upon each charter school's verified student 

20 enrollment as of October 15, up to its next forty per 

21 cent share of the funds allotted shall be disbursed to 
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each charter school no later than November 15, 

provided the charter school submitted to the office: 

(A) A student enrollment verified as of October 15 or 

as of the day before October 15, if October 15 

should fall on a weekend; and 

(B) The percentage of its verified October 15 student 

enrollment that transferred to the charter school 

from a public school established and maintained 

by the department in that school year; and 

( 3 )  Based upon each charter school's verified student 

enrollment as of October 15, up to its last ten per 

cent of share of the sum remaining shall be disbursed 

to each charter school no later than January 1 of each 

year. 

Any sum appropriated but not disbursed in accordance with this 

process may be further disbursed to the charter schools on a pro 

rata basis or any other basis the authority, determines is 

appropriate. All sums disbursed to charter schools shall be 

deemed expended for purposes of chapter 37 and this chapter. 

20 [f) Appropriations may be used to pay personnel, and for 

21 facilities, materials, supplies, equipment, insurance, fringe 

22 benefits, and other goods and services each charter school 
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purchases directly, or to contract for services provided by 

other state agencies of private vendors, including nonprofit and 

for-profit providers, provided that sums appropriaeed for 

specific purposes, includinq special education and support 

services, employment taxes and frinqe benefits, and facilities, 

shall be expended for those specified purposes only. 

(g) Charter schools shall have complete diecretion to 

expend any funds they generate themselves or receive from 

sources other than appropriations by the legislature and federal 

grants, subsidies, or other forms of federal financial 

assistance, provided that annual fiscal reports identifying the 

amounts qenerated or received, and the purposes for which they 

were spent are provided to the director, authority, governor, 

and legislature twenty days prior to the convening of each 

regular legislative session. 

(h) The authority shall satisfy all of the requirements of 

chapter 37 that the director of finance deems necessary, 

provided that the director of finance shall accord the authority 

the same deference accorded the department for budget and fiscal 

planning under that chapter. 

fi) All funds appropriated and allotted to, or otherwise 

received by a charter school shall be deposited in a depository 
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within the State in accounts insured by the federal deposit 

insurance corporation. 

(j) All appropriations for the authority na t  expended or 

disbursed by the board in the fiscal year for which they are made 

shall not lapse until June 30 of the first fiscal year of the 

next fiscal biennium and may be disbursed or expended in the same 

manner specified in subsection (cf for sums remaining after 

appropriations are disbursed under that subsection. The 

authority shall submit a report to the director of finance and 

the legislature, ninety days after the close of each fiscal year, 

which shall be prepared in the form prescribed by the director of 

finance and shall identify the total amount of funds that will 

carry over to the next fiscal year.If 

SECTION 2. Section 26-12, Hawaii Revised Statutes, is 

amended to read as follows: 

ff§26-12 Department of education. ["F.-- 
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(a) The department of education shall be headed by an 

executive board to be known as the board of education. As 

provided by law, the board of education shall fornulate 

educational policies for the State's government school system. 

The public charter school authority established in chapter 302B 

is placed in the department for administrative purposes only as 

defined in section 26-35. 

(b) The department shall: 

(1) Serve as the State's state educational aqency for 

purposes of federal laws, federal educational 

programs, and federal funding proqrams, and as the 

central support system responsible for the overall 

administration of statewide educational policy, 

development of standards for compliance with federal 

laws, and the submission of a sinqle budget for the 
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qovernment schools, including the public charter 

schools, pursuant to the provisions of section 302(B); 

(2) Serve as the local educational aqency for all of the 

State's government schools, other than its public 

charter schools, for purposes of all federal laws, 

federal educational programs, and federal funding 

proqrams, and sene as the central support system 

responsible for the overall administration o f  

education policy, compliance with federal and state 

laws, and the preparation of a budget for the 

department and all government schools other than 

public charter schools; 

(3) Throuqh the superintendent of education, provide for 

the internal organization, operation, and management, 

and administer all programs of education and public 

instruction, for primary and secondary school levels, 

library services, and such other programs as may be 

established by Law, in a11 qovernment schools other 

than public charter schools; 

( 4 )  Provide support to the public charter school authority 

and the State's public charter schools, as it is 
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authorized, directed, or required by statute, policy, 

or Executive Order; and 

( 5 )  Have control, through the state librarian, over the 

operation and management of the public library system. 

(c) The functions and authority heretofore exercised by - 
the department of education (except [-I health treatment 

transferred to the department of health), library of Hawaii, 

Hawaii county library, Maui county library, and the transcribing 

sewices program of the bureau of sight conservation and work 

with the blind, as heretofore constituted are transferred to the 

public library system established by [-.I Act I, 

Second Special Session Laws of Hawaii 1959. 

Id) The management contract between the board of - 

supervisors of the county of Kauai and the Kauai public library 

association shall be terminated at the earliest time after 

November 25, 1959, permissible under the terms of the contract 

and the provisions of this [-] subsection shall 

constitute notice of termination, and the functions and 

authority heretofore exercised by the Kauai county library as 

heretofore constituted and the Kauai public library association 

over the public libraries in the county of Kauai shall thereupon 



Page 12 

.B. NO. \%32 - 

be transferred to the public library system established by I- 

-.] Act 1, Second Special Session Laws of Hawaii 1959, 

fe) The management contracts between the trustees of the 

library of Hawaii and the Friends of the Library of Hawaii, and 

between the library of Hawaii and the Wilo library and reading 

room association, shall be terminated at the earliest time after 

November 25, 1959, permissible under the terms of the contracts, 

and the provisions of this [-I subsection sbal3 

constitute notice of termination. 

( £ 1  Upon the termination of the contracts, the State or 

the counties shall not enter into any library management 

contracts with any private association; provided that in 

providing library services the board of education may enter into 

contracts approved by the governor for the use of lands, 

buildings, equipment, and facilities owned by any private 

association. 

Notwithstanding any law to the contrary, the board of 

education may establish, specify the membership number and 

quorum requirements for, appoint members to, and disestablish a 

commission in each county to be known as the library advisory 

commission, which shall in each case sit in an advisory capacity 
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to the board of education on matters relating to public library 

services in their respective county." 

SECTION 3. Section 28-8.3 ,  Hawaii Revised Statutes, is 

amended to read as follows: 

l1s28-8.3 Employment of attorneys. (a) No department of the 

State other than the attorney general may employ or retain any 

attorney, by contract or otherwise, for the purpose of 

representing the State or the department in any litigation, 

rendering legal counsel to the department, or drafting legal 

documents for the department; provided that the foregoing 

provision shall not apply to the employment or retention of 

attorneys: 

(I) By the public utilities commission, the labor and 

industrial relations appeals board, and the Hawaii 

labor relations board; 

(2) By any court or judicial or legislative office of the 

State; 

(3) By the legislative reference bureau; 

(4) By any compilation commission that may be constituted 

from time to time; 

(5) By the real estate commission for any action involving 

the real estate recovery fund; 
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16) By the contractors license board for any action 

involving the contractors recovery fund; 

( 7 )  By the trustees for any action involving the travel 

agency recovery fund; 

By the office of Hawaiian affairs; 

By the department of commerce and consumer affairs for 

the enforcement of violations of chapters 480 and 485; 

As grand jury counsel; 

By the Hawaiian home lands trust individual claims 

review panel; 

By the Hawaii health systems corporation or any of its 

facilities; 

By the auditor; 

By the office of ombudsman; 

By the insurance division; 

By the University of Hawaii; 

By the Kahoolawe island reserve commission; 

By the division of consumer advocacy; -bd- 

By the office of elections; 

By the campaign spending commission; k4- 

By the public charter school authority established in 

section 302B-3;  or 
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(22) By a department, in the event the attorney general, 

for reasons deemed by the attorney general good and 

sufficient, declines, to employ or retain an attorney 

for a department; provided that the governor thereupon 

waives the provision of this section. 

(b) For purposes of this section the term "department" 

includes any department, board, commission, agency, bureau, or 

officer of the State. 

Ic) Every attorney employed by any department on a full- 

time basis, except an attorney employed by the public utilities 

commission, the labor and industrial relations appeals board, 

the Hawaii labor relations board, the office of Hawaiian 

affairs, the Hawaii health systems corporation, the department 

of commerce and consumer affairs in prosecution of consumer 

complaints, insurance division, the division of consumer 

advocacy, the University of Hawaii, the Hawaiian home lands 

trust individual claims review panel, the public charter school 

authority, or as grand jury counsel, shall be a deputy attorney 

general. 

(d) All attorneys retained by contract, whether by the 

attorney general or a department, shall be retained in 
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accordance with chapter 103D-H- unless the retention is 

otherwise excepted from chapter 1030." 

SECTION 4. Chapter 302A, Hawaii Revised Statutes, is 

amended : 

1. By amending section 302A-101, Hawaii Revised Statutes, 

as follows: 

a. By adding a definition of wpublic charter school 

authorityw to read as follows: 

""Public charter school authoritytF or "authority" means the 

subsystem of the State's single statewide system of schools 

established in section 302B-3.11 

b. By amending the definition of "public schools" to read 

as follows: 

""Public schools" means all academic and noncollege type 

schools established and maintained by the department [- 

t3&3&k] or chartered by the [k.----l-] public charter 

school authority, in accordance with 

c. By repealing the definition of "charter school review 

19 panel. " 

20 [ r F w t =  c , -k= l  rbv -21" c r  "F~F 

21 

22 -chz-.-1L1 
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2. By amending section 302A-301, Hawaii Revised Statutes 

to read as follows: 

"S302A-301 Incentive and innovation grants. la) There is 

established in the state treasury a trust fund to be known as the 

incentive and innovation grant trust fund to provide incentive 

and innovation grants to qualified schools, including public 

charter schools. Expenditures from the trust fund shall be made 

by the [ w l ' - - I I  tz thz  c;ll*nt 2 ~ s  

-5 .1  superintendent, 

if made for a school established and maintained by the 

department, or by the public charter school authority, if made 

for a public charter school. Notwithstanding any other law to 

the contrary, tax deductible donations may be made to, and 

received by, this trust fund. 

(b) Grants shall be for such purposes as the funding of 

experimental and innovative instructional programs, in-service 

training, and other activities that promote innovation as 

outlined in the proposal. 

( c i  The board shall establish and appoint the members of a 

grant award panel, which shall consist of at least one 

representative from each of the following groups: 

(1) Parents; 
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( 3  ) Teachers ; 

1.4) School administrators; 

(5) School support staff; 

( 6  Businesspersons; and 

(7) The military; whose participation shall be requested. 

The panel shall include a representative from each school 

district among its members. 

The panel shall review proposals and make recommendations 

grant awards to the superintendent [ ~ ~ w a + c b ] ,  if the 

proposal is from a school established and maintained by the 

department, or the public charter school authority, if the 

proposal is from a public charter school. Panel members shall 

serve for a term of two years without compensation, but shall be 

entitled to reimbursement for necessary expenses while attending 

meetings and while in the discharge of their duties. A partion 

of the moneys in the incentive and innovation grant trust fund, 

not to exceed one per cent, shall be used to offset the expenses 

incurred by the review panel. The department shall provide staff 

support for the panel. 
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(dl The panel shall develop a process for submitting 

proposals that is distinguished by its simplicity and 

minimization of paperwork. 

(el All proposals for incentive and innovation grans shall 

include : 

1 1 )  A clear statement of how the proposed program will 

improve student performance; 

12) A method of evaluation to determine if the program has 

achieved its stated goals; 

( 3 )  A detailed budget and expenditure plan, which shall 

include any commitment of existing funds under the 

school or schoolsf allotment toward the proposed 

program; and 

(4)  Other criteria required by the panel. 

( £ 1  Tn the case of a renewal request, a school or schools 

shall submit a specific plan for establishing the program within 

the school or schools' biennium budget. 

(g) The panel shall assist the superintendent and the 

public charter school authority, as appropriate, in the 

evaluation of all grant programs under this section on a 

continuing basis. If an approved program fails to meet the 

requirements of its proposal, the panel shall recommend to the 
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superintendent or the public charter school authority, as 

appropriate, that funding for the grant [&&!&I be terminated. 

(h) The superintendent and the public charter school 

authority shall submit a report to the legislature on the 

operations of the review panel at least twenty days before the 

convening of each regular session.'! 

(i) Any funds not used in the Trust Fund at the end of each 

fiscal year by the department shall be made available exclusively 

for use by the charter school authority in the subsequent fiscal 

year. 

3 .  By amending section 302A-1102, Hawaii Revised Statutes, 

to read as follows: 

u1302A-1101 Department of education; board of education; 

superintendent of education; public charter school authority. 

(a) There shall be a principal executive department to be known 

as the department of education, which shall be headed by an 

elected policy-making board to be known as the board of 

educafion. The board shall have power in accordance with law to 

formulate statewide educational policy, adopt student 

performance standards and assessment models, monitor school 

success, and to appoint the superintendent of education as the 

chief executive officer of [&k-p+&+3ic: -1 that 
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subsystem of the State's sinqle statewide system of public 

schools that does not include the State's public charter 

schools. The public charter school authority established in 

chapter 302B is placed in the department for administrative 

purposes as defined in section 26-35. 

(b) The board shall appoint, and may remove, the 

superintendent by a majority vote a£ its members. The 

superintendent: 

1 May be appointed without regard to the state residency 

provisions of section 78-l(b); 

(2 )  May be appointed for a term of up to four years; and 

(3) May be terminated only for cause. 

(c) The board shall invite the senior military commander in 

Hawaii to appoint a nonvoting military representative to the 

board, who shall serve for a two-year term without compensation. 

As the liaison ta the board, the military representative shall 

advise the board regarding state education policies and 

departmental actions affecting students who are enrolled in 

public schools as family members of military personnel. The 

military representative shall carry out these duties as part of 

the representative's official military duties and shall be guided 

by applicable state and federal statutes, regulations, and 
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policies and may be removed only for cause by a majority vote of 

the members of the board. 
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4. By amending section 302A-1102, Hawaii Revised Statutes, 

to read as follows: 

[+I 9302A-1102 [w Department of education; statewide and 

regional administrative services. The department shall serve as 

the central support system for the public schools established 

and maintained by the department, and be responsible for the 

[ew~d&] administration of statewide educational policy, 

[ & ~ e e q e c t ; " , w ]  development of standards for compliance 

with state and federal Laws, [&I coordination and preparation 

of a systemwide budget for the [p&d4el schools it establishes 

and maintains, and submission of a single education budget to 

the director of finance and governor for public schools, 

including public charter schools. The department may establish 

regional administrative units to provide administrative support 

to -kke+ these schools for personnel, fiscal, and procurement 

services. The regional administrative units may also be 

GOV- 01 (07  1 
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1 assigned responsibility for the administration and operation of 

2 special education programs and special s~hools.'~ 

3 5 .  By amending section 302A-1111, Hawaii Revised Statutes, 

to read as follows: 

" [flS302A-11.11/3-I Duties of superintendent, (a) Under 

policies established by the board, the superintendent shall be 

designated as the chief executive officer [cf t L - p e b l l e  s&ee& 

-1 of that subsystem of the State's sinqle statewide 

system of public schools that does not include the State's 

public charter schools. The superintendent shall have 

jurisdiction over the internal organization, operation, and 

management of [ k c  L ----"-." - . - z M e d  bzr law-I 

all public schools other than public charter schools; and shall 

administer programs of education and public instruction 

[-t tk,-] in those schools, including education at 

the [ m ]  primary [-;-I and secondary school levels, and 

such other programs as may be established by law. 

(bf [)5, the] The superintendent 

shall sign all drafts for the payment of moneys, all  omm missions 

and appointments, all deeds, official acts, or other documents 

of the departmentiT], except documents prepared or received by 

the public charter school authority established under chapter 
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302B. The superintendent may use a printed facsimile signature 

in approving appointments, contracts, and other documents. The 

superintendent, at such time as may be prescribed by the board, 

shall present to the board full annual reports of the principal 

transactions within the department during the last completed 

year, which reports together with such recommendations as the 

board may think proper, shall be presented to the governor and 

the legislature." 

6. By amending section 3022%-1302, Hawaii Revised Statutes, 

to read as follows: 

N8302A-13Q2 School-base& budget flexibility. I-ta3-I 

Beginning with the 1995-1997 fiscal biennium, the department 

shall implement school-based budget flexibility for schools, 

complexes, and learning support centers it establishes. The 

flexibility shall be limited to the school-based budgeting 

program EDN 100 of the department for all schools except charter 

schools. 

l- is: f i . 3 ~ ~ :  ..--z?nnrr.?hh7 

sc,, 4-L* - * ,. 
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7. By amending section 302A-1402, Hawaii Revised Statutes, 

to read as follows: 
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' [-El S302A-1402 f.3-I Custodian of federal f a d s .  The 

director of finance is designated as custodian of all funds 

received as the state apportionment under any federal 

appropriations for public education purposes and the director 

shall disburse the funds, pursuant to the requirements, 

restrictions, and regulations of the federal acts under which 

the funds may be provided, on vouchers approved, as appropriate, 

by the board, or by any subordinate thereunto duly authorized by 

the board[T], or by the public charter school authority 

established under chapter 302B." 

8 .  By amending section 302A-1403, Hawaii Revised Statutes, 

to read as follows: 

" 141 8302A-1403 13-1 Authority to secure federal funds. The 

department, the public charter school f- ~fS1;3e] 

authority, director of finance, and governor may take such steps 

and perform such acts as may be necessary or proper to secure 

[ a - f ~ y - ~ ~ ~ e h ]  federal funds for the purposes specified in sections 

302A-1401 and 302A-1402." 

9. By amending subsection (a)  of section 302A-1404, Hawaii 

Revised Statutes, to read as follows: 

" ( a )  The department and the public charter school 

[ w i ' = z  sffie>] authority, as appropriate, may retain and 
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expend federal indirect overhead reimbursements for discretionary 

grants in excess of the negotiated rate for such reimbursements 

as determined by the director of finance and the superintendent 

or the director of finance and the f-I board of 

. . the public charter school [ & i i  ~ffizc] authority.I1 

10. By amending subsection (a) of section 3Q2A-1505, Hawaii 

Revised Statutes, to read as follows: 

"(a) Each department school shall inform the department of 

education on an annual basis of its school repair and maintenance 

needs. Before any repair and maintenance projects for the 

upcoming fiscal year are implemented, each individual school 

administration shall prioritize and approve its repair and 

maintenance needs, and approve the scope of the implementation 

plan for the individual projects. After schools have prioritized 

their repair and maintenance projects, a statewide list shall be 

prepared, reviewed, and approved by the department of education; 

provided that the department may make adjustments among schools 

and complex areas. Each listing shall be posted electronically 

on the Internet.'* The Public Charter School Authority shall work 

with each individual charter school administration to prioritize 

and approve its repair and maintenance needs and to prepare its 

own statewide list of projects. 
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SECTION 5. Chapter 3023, Hawaii Revised Statutes, is 

amended as follows: 

1, By adding a definition of nauthority,u and amending 

the definitions of "board," "charter school review panel," 

"conversion charter school," "detailed implementation plan," and 

Ifstart-up charter school" in section 302B-1, Hawaii Revised 

Statutes, to read as follows: 

"Authorityv means the public charter school authority 

established in section 302B-3." 

""BoardH means the [-.I charter school 

board. 

"Charter school 1- board" C w  means 

the [pa1:=.l cVt  ts w ? n l o h  7 

7 ar41 ,;:lea ,d L - 

board designated as the head of the public charter school 

authority established in section 302B-3." 

""Conversion charter schoolw means: 

(I) Any 1- department school that converts to 

a charter school and is managed and operated in 

accordance with [-I a detailed 
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implementation plan reviewed and approved by the 

board pursuant to sections 302B-3 and 302B-6; 

(2) Any existing department school that converts to a 

charter school and is managed and operated by a 

nonprofit organization in accordance with 

[see+km] a detailed implementation plan reviewed 

and approved by the board pursuant to sections 

3023-3 and 302B-6; or 

(31 A newly created school, consisting of programs or 

sections of existing public school populations 

that are funded and governed independently and 

may include part of a separate Hawaiian language 

immersion program using existing public school 

facilities." 

""Detailed implementation plan" means the document that 

details [&he3 2 charter school's purpose, [&ew, G- 

tf~~i-] how the school is to 

be organized, managed and operated, and the terms and conditions 

the school must satisfy to retain its charter." 

""Start-up charter schoolw means a [MI charter school. 

[-zr zzzticm] manaqed and operated in accordance 
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with a detailed implementation plan reviewed and approved by the 

board pursuant to sections 302B-3 and 302B-5." 

2. By amending section 302B-3, Hawaii Revised Statutes, to 

read as follows: 

*1302B-3 [[ 

.rr. ..r * m e  
4"- 2.4 X Y C  

Governance of public charter 

schools; public charter school authority established; powers and 

duties. (a} The public charter school authority is established 

as a subsystem of the State's sinqle statewide system of 

government schools. The authority shall be responsible for 

providing administrative support and direction for the efficient 

operation and management of public charter schools. The 

authority shall be placed within the department of education for 

administrative purposes only. The authority shall constitute a 

local educational agency for purposes of all federal laws, 

federal educational proqrams, and federal funding programs, and 

shall serve as the central support system for the overall 

administration of education policy, compliance with federal and 
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state laws, and the preparation of a budget for all public 

charter schools. 

(b) The authority shall be headed by the charter school 

board. The [pwd3- board shall consist of nine members, and 

shall include: 

(1) Two licensed teachers regularly engaged in teaching; 

provided that one teacher is employed at a start-up 

charter school, and one teacher is employed at a 

conversion charter school; 

(2) Two educational officers; provided that one 

educational officer is employed at a start-up charter 

school, and one educational officer is employed at a 

conversion charter school; 

(3) One member or former member of a charter school local 

school board; 

(4) The chair of the board of education or the chair's 

designee ; 

2.r-r the c:~9=cxti6.ft 

-1 

E+3-1(5) A representative of Hawaiian culture-focused 

schools; [&I 
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[f7$-1(6) A representative of the University of 

Hawaii [TI ; and - -  

(7)  A member of the public whose child attends a 

public charter school. 

fc) The [lx%e%&% governor shall appoint E- . . all 

of the members of the [pam&f board other than the chair of the 

board of education or the chair's designee. [- 

A : Y x - c ~ ~ I  I A 
Y.-. U I * L . + C V *  U U 

(d) [Appei.".tzS gem&] Board members appointed by the 

governor shall serve not more than three consecutive three-year 

terms, with each term beginning on July 1; provided that the 

[Mti;l] terms of the [app&~k&l members [- 

? n , ,,+I appointed initially: shall be staggered as 

follows : 

(1) Three members to serve three-year terms; 

(2) Two members to serve two-year terms; and 

( 3 )  Two members to serve a one-year term. 

(el Notwithstanding the terms of members and the provisions 

of section 26-34, the E W I  qovernor may [--?;l-13anw- 

-1 replace [pa+x4& board members at any time when 

their positions become vacant through resignation, non- 
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participation, or upon request of a majority of [gxm-&L+ board 

members. 

(f) [+%R&!& Board memers shall receive no compensation. 

When [peme43- board duties require that a [pase-Gk board member 

take leave of the c pa^&& board member's duties as a state 

employee, the appropriate state department shall allow the 

board member to be placed on administrative leave with 

pay and shall provide substitutes for board members who are 

teachers, when necessary, to perform that [w board member's 
duties. Board members shall be reimbursed for necessary 

travel expenses incurred in the conduct of official [pem&&J- board 

business. 

(g) The board shall be exempt from chapter 92. The [w 
board shall establish operating procedures that shall include 

conflict of interest provisions for [-I use when a 

member's school of employment, - [ e l  including its local school 

board [-I, or immediate family member is before the 

[pawd+ board. 

(h) The chair of the [w board shall be [-zted Ivg] 

elected by a majority of the members of the [pem&!- board for 

each school year beginning July 1 and whenever there is a 

vacancy. If the [pem&L] board does not designate its chair [* 



Page 33 

l - -  1, I within a reasonable period of 

time, the [&mw&+ governor shall designate [- -1 

interim chair to serve until the panel designates its chair. 

(if The powers and duties of the [pa-~&l authority as 

exercised by the board shall be to: 

(1) Review [ekw+e351 completed applications and issue or 

deny applications for charters for new start-up and 

conversion charter schools in accordance with sections 

302B-5 and 302B-6 [- rcb- t=: the 

A q ? . r ]  ; provided that 

if the board does not issue or deny the charter within 

sixty calendar days of the board's receipt of the 

[--------.J-c:---1 application, the [ e e e e m e A ~ t i m l  

charter application shall [w+wwtizz- 

cf f 2-1 be deemed issued; 

I21 [- 
. , 3 Require, or review and approve 

school-initiated amendments to a schoof's detailed 

implementation [ p k a s l  plan to [-I facilitate 

the school's financial and academic success, long-term 

organizational viability, and accountability[- 

&%.... L- 
LA.l..- A,v a&]; provided that if the 
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board does not approve or deny [%he -1 - an 

amendment proposed by a school within sixty calendar 

days of receipt of the E---------7-"---I amendments, 

the [-I amendments shall automatically 

become effective; 

(3) ["--------1]Develop and impose reporting 

requirements for charter schools; 

( 4 )  Review annual self-evaluation reports from charter 

(5) [ P r L . . . ,  Lvz&ea&el Evaluate and 

consider any aspect of a charter C e e k & w  

.-.":I school's operations, 

including probation or charter revocation; [w 
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(7) Develop statewide educational policies and objectives 

for the administration and management of public charter 

schools ; 

18) Receive and investiqate complaints about charter 

schools; 

(9) Prescribe remedial action plans for charter schools 

when necessary or appropriate; 

(10) Provide information about the availability of federal 

funds and federal proqrams in which charter schools may 

participate, as well as technical assistance to assist 

charter schools in complying with all federal and state 

laws, and facilitate their access to federal and state 

funds : 

(11) Oversee charter schools to ensure their compliance with 

the provisions of their detailed implementation plans, 

this chapter, all other applicable state and federal 

laws, and all statewide educational policies of the 

board of education that are applicable to charter 
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schools and not superseded by provisionsuf this 

chapter; 

112) Prepare the budgets of the office and any additional 

chartering authority the board may designate; 

(13) Review the budgets of the individual charter schools 

and consolidate them with the budqets of the office and 

any additional charterinq authority the board may 

designate, into a sinqle budget for the public charter 

school authority, for submission to the governor, 

throuah the board of education: 

(14) Disburse all appropriations made for the public charter - 
school authority, includinq the office, any additional 

charterinq authority the board may desiqnate, and the 

charter schools; 

(15) To the extent permitted by federal law, prepare and 

submit to the relevant federal aqencies all requests 

for federal financial support charter schools are 

entitled to make or receive; 

(16) To the extent permitted by federal law, receive and 

disburse all federal grants and subsidies awarded to 

the authority or charter schools for their operations; 
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1 (171 Prepare, consolidate, and submit all requests far 

2 federal financial support and assistance for or from 

3 charter schools, to the department for inclusion in the 

State's applications for federal assistance, when 

applications are required to be made through the 

department; 

(18) Represent charter schools in communications with the 

superintendent, the board of education, the governor, 

and the leqislature; 

(19) Designate and authorize the board of reqents of the 

university of Hawaii and any other public agency to act 

as a charterinq authority and issue charters under 

section 302B-5, provided that any additional charterinq 

authority desiqnated by the board shall adhere to and 

apply all of the requirements, conditions, and 

procedures the board is required to implement and apply 

in issuinq charters under section 302B-5; and 

( 2 0 )  For good cause, extend any deadline imposed by this 

19 chapter up to an additional 60 days. 
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(j) The authority, through its board, may deleqate all of 

its powers and responsibilities to the director except the power 

to desiqnate entities to act as a chartering authority under 

subsection (i) (19). 

(k) The authority shall adopt rules pursuant to chapter 91 

necessary for the purposes of this chapter, including an appeals 

process to afford applicants or charter schools an opportunity 

to present their positions when their applications for charters 

or requests to revise their detailed implementation plans are 

rejected or denied by the board." 

3 ,  By amending section 302B-4, Hawaii Revised Statutes, to 

read as follows: 

"302B-4 L i m i t s  on charter schools. Beginning July 2007,  the 

board [ , wit::  thc  rccr,------f-':̂-1 may authorize one 

new start-up charter school for each existing start-up charter 
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or for each start-up charter school whose charter is revoked. 

The total number of conversion charter schools authorized by the 

board [, v!+-?r; thc r , L ]  shall not exceed 

twenty-five." 

4. By amending subsections (a) , fc) and fdf of section 

302B-5, Hawaii Revised Statutes, to read as follows: 

a. "(a) New start-up charter schools may be established 

pursuant to this section and any additional rules adopted bx 

the board." 

b. "(c) The start-up charter school application process 

[-1C k 2 ,  trhlrdll shall 

[-id= f3r &I include the following elements: 

(1) The submission of a letter of intent to operate a 

start-up charter school to the office; 

(2) The [&mA=fl transmittal of the application form and 

completion guidelines by the office to the interim 

local school board; 
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( 3 )  The f&&t&yl initial submission of an applicaton for a 

charter to the Ch---".-.F--1 

off ice; 

( 4 )  The l&heXyl review of the application by the [-I 

staff of the charter school board for completeness, and 

notification of the interim local school board if the 

application is complete or, if the application is 

insufficient, a written statement of the elements of 

the application that require completion; 

(5) The [+A-m&kyl resubmission of the application; 

(5) Upon receipt of a completed application, the convening 

of the [ p a ~ e L ]  board by the [-I board chairperson 

to begin review of the application; 

(7) The [+&~&-y] notification of the applicant of any 

revisions the [pa+e&] board requests as necessary for 

[[I "5:l decision by the 

board ; 
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I If the board denies an 

application for a charter, the board shall: 

(A) Clearly identify in writing its reasons for not 

issuing the charter, which may be used as 

guidelines for an amended plan; and 

(B)  Allow the local public charter school board to 

revise its plan in accordance with the board's 

guidelines, and resubmit an amended plan within 

ten calendar days; 

and 

( 9 )  If the board issues a charter, the board shall indicate 

when the charter school may beqin operations, provided 

that the date indicated shall allow for sufficient time 

to secure funds from the Legislature to fund the new 

school's operations. 

(10) R provision for a final date on which a decision must 

be made, upon receipt of an amended plan; 

(11) A provision that no start-up charter school may begin 

operation before obtaining board approval of its 

charter; and 
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(12) A requirement that upon approval of the start-up 

charter school, the office shall submit to the board a 

proposed budget for funding of the start-up school for 

submittal to the governor and legislature." 

c, "(dl An application to become a start-up charter school 

shall include a detailed implementation plan that meets the 

requirements of this subsection and section 302B-9. The plan 

shall include the following: 

( I f  A description o f  employee rights and management issues 

and a framework for addressing those issues that 

protects the rights of employees; 

(2) A plan for identifying, recruiting, and retaining 

[&gk&p] qualified instructional faculty; 

(3) A plan for identifying, recruiting, and selecting 

students that [--;=:, cllt~ct, cr . * 

-1 meets federal and State equal 

opportunity requirements; 

(4) The curriculum and instructional framework to be used 

to achieve student outcomes, including an assessment 

plan; 

(5) A plan for the assessment of student, administrative 

support, and teaching personnel performance that: 
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(A) Recognizes the interests of the general public; 

fB) Incorporates or exceeds the educational content 

and performance standards [- 

-I adopted by the board of education for 

the State's Cgx&&&el school system; - and 

c ;  =- ---c--3f:ty - 
7 . .  

t~ t v  zST 3 b W ; l ~ * 2 -  i r *  
. . 

,.. . 
CL., d l  

[-@+I - (C) Provides Tor program audits and annual 

financial audits [?I, 

( 6 )  A governance structure for the charter school that 

incorporates a conflict of interest policy and a plan 

for periodic training to carry out the duties of local 

school board members; 

(7) A financial plan based on the most recent fiscal year's 

per-pupil charter school allocation that demonstrates 

the ability to meet the financial obligations of one- 

time, start-up costs and ongoing costs such as monthly 
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1 payrolls, faculty recruitment, professional 

2 development, and facilities costs; and 

3 (8) A facilities plan. 

4 5. By amending subsection (a) , (c) , and Id) of section 

302B-6, Hawaii Revised Statutes, to read as follows: 

a. B ( a )  A conversion charter school may be established 

only pursuant to this section and any additional rules adopted by 

the board." 

b. "(c) The conversion charter school application process 

[-LC ckcrll bc the b ~ ~ r d ,  sndl shall 

[ m i z c  fee+a&l include the following elements: 

(1) The submission of a letter of intent to convert to a 

charter school to the office; 

(2) The [+&me3+y] transmittal of the application form and 

completion guidelines by the office to the interim 

local school board; 

(3) The [&-kme&y] initial submission of an application for a 

charter to the [ X A i b s t ; - 8 . f t ; -  

-1 authority, 

with a certification [-I from the 

interim school board that the application and the 

proposed detailed implementation plan was approved by a 
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majority of the votes cast by existing [- 

-1 teaching personnel, and parents of students 

[&I - of the proposed conversion charter school; 

(4) The E~&FF~&&] review of the application by the [w 
office for completeness, and notification of the 

interim local school board if the application is 

complete or, if the application is insufficient, a 

written statement of the elements of the application 

that require completion; 

( 5 )  The [ G w I ~ ~ ~ I  resubmission of the application; 

( 6 )  Upon receipt of a completed application, the convening 

of the [w board by the [pai&H- board chairperson 

to begin review of the application; 

(7) The [-I notification of the applicant of any 

revisions the [pa+a&k+ board requests as necessary for 

[[L :------.-?,I decision by the 

board; 

( 8 )  C C P I ' L ' G = ~  th-':: z-- 
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. . -1 If the board denies an 

application for a conversion charter, the board shall: 

(A) Clearly identify in writing its reasons for not 

issuing the charter, which may be used as 

guidelines for an amended plan; and 

(B) Allow the interim local school board to revise its 

plan in accordance with the board's guidelines, 

and resubmit an amended plan within ten calendar 

days ; 

and - 
(9) If the board issues a charter, the board shall indicate 

when the conversion charter school may begin 

operations, provided that the date indicated shall 

allow for sufficient time to secure funds from the 

Legislature to funa the new school's operations. 

[(LO) A provision for a final date on which a decision must 

be made upon receipt of an amended plan; 

(11) A provision that no conversion charter school may begin 

operation before obtaining board approval of its 

charter; and 
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(12) A requirement that upon approval of the conversion 

charter school, the office shall submit to the board a 

proposed budget for funding of the start-up school for 

submittal to the governor and legislature.]" 

c. "(d) An applicatian to become a conversion charter 

school shall include a detailed implementation plan that meets 

the requirements of this subsection and section 302B-9. The plan 

shall include the following: 

(1) A description of employee rights and management issues 

and a framework for addressing those issues that 

protects the rights of employees; 

( 2 )  A plan for identifying, recruiting, and retaining 

[h4=gSy-l qualified instructional faculty; 

(3) A plan far identifying, recruiting, and selecting 

. . 
students that [b-+e+e~f-mi-;c, c1;kf~t, ST 

-3 abides the federal and State equal 

opportunity requirements; 

( 41  The curriculum and instructional framework to be used 

to achieve student outcomes, including an assessment 

plan; 

(5) A plan for the assessment of student, administrative 

support, and teaching personnel performance that: 
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(A) Recognizes the interests of the general public; 

(B) Incorporates or exceeds the educational content 

and performance standards [- 

-I adopted for the board of education for 

the State's [jy&&-hl school system; and 

( C l  

45e tk:: cf -y ir: -p-&AAe 
, * 

4-W-I Provides for program audits and annual financial 

audits; 

( 6  A governance structure for the charter school that 

incorporates a conflict of interest policy and a plan 

for periodic training to carry out the duties of local 

school board members; 

(7) A financial plan based on the most recent fiscal year's 

per-pupil charter school allocation that demonstrates 

the ability to meet the financial obligations of one- 

time, start-up costs and ongoing costs such as monthly 
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payrolls, faculty recruitment, professional 

development, and facilities costs; and 

(8) A facilities plan." 

6. By amending subsections (a) , (b) , and (h) of section 

302B-8, Hawaii Revised Statutes, to read as follows: 

a. "(a) There is established a charter school 

administrative ~ffice[-~-l which shall be attached to the 

department for administrative purposes only. The office shall be 

administered by an executive director, who shall be appointed 

without regard to chapters 76 and 89 by the board based upon the 

recommendations of an organization of charter schools operating 

within the state or from a list of nominees submitted by - a 

majority of the charter schools in operation three years or 

longer. The board may hire the executive director on a multi- 

year contract. The executive director may hire necessary staff 

without regard to chapters 76 and 89 to assist in the 

administration of the office." 

b. "fb) The executive director, under the direction of 

the board and in consultation with the charter schools, shall be 

responsible for the internal organization, operation, and 

management of the charter school system, including: 
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(1) Preparing and executing the budget for the charter 

schools, including submission of the budget request to 

the board, the governor, and the legislature; 

(2) [MAecz%i,,j amwa&] Disbursing appropriations to the 

charter schools and [ ~ t r l ~ =  cg] distributing 

federal funds to charter schools; 

( 3 )  [eefpk+% .;;ith WGiz- -"ztz =c-'-&zc! 

#I Preparing contracts between the charter schools and the 

department for centralized services to be provided by 

the department; 

-EfsJrf(4) Preparing contracts between the charter schools and 

other state agencies for financial or personnel 

sewices to be provided by the agencies to the charter 

schools; 

[(6)](5) Providing independent analysis and recommendations on 

charter school issues; 

[*](61 ~epresenting charter schools and the charter school 

system in communications with the board, the governor, 

and the legislature; 



Page 51 S - mB. NO. \\H2 

1 [ # l f 7 )  - Providing advocacy, assistance, and support for the 

2 development, growth, progress, and success of charter 

schools and the public charter school system; 

E-t9f.l(sf Providing guidance and assistance to charter applicants 

and charter schools to enhance the completeness and 

accuracy of information for board review; 

[-(4-@-1(9f Assisting charter applicants and charter schools in 

coordinating their interactions with the board as 

needed ; 

[-C1.ES-l(10f Assisting the board to coordinate with charter schools 

in board investigations and evaluations of charter 

schools ; 

[-(-&£+-I (11) Serving as the conduit to disseminate communications 

from the board and department to all charter schools; 

[-&&?+I (12) Determining charter school system needs and 

communicating such needs with the board and department; 

and - 

[-&%I? ""-3-t~ z-<isti== F& 

& 

+Pi+-] (13) Upon reguest by one or more charter schools, assisting 

in the negotiation of a collective bargaining agreement 

with the exclusive representative of its employees,'' 
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c. " ( h )  The office, on behalf of the authority, may carry 

over funds from previous year allocations as permitted under 

section 302B-(jj. Funds distributed to charter schools shall 

be considered expended." 

7. By amending subsection (a) of section 302B-9, Hawaii 

Revised Statutes, to read as follows: 

"(a) Charter schools shall be exempt from chapters 92 and 92 

and all other state laws in conflict with this chapter, except 

those regarding: 

(1) [Cc;llb-etiv- l;r;vl=;,-, --t= E=; FZ- 
. . 

m * 

L--  : 
G i L  * 

e~ ,+,L..-.33 LA ..3 F.-= 'L" ""%-W -tBt bU YIIUIL.L u- C L A U  b U C  

-t n F  h., 
L A G  V L  YU 

dkctrit;.x?&m tc 
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Chapter 377, for purposes of affording the employees of 

charter schools the opportunity to bargain 

collectively, and notwithstandinq that chapter's 

State, and employees of the State and its political 

subdivisions from its provisions; 

(2) Discriminatory practices under section 378-2; and 

( 3 )  Health and safety requirements." 

8. Sections 3023-13(a) and (b) are repealed and inserted in 

lieu thereof the following: 

"S302B-53 Weighted student formula. "The charter 

schools may propose that each school's annual allocation be 

based either on a per-pupil allocation or on a weiqhted 

student fomula that is approved by at least two-thirds o f  

all the Local school boards." 

9. By amending subsections (dl, (el, If), ( g ) ,  and (i) of 

section 302B-14, Hawaii Revised Statutes, to read as follows: 

a. "(dl The [beet3333 charter school authority may place a 

charter school on probationary status; provided that: 
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(1) The EpemedJ- executive director evaluates the charter 

school or reviews an evaluation of the charter school 

and [ P I  recommends probation to the 

[kea-dl  authority; 

(2) The C b e ~ ~ & l  charter school authority and the office are 

-- i n . ~ o l d  ins&s;tantivc discu-ssiong with the - charter - - 

school regarding the areas of deficiencies; - and 

( 3 )  The notice of probation is delivered to the charter 

school and specifies the deficiencies requiring 

correction, the probation period, and monitoring and 

reporting requirements. 

For deficiencies related to student performance, a charter school 

shall be allowed two years to improve student performance. For 

deficiencies related to financial plans, a charter school shall 

be allowed one year to develop a sound financial plan. The 

charter school shall remain on probationary status until the 

fha-&] authority votes to either remove the charter school from 

probationary status or revoke its charter." 

b. "(el If a charter school fails to resolve deficiencies 

by the end of E-1 2 probation period, the [ b e a ~ d l  authoritx may 

revoke the charter; provided that the vote of two-thirds of all 
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the members to which the L b e ~ s d I  authority is entitled shall be 

required to revoke the charter." 

c. " (£1 [Tkftl Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection 

( d l ,  the [beazdl authority may place a charter school on 

probationary status or revoke the charter for serious student or 

~mgloyee health ol,~sa£ety deficiencies; provided -- -- that: - 
- 

(1) The charter school is given notice of specific health 

or safety deficiencies and is afforded an opportunity 

to present its case to the Ebeai&l authority; 

( 2 )  The [ b ~ w d l  authority chair appoints a task group, which 

may be an investigative task group[-] or the 

office, to visit the charter school and conduct 

meetings with its local school board and its school 

community to gather input; 

( 3 )  Based on its findings, the task group shall recommend 

to the [kea&i] authority to revoke the charter, place 

the charter school on probation, or continue the 

charter; 

( 4 )  The vote of two-thirds of all the members 1- - of 

the [W:! i, (3~ t i t1cd l  authority shall be required to 

revoke the charter; 
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(5) The best interest of the schoolzs students guide all 

decisions; and 

(6) After a decision to revoke a charter, the charter 

school shall be allowed to remain open until a plan for 

an orderly shut-down or transfer of students and assets 

is developed and executed, or until the school year 
" . .............".".~A 

ends, whichever comes first." 

d. " (9) [If1 Notwithstanding the provisions of subsections 

(d) and (f), if there is an immediate concern Tor student or 

employee health or safety at a charter school, the [ k m & l  

authority, in consultation with the office, may adopt an interim 

restructuring plan that may include the appointment of an interim 

local school board, an interim local school board chairperson, or 

a principal to temporarily assume operations of the school; 

provided that if possible without further jeopardizing the health 

or safety of students and employees, the charter school's 

stakeholders and community are first given the opportunity to 

elect a new local school board which shall appoint a new interim 

principal." 

e. "(il If, at any time, a charter school dissolves or 

[ e l  - its charter is revoked, the State shall have first right, 

at no cost to the State, to all the assets and facilities of the 
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1 charter school [, z::czpt 2:: ~therwi,, ~;r-1 purchased 

2 with state appropriations or provided by the department or 

3 another state agency." 

4 10. By amending subsection (a) of section 302B-15, Hawaii 

5 Revised Statutes, to read as follows: 

I' (a1 _ _  .The department shall collaborate -- with - -- the - [&%&eel - "--. - 

7 charter school authority to develop a system of technical 

8 assistance related to compliance with federal and state laws and 

9 access to federal and state funds. The department and the 

10 [c&kkke] board shall collaborate to develop a list of central 

11 services that the department may offer for purchase by a charter 

, 9 12 school at an annual cost to be negotiated fp 

13 -1 by the executive director and the department. 

14 The department shall enter into a contract [ w i t h  =. ,&s-&er zzhee4  

16 -1 annually to provide these services, with the 

17 executive director acting on behalf of one or more charter 

18 schools. The contract may be renegotiated on an annual basis." 

19 SECTION 6. Section 89-10.55, Hawaii Revised Statutes, is 

20 repealed. 

21 En- C C  
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SECTION 7. Section 302B-12, Hawaii Revised Statutes, is 

repealed. 
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SECTION 8. There is appropriated out of the general 

revenues of the State of Hawaii the sum of $2,000,000, or so 

much thereof as may be necessary for fiscal year 2007-2008, to 
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carry out the purposes of this Act, including the hiring of 

necessary staff. The sum appropriated shall be expended by the 

public charter school authority. 

SECTION 9, There is authorized up to $20 million in 

general obligation bands for the construction of charter school 

facilities and the major repair and renovation of existing 

public charter school facilities. 

SECTION 10. Statutory material to be repealed is bracketed 

and stricken. New statutory material is underscored. 

SECTION 11. This Act shall take effect Jul 

INTRODUCED BY: 



DEPARTMENT: 

TITLE : 

PURPOSE : 

JUSTIFICATION SKEET 

Office of the Governor. 

A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO PUBLIC 
CHARTER SCHOOLS. 

The purpose of this bill is to 
reiterate the objectives of the State's 
public charter schools, enhance and 
provide sufficient organizational 
support to sustain the independence of 
charter schools, set out the powers and 
responsibilities of charter schools 
clearly, provide charter schools with 
the resources they need to educate 
their students, and allow additional 
start-up charter schools to be 
established. 

Add a new Chapter 302B to the Hawaii 
Revised Statutes; amend sections 13- 
l(a), 13-3(a), 13-4(a), 26-12, 28-8.3, 
89-6 (f) (21, 302A-302 (a), 302A-1101 (a), 
302A-1102, 302A-1111, 302A-1128, 302A- 
1402, 3023-1403, and 302A-1404, Hawaii 
Revised Statutes; and repeals subpart D 
of Part IV of Chapter 302A, Hawaii 
Revised Statutes. 

JUSTIFICATION: Currently, the Department of Education 
serves as both the State Educational 
Agency (SEA) and the Local Educational 
Agency. Creating a public charter 
school authority as a separate LEA from 
the Department of Education will allow 
charter schools to more efficiently 
apply for, receive, and disburse 
federal charter school program grant 
monies. 

Current law grants only the Charter 
School Review Board of the State Board 
of Education the authority to grant 
charters to schools. Since the 
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Department of Education operates as 
both the SEA and an LEA, the Board of 
Education has little incentive to 
create schools that compete with 
existing district schools. Allowing 
multiple chartering authorities gives 
groups a broader range of paths to 
obtaining a charter, brings the 
resources of outside entities and 
organizations to bear on K12 
challenges, and helps to ensure 
accountability through a strong 
authorizer/school relationship. 

Allowing a combination of individuals, 
groups of parents, organization and 
non-profit groups to apply for a 
charter would bring a wealth of outside 
resources into new charter schools and 
would best reflect the wishes of the 
schools most important customers - 
students and parents. 

Charter schools should be allowed to 
operate outside of most of the 
burdensome regulations placed on 
regular district schools in order to 
fulfill their mission. In addition, 
such autonomy promotes a culture of 
accountability within a charter school, 
helping to ensure success. 

Current law provides no per-pupil 
allotment for facilities as is 
incorporated into capital funding for 
district schools. Consequently, 
Hawaii's charter schools are ineligible 
to compete for federal charter school 
facilities incentive grants. 

Impact on the public: The public will 
benefit from greater school choice and 
increased student achievement. A 
stronger charter schoof law will 
encourage individuals, groups, and 
communities to create start-up charter 
schools. The increased flexibility in 
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funding and the receipt of federal 
funds will enable charter schools to 
run more efficiently and empower them 
to provide their students with healthy 
and safe learning environments. The 
measures of accountability will enable 
the State to provide measurable 
outcomes regarding the success of 
charter schools and assist in the 
identification of areas for 
improvement. 

Impact an the department and other 
agencies: The measure would ease the 
administrative burden on the Department 
of Education and Board of Education by 
empowering the public charter school 
authority to function as a Local 
Education Agency (LEA) , 

The measure will result in better 
administration of a successful public 
charter school program by giving the 
public charter school authority, true 
authority over the implementation of 
the State's charter school laws. 

The Department of Accounting and 
General Services, Department of 
Education, and the University of Hawaii 
will assist the public charter schools 
with the identification of vacant 
facilities and equipment. The 
Department of Human Resources 
Development, Department of Accounting 
and General Services, and the 
Department of Education may contract 
services with the pubic charter 
schools. 

GENERAL FUNDS: 52  million General Fund appropriation. 
$20 million authorization for general 
obligation bonds. 

OTHER F W S :  NONE. 

PPBS PROGRAM 
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DESIGNATION: EDN 6 0 0 .  

OTHER AFFECTED 
AGENCIES : All. 

EFFECTIVE DATE: July 1, 2 0 0 7 ,  except for those 
provisions relating to the transfer of 
the responsibility to act as the public 
charter schools' LEA for purposes of 
special education, which should take 
effect on July 1, 2 0 0 8 ,  or when 
sufficient positions are transferred 
from the Department of Education to the 
Public Charter School Authority to 
satisfy that responsibility. 


