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Ambassador  R i c h a r d  H e l m s  
. W.S. Embassy Tehran  

APO N e w  York 09205 

*Dear Ambassador Elelme, 

120 Bo ad 
McL i r  22101 

I a s k  y o u r  i n d u l g e o c e  
i t  c o n c e r n s  a mat ter  of 80 
i n g  w i t h  M r .  Waller, who w i l  
e x p r e e e e d  t o ' h i m  m y ' d e e i r e  t 
t h e  l i b e r t y  t o  i n f o r m  him 
my c r e d e n t i a l s ,  I r e g r e t  
f r o m  my second  t o u r  I n  Vie 
t h e  I n t e l l i g e n c e  S t a r  w h i c  
b o r e  y o u r  s i g n a t u r e .  

T h e r e  is a b i t  of a c o m p l i c a t i o n  r e g a r d i n g  t i m e t a b l e s  i n  
t h a t  I s h o u l d  g e t  t o  t h e  f i e l d  b e f o r e  O c t o b e r  1 9 7 5  if I a m  t o  
c l o c k  a t h r e e - y e a r  t o u r  b e f o r e  b e i n g  f o r c e d  t o  t u r e .  I a m  
c e r t a i n  some accommodat ion  c a n  b e  made r e g a r d 1  t o u r ?  b u t  
I w i l l  h a v e  t o  n e g o t i a t e  a f i r m  comri t .ment  as aa  p o s s i b l e .  

My r e a s o n  f o r  w a n t i n g  t o  serve in Ir  t h a t  I c o n s i d e r  
i t  o n e  of t h e  g r e a t  d e v e l o p i n g  b a s t  t h e  f r e e  w o r l d ,  and 
I r e g a r d  t h e  Shah  as a c b u r a g e o u e  B g h t e d e d  l e a d e r .  I 
b e l i e v e ,  p e r h a p s  p r e e u m p t u o u s l y ,  t h  ave t h e  b r o a d  b a s e d  , 

e x p e r i e n c e - - n o t  l e a s t  of a l l  t h e  s p e n t  i~ Vietnam,  
i n t e r m i x e d  w i t h  my e t i n t  a s  t h e  o f  t h e  I t a l i a n  show-- 
wh ich  c a n  b e  employed i n  t h e  e f f  i n s u r e  t h e  i n t e g r i t y  
and s e c u r i t y  of I r a n .  I h a v e  b e e n  t o  I r a n  a number o f  times 
and had d e a l i n g s  w i t h  t h e  I r a n i a n  ICC g r o u p  I n  Vietqem. ' 

A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  I h a v e  l a n g u a g e  f a c i l i t y  in a number of l a n g u a g e s  
( C h i n e s e ,  J a p a n e s e ,  I t a l i a n ,  S p a n i s h ,  F r e n c h )  which migh t  come 
i n  handy not8 t h a t  I r a n  h a s  become a r a j o r  c r o s s r o a d s  o f  t h e  
w o r l d .  

I r e g r e t  t h a t  you have  been e u  
' i n q u i r i e s ,  b u t  I am c o n f i d e n t  

know t h e  c o n t r i b u t i o n s - - a n d  s a  
c a u s e .  
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I I had lunch w i t h  D 
in Vietnam.. !he is a 
pyolrd. '1 

last hurrah.  
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May 5 ,  1975 

Dear Tu l ly ,  

was good t o  hea r  from you r i a in .  I am s o r r y  t o  h8ve 
missed see ing  you a f t e r  your r e t u r n  f r o a  Vietnam and 
n o t  t o  have been around t o  c o n g r a t u l a t e  you on your  
Xnte l l igsnce  Star. 

I wish I could  encourage you in your  i n t e r e s t  
i n  coming t o  Tehran f o r  a tour of duty.  Unfo r tuna te ly  
t h i n g s  are very t i g h t  here. There i s  no p r o s p e c t  of 
i n c r e a s i n g  the  size of t h e  station and it is uy 
understanding from M r .  Waller  t h a t  t he  s t a t i o n  i s  a l r e a d y  
f u l l y  s t a f f o d  and t h a t  replacements f o r  a l l  t hose  who 
w i l l  be l eav ing  Tehran dur ing  t h i s  y e a r  are a l r e a d y  in 
the  pipe-line. I suggost  you inform Wr. Wolfe, t h e  
new NE Division Chief, of your i n t e r e s t .  Perh8ps he 
can f i n d  a s u i t a b l e  p o s t  elsewhere in h i s  a r e a .  

I 

Thank you f o r  ybur  letter of A p r i l  2 4 ,  1975.  I t  

Best of luck and warm regards:  

S i n c e r e l y  , 

Richard Helms 


