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REF? DIRECTOR TI 
1. T)rE CABLE VHtCH FCLLWS IS FORWlVIbEb !# ORDER T O  PROVIDE 

AMBASSADOR HELM9 PERTINE11 PU?IIOlS OF TFE TEXT OF SEWOUR MERSWS 

THIS TEXT CIWAftABLE IO AMBASSAD(R WLPIS Updl H I S  R E T U R N  TO 
MIROBL 

UcIICLE PtBLfSm 1 N T E  llEU PORKTIMES2 FEB 1975. K E A S  MAKE 

2. BEQIN unanssInm RICMRD mms, WHnE DIRECTCR OF 
aIVTRAL INTELLlSERcE,  dRDERED A HIGH OFFICIN. OF T ? E  ABEIICY TO 
UIfHMDLD UhTERBATE tffFCRMATlOll A I @  DENY 3USfCE DEPARTNEW ACCeSS 
TO A KEY vnmss IW T I E  FIRS SIX WEEKS nnm T W  B R E A N ~ I M  ow 

FOR THE CIA BECCRE HE RETIRED IN LATE 1973, TOLD n HOUSE r m n -  

JUNE 17. 1372, ACCmDIRG TO MEVIOUSLY UN?UBLISlED TESTIMOIY. 

THE OFFICML, HOVARD J. OSBCRM€,  WHO WAS DIRECTOR OF S C U R I T Y  

L B E N a  SUBCOWMirTEE IN MfiY 1373, I M T  PRO ELMS DECIDED THAI A 

NEHBER O f  T!€ TEAM TMT eRO@ IIlfd DE?lOCRnT!C PARTY HEADQUARTERS 
SR!ES OF LETTERS 9ENI T O  THE AGENCY B Y  JAMES Ye MCCdRD, JR. 9 A 

T I E  WATeRbATE CORREX, SHOtLb NUT FdRWARDEb TO THE JUSTICE 
DE PART HE n o  

HUNP S R6CE. MR. ELMS MmE #IS D E C I S I O N  AI TIME WHEN THE 
A S I C Y  VAS OWER SUBPOENA FROM THE JUSlICE DEPARTMENT TO FORWARD 
“AtL COMMUNICAI Idlls” R E L A T E D  IO WATERBATE. 

T f E  HCCORD LETTERS, SNT BETUEER JHLY 23, 19729 AND EARLY 
JAWUMY, 1973, WARllED T I E  AGEWCY THAT 0FFICYM.S OF THE COMMITTEE 
FOR THE RE-ELECTION OF T I €  PRESIDEIOT WERE RANWIR? I O  COWfEUfJ 
THAT T I E  BREAK-Tt4 WAS A CU OPERnTfOII. 

IN 8s O F I W  LETTERS, MR. MCCCRD SAID, ‘ I  HAVE THE E V f b E l C E  
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trlR, OSBORCIE TESTIFIED BEFCRE THE XOUSE SUBCOWN!TTEE THAT !€ 

LETTER SWOUD BE T U R I O  OVER T O T I E  FBL HdYEVER, LAWREICE Hc)USTON, 
THE BEKRAL COURStL TO 1s CIA, TESTIFIED THAT HE HAD ADVISED 
MI. )(EtMS THAT THT AB€NCY HAD NO LEGAL RESPONSIBILITY TO D O  SQ, 

EH?tlCHblAII LINK, THE TH?EE UUlTED S A T E S  ATTORNEYS WHO 
CRX8INALtY FROSCUTED TH CASE FOR T t E  JUSfrCE DEPARTWEWI D I D  loa 
LEARM OF T t E  E N L I C H M A f f  LINK T O  Tt l€  C I A  FOR FIVE MOUTHS. THEY 
a90 WERE NOT TOLD O f  TRE RCCUID LmTERS T O  THE CIA UloTIL WAY, 

IhD TOLD MRo W L M S  HZ FELT "VERY STROlOQY THAT THE FIRST MCCORD 

19750 

T t €  HOUSE SUgCOMITTEE BEGAN KARllobS I N T H E  SPRIlQG OF 1973 
SHtRTLY AFTER CrA rNVOLVEflENT W!THTZ WH!TE HOUSE "PLUMBERS" 
ECAME KNWK 

MR, HELMS TOLD THE REPRESERTATIIRS THAT "EVERYBdbY WAS 
INSRUCTCD T O  X L P  U I T H T M :  FBI I N V E S I ~ 6 A T I O N  !N THE AGENCY, ARD 

EUERYLEAD WAS C W C E D o a o o  
#L THE THfll6S WERE PfRSED." 

ALL T t E  RECCRDS UeRE GONE T M O U B H  A N D  



3 DWECfOR 
Mt?. )IELMSY ABOuT NR. O S B ~ R ~ S  ALLE- 

BCITIOWS, B S  WILLIAM E. C a B Y ,  T t E R  MR. B l N ' S D E W r Y  Al ID  ROW 
DmECTOR OF &MRAL IWELLIBEff&, R E R A T E D L Y  TdLb 7NE SWCOMMTTTEE 
THAT T I E  ASEMCY'S FAILtRE TO m O V l b E  ALL KNWN IRFaRMATIOl  TO THE 
FBI VAS 8AStb Off RS COWCZRI) "TMAT IT WOKD SOPJEHOW BE INV0cVD 

PUBLIC rN?ORMATIOU Ill T E  PRESS.... 
LEAKS T O  THE PRESS" 

H I B f h L E M .  CIA REACT!OW T O  WATERBATE WAS PART OF WHAT A ION YORK 
TINES 1I)QUVIY HAS S#WU T O  BE A MORE YYDESII?EAD PATTERN OF CIA 
mNCOORRAT lol l  TMll  fREVfOU!%Y KKWIC 

III T H E  VATGRBATE ase Am TIERE W A S  QUITE A LOT OF PUBLICITY AND 
I THIffK THE CONCERN WAS ABOUT 

W I D ~ E S P R ~ D  PATTER rr. MR. o s m  RIP s TEST IMOIIY Asom T H E  rnn IAL 

NO EVIDENcE WAS FOUWb LINKING THE CIA 10 ADVANCE KNOYLEDOE 

THAT T!E IRTELLI@EH(E AGENCY FOLLOWLI, TR COURSE IT D I D  I8 PART 
E C A U S E  OF A FEAR THAT SOME OF ITS D O R E S T I C  COVER FIRMS AS WELL 
AS ITS 1971 D O M E S I C  AcfIVRIES 011 BEHALF OF T I E  WHITE HOUSE WOULD 

CF 1% w n m m m  BREAR-IW, B W  TIE TESTIMO~Y AIO DOCUMENTS INDICATE 

E UIICOWRED* 

T I E  CIA IS C I R R E R L Y  F A C I E  IRTEffSIVE ~ l ~ s f I 6 A T I O N S  B Y  HOUSE 
m =RATE COMMITTINS srElrlMrre RON ITS ADMITTED INVOLVEMENT IN 
~ Q U E S T I O W A E L ~  D O M E S I C  SPYING ACTIVITIES. r N  ADDITION, AI) EIGNT- 
MEMBER COHMISSIOII SEI U P B Y  FRESDEIVT FORD ARD WADED B Y  VICE 
RESIDER ROCKEFELLER IS 1W !TS SECOND MORTH OF HEARINGS IWTO THE 
DOMES IC SPYING ALLEBCLT IOWS 

I N  A RECEUI I n E R V I E U ,  SEYMOlR QLAmER, OllE OF T f E  O R l @ I @ A L  
WATERBATE PR0Se:CtITORSWHORETfRD LRST YEAR A F T E R  SERVfM3 14 YEARS 
U l I H  TM J U S I b  DEPARTHE*, C f W A C T E R n E D  THE CIA 'S  POST-WATERdATE 
ACT IOffS AS T tE EFFORTS " OF A R IllfELL rGEU& AGEWCY SERVIlld SOME 
CLIEN BYZAWIIRE WYER R A T I E R  fM8 ONE DEVOTED TO TFIE BEST I N T E R E S S  
W 'YK PEOPLE OF THIS COUM'R Ye" 

"UOS OF T I E  FAClS NAY BE KNOWN IO THE GOVERNWENT WW," 
m. BLAIEER SAD, "BUT T I E  P ~ I C  ISPT AWARE OF WHAT T F ~ E  crn HAS 
DONE. THT: WHaLE VEIlf tRE WAS ORE OF KEEP1196 IRFCRM~TION FROW US. 

tANAZED' B Y  CONlUCTtr " f FRA#M.Y  WAS AMAZED B Y  THE COIODUCT 

... , * I , ,  t 

r. 
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l!kGhi%IA. ANYONE WHO B E L I E V E S  IN 
AGE 4 DIRECTOR 

AND THE MENTALI 
CANDOR MUST APPEAR TO BE QUITE NAIVE TO THEM. A N D  FRANKLY, I 
MUST HAVE APPEARED TO B E  NAIVE TO THEM. 

THE MOST C R I T I C A L  CIA FAILURE, MR. GLANZER SAID, WAS THE 
AGENCY'S D E C I S I O N  NOT TO PRODUCE THE SIX LETTERS SENT BY 

COMPELLING THE AGENCY TO PRODUCE "ALL COMMUNICATIONS" RELATING 
MRa-  MCCORD AFTER BEING SERVED WITH A J U S T I C E  DEPARTMENT SUBPOENA 

TO WATERGATE a 

"THE MCCORD CONTACTS WOULD HAVE BEEN VITAL," M R e  GLANZER S A I D ,  
BECAUSE EARL Ja S I L B E R T ,  THE P R I N C I P A L  UNITED STATES ATTORNEY 
INVESTIGATING WATERGATE, " H A D  SELECTED MCCOFZD AS i H E  WEAK LINK-- 
THE ONLY PERSOFJ WHO H A D  INFORMATION A N D  MIGHT BE MADE WILLING 
TO TALK." 

"THE LETTERS WERE A N  INDICATION THAT THERE W A S  SOME WAY OF 
REACHING THE M A N , "  THE FORMER PROSECUTOR SAID. 

MRa MCCORD, WHO H A D  EARLIER RE3UFFED AI4 ATTEMPT TO BEGIN 
PLEA BARGAINING, REPEATEDLY WARNED THE C I A  IN THE LETTERS THAT 
ATTEMPTS WOULD 3 E  MADE TO PLACE THE BLAME FOR WATERGATE ON THE 
AGENCY 

UPON LEARNING IF! H A Y ,  1973 OF THE MCCORD LETTERS, MR. GLANZER 
SAID, THE PROSECUTORS TOLD ONE HIGH-LEVEL C I A  OFFICIAL--NOT 
MRa HELMS--THAT HE W A S  A POTENTIAL TARGET OF A G R A N D  J l l R Y  INVESTI -  
GATION. THE O F F I C I A L  RESIGNED WITHIN D A Y S ,  MR. GLANZEE SAID. 

IN MRa MCCORD'S F I R S T  1 E T T E R  TO THE C I A ,  WHICH WAS SENT TO 
THE O F F I C E  OF Mi?. HELMS SIX WEEKS AFTER WATERGATE, PAUL O'BRIEN,  

H A V I N G  SAID THAT COMMITTEE O F F I C I A L S  H A D  I N I T I A L L Y  INFORMED i 4 I M  
THAT THE BREAK-IN WAS A CIA OPERATIONe 

AN ATTORNEY FOR THE N I X O N  RE-ELECTION COMMITTEE, WAS QUOTED AS 

"HE SAYS HE D I D  NOT KNOW OTHERWISE," MR. MCCORD'S  LETTER 
SAID, "UNTIL  O N E  OF THE DEFENDANTS TOLD H I M  THE FACTS A N D  HE SAYS 
HE BLEW UP OVER IT." 

THE LETTER SAID THAT THERE 'JJOULD 3 E  A N  ATTEMPT TO D E P I C T  



S-T' 
AS A CIA OPERATION A N D  SUGGESTED THAT THE 

PAGE 5 DIRECTOR 
THE WATERGATE B 
WATERGATE PROSECUTORS WERE LEAKING ANTI-AGENCY MATERIAL TO THE 
PRESS. 

MR. MCCORD CLOSED THE LETTER WITH THE FOLLOWING STATEMENT, 
WHICH, GIVEN HIS EXTENSIVE KNOWLEDGE OF COUNTERINTELLIGENCE 
OPERATIONS, M A Y  HAVE LED TO VARYING INTERPRETATIONS I N S I D E  THE 
AGENCY: 

"THE FACT REMAINS THAT I HAVE L I V E D  IN WASHINGTON S I N C E  1942 
A N D  KNOW CERTAIN THINGS ABOUT THE D I S T R I C T  OF COLUMBIA FROM F I R S T -  
H A N D  KNOWLEDGE, H A V I N G  LIVED THERE IN THE PAST,  THAT I WANTED Y O U  
TO BE AWARE OF." 

THE LETTER I N I T I A L L Y  WAS DISMISSED AS CRANK MAIL, MR, OSBORNE 
TOLD THE HOllSE SIJSCOMMITTEE IN MAY, 1973, BUT WAS SU3SEQUENTLY 
I D E N T I F I E D  THROUGH MR. MCCORD'S HANDWRITING. MR. OSBORNE THEN 
RECOUNTED THE FOLLOWING EVENTS: 

"I SHOWED THE LETTER TO MRo HELMS. I TOLD H I M  THAT I FELT 
VERY STRONGLY THAT THE LETTER SHOULD BE TURNED OVER TO THE FEDERAL 

THAT HE WOULD L I K E  TO HAVE LEGAL O P I N I O N  ON THE MATTER A N D  SUMMONED 
BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION.  MR. HELMS, AFTER SOME REFLECTION, DECIDED 

MR. LAWRENCE HOUSTON, GENERAL COUNSEL OF THE AGENCY, TO HIS O F F I C E  
A N D  H A D  H I M  READ THE LETTER. 

'LEGAL OBLIGATION.' "AFTER HE H A D  F I N I S H E D  READING THE LETTER, 
THE ENSUING DISCUSSION, TO THE EJEST OF MY RECOLLECTION, CENTERED 
ABOUT WHETHER THE AGENCY H A D  A N Y  LEGAL OBLIGATION TO FORWARD THE 
LETTER TO THE J U S T I C E  DEPARTMENT OR THE FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGA- 
TION. 

"BOTH MR. HELMS AND MRI HOUSTON DECIDED THAT THERE WAS NO SUCH 
OBLIGATION, AND I WAS TOLD TO TAKE NO FURTHER ACTION ON I T ,  
MR. HELMS INSTRUCTED ME TO RESTRICT KNOWLEDGE OF THE EXISTENCE OF 
THE LETTER TO A N  ARSOLUTE M I N I M U M  NUMBER O F  PEOPLE." 

WHEN MR. MCCORD'S SUBSEQUENT LETTERS WERE RECEIVED AT HOME 
BY A CIA EMPLOYEE IN LATE DECEMBER, 1972, 4 N D  EARLY J A N U A R Y ,  f973, 
THEY WERE BROUGHT TO MR, OSBORNE, WHO, AS HE TOLD THE SUBCOMMITTEE, 
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S-T G? HELMS TO F I L E  THEM, 
PAGE 6 DIRECTOR 
WAS AUTHORIZED BY 

THE LETTERS WERE TURNED OVER TO THE WATERGATE PROSECUTORS I N  
MAY, 1973, AFTER MR. SCHLESINGER ORDERED ALL C I A  EMPLOYEES TO COME 

WHITE HOUSE PLUMBERS OR OTHER DOMESTIC C I A  INVOLVEMENT, 
FORWARD WITH A N Y  EVIDENCE OR INFORMATION IN CONNECTION WITH THE 

MRe OSBORNE ACKNOWLEDGED TO THE COMMITTEE THAT HE H A D  BEEN 
TROUBLED BY MRD HELMS'S ORDER NOT TO F O R W A R D  THE MCCORD LETTERS. 

"WE H A D  SEEN WORKING VERY CLOSELY WITH THE F B I , "  HE TES-  
T I F I E D .  "I HAVE ALWAYS GIVEN THEM EVERYTHING. I HAVE NEVER HELD 
ANYTHING FROM THEM, 

*HE WAS MY BOSS.' "AT THE TIME I DON'T THINK I REALLY AGREED 
WITH I T  (THE DECISION TO WITHHOLD THE LETTERS) .  BUT, Y O U  KNOW, 
I WORKED F O R  MR. HELMS, HE WAS MY BOSS. I WOULD DO THE SAME THING 
WITH MR. SCHLESINGER." 

A REVIEW OF THE PUi3LISHED TESTIMONY INDICATES THAT MR, HELMS 
WAS NEVER S P E C I F I C A L L Y  ASKED ABOUT HIS REQUEST THAT THE MCCORD 
LETTERS NOT BE FORWARDED. 

MR. HOUSTON, HOWEVER, WAS QUESTIONED BY THE HOUSE SU3COMMITTEE 
ABOUT HIS COUNSEL TO MR. HELMS AFTER RECEIPT OF THE I N I T I A L  MCCORD 
LETTER IN AUGUST, 1972, HE DEFENDED HIS ACTION BY NOTING THAT HE 

THREATENED OR HINTED AT A CIA INVOLVEMENT. 
H A D  BEEN INVOLVED I N  M A N Y  CASES WHERE PERSONS UNDER INDICTMENT 

IN THE CASE OF THE MCCORD LETTER, HE ADDED, HE CONSIDERED IT 
TO BE A S I M I L A R  WARNING O R  THREAT THAT THERE "MIGHT BE A N  ACTUAL 
ATTEMPT TO INVOLVE THE AGENCY IN THE DEFENSE O F  THOSE ARRESTED IN 
THE WATERGATE INCIDENT." 

S I N C E  THE CIA H A D  NO PRIOR INVOLVEMENT I N  THE WATERGATE 8REAK- 
IN, MR. HOUSTON EXPLAINED, AFJD S I N C E  A N Y  THREAT OF BLUFF WAS S E S T  
COUNTERED, IN HIS OPINION, BY I G N O R I N G  I T ,  " I  THEREFORE ADVISED 
THE DIRECTOR OF CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE THAT WE H A D  NO LEGAL RESPONSI-  
B I L I T Y  TO PASS THE LETTER O N  TO A N Y  OTHER AUTHORITIES  A N D  THAT WE 
WOULD krOtl# WITH THE UNITED STATES ATTORNEYS WHEN THE DEFENSE 



RLQIB 7 DlRCCTdR S h  T 
AaURLLY MADE A ? A 4TTEMR TO I R V d L a  T t E  AGENCY AT THE 
Tff1At.o TM? bmECidR AOREEI),' 

NRo HL)USfON S t B S E Q t S e m L Y  ACKNOWLEDGED UmER QUESTIONIIJO, Hay- 
EmR, Tat VWW MRo SItBERT A N D  URo QLAUZER REQWSfED T I E  CIA TO 
SUPPLY rnmwnrrow IA ommm IH AWHCIPATION OF A CIA DEFENSE 
At T t E  WATERME I R  IAL, T W  AdENCY SILL WITHWLD TW-LCTTERS, 

UTTH REPRESlVrhTrvE l'4EDZ L 
llEbZ1 IMERRmATES THEN T)ERE WAS THE POLLWI110 EXCMNGE 

NED2 It fSWT I HIS REALLY SUPFRESSIffi EVIDEloCE? 
0 

HOUSfONt SIR, I D I D  CONSIDER IT EVfbEffCE AT ALL. 

l€DZb la WAS ffUT EVIDERCE OF AGENCY IRVOLVEWEIIT, BUT IT WAS 
C€RTAIl(l,Y I l lFdRMClTIONTMT CaU.D UERY U n t  HAVE BEEN USEFUL T O  THE 
aBLf6AT ION BOES BEYOlt) J U S  DEFE#)!M ITSEtF, 
COlobUCY OF A C O M R E I E  INVESfIQATIO10, A l l b  ! THINK THAT TR AGENCY'S 

N R o  O S d R I I E  ALSO TESXFEb THAT HE WAS dRbERED B Y  R R o  m M S  
WDT T O  INQUIRE IRO MRo H U W S  LfAKS T O  D m S f I C  CIA ACTIVITIES 
IN 1971. 

IrlR. UAdRER LEARNED AT A S A F F  MEETfIW THAT HR. OSBORHE W 
m a  A S S ~ I ( E ~  TO T H E  I ~ ~ M S T ~ T I O N ,  MR. OSBORNE S A D ,  ~ r m  "CALLED 
I ~ E  AMD SAID HE MD SOMETHXMQ w unwrm T O  TELL HE BUT HE TO 
CHECK U I T H T K  DfRECfOR FIRST0 TW DfREmdR CAtLED ME 0% THE 
TELEPHONE TMT SAME DAY A t 0  SAIb, "YOU FORBET CIBOUT THAT, I VILL 
t h I b L E  T W .  YOWAKE CARE OF THE REST OF IT, 

" I  WAS SPECIFICALLY EX(LtDED FROM KWOYtebdE OF THE CIA 
~VOLVElrlpHf IN TM ELLSBERG BURQLARY, AND I AM DELIGHTED I wns." 

WHILE SUPPORIIflQ THE A C f I O N S  T A K E R  BY MRo HELHS !N THE RONTHS 
AFTER WATEReATE, MR. C d c B Y  ALSO T a b  THE SEtlATE ARMED SERVICES 

W E  B Y  m0 HELMS, 
COHMIrTEE TMAT T W  B A S I C D E C I S I O N S  !WVdCVIl@ CIA P a I C Y  HAD BEEN 

" T I E  B A S I C  PHILOSOPHY OF *&PING THE C I A  OUT OF THE MISUIIQER- 



I .  

E@ UNCLASSIFIED. E2 1MR)ET. 
S E P  E T 

"E SEEMED SIRPRISED AHD UNAWARE OF ARY StlCHLI'191(," THE 
UODEMTIFIIED CIA OFFICIAL SAID0 " I  WAS SURE THAT SOMEOIE HAD 
WlPILED TMe FACTS ABOW TW ABECQCYS IRWOLVEMEllf WITH HUllf AifD 
TW WAIERdATE A N D  YMT IT SHOUtD BE AVAILABLE SOMEWHERE rR T I E  
AOECQCY IF' E HAI) Ia &LREADY SEEW IT0 

"E SeElrlED DISMAYED A H )  BEWILDERED THAT SOMETHIAG LIKE THIS 
COUD WVE HAPPEIID Am THAT );E D I D  NOT KRdW ABOUT IT.' 


