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TO: PRIORITY GENERAL BRENT- SCOWCROFT, WHITE HOUSE 

FOR: SECRETARY KISSINGER.  

I FROM: AMBASSADOR HELMS, TEHRAN. 

1. I WISH TO ALERT'YOU EARLY TO WHAT WILL BE A GROWING 

PROBLEM FOR THE SHAH I N  HIS SUPPORT FOR THE KURDS, NAMELY, CAR- 

ING FOR THE INCREASING NUMBER OF REFUGEES. . _ .  ' I  ' :, 

2 .  THE SHAH TOLD ME ON 2 JULY THAT 4 2 , 0 0 0  IRAQI  KURDISH 

REFUGEES ARE NOW BEING CARED FOR I N  IRANIAN CAMPS AND H O S P I T A L S  

AND THAT T H I S  N@lBER WILL PROBABLY GROW AS I R A Q I  PLANES AND 

ARMOR CONTINUE T H E I R  BATTERING OF KURDISH VILLAGES.  HE EXPRESS 
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UNABLE TO ENGAGE THE P I S H  MERGA ON FAVORABLE TERMS, THE I R A Q I S  

HAVE RESORTED TO DAY AND NIGHT TERROR-BOMBING OF KURDISH TOWNS 

AND VILLAGES, USING HIGH-ALTITUDE T U - 1 6  AND T U - 2 2  BOMBERS AND 

EMPLOYING HEAVY BOMBS AND NAPALM. THE KURDS HAVE NO A N T I -  

AIRCRAFT WEAPONS CAPABLE OF REACHING THE IRAQI  PLANES. TO 

ESCAPE THESE BOMBINGS, TENS OF THOUSANDS OF KURDISH WOMEN AND 

CHILDREN AND OLD PEOPLE HAVE FLED ACROSS THE BORDER. I N  KURDISH 9,c. ' 

TERRIUORY I N S I D E  IRAQ, BARZANI 'S  PROBLEM.OF CARING FOR NON- 

COMBATANTS HAS BEEN INCREASED BY THE INFLUX OF AN ESTIMATED 

250,000 KURDS WHO FLED SAGHDAD AND OTHER ARAB-DOMINATED PLACES.  

I T  HAS BEEN D I F F I C U L T J G T  P O S S I B L E  

THE MILD SUMMIjR M BUT I F  THE S T I L L  CON-' 

TINUING WHEN. WI WIL 

SUFFERING.  
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GORIES OF SUPPORT TO THE KURDS. H I S  GOVERNOR-GENERAL I N  IRANIAN 

KURDISTAN TOLD OUR V I S I T I N G  VICE CONSUL OF PLANS FOR A CRASH 

PROGRAM TO CONSTRUCT WINTERIZED QUARTERS FOR REFUGEES, BUT I T  IS  

UNLIKELY THAT F A C I L I T I E S  WILL BE READY *IN TIME OR WILL BE 

ADEQUATE TO COPE WITH THE PROBLEM. 
\I 

THE SHAH AND WE BELIEVE A STRONG EFFORT SHOULD#+BE MADE 6, 

* I  TO FOCUS WORLD ATTENTION ON THE GENOCIDAL WAR.BE1NG’‘WAGE.D AGAINST 

THE KURDS BY THE BAGHDAD REGIME. T H I S  COULD BE DbNE THROUGH THE 

MEDIA AND PERHAPS THROUGH THE UNITED NATIONS, THE KURDS AND THE 

IRANIANS ARE AWARE OF T H I S  NEED AND ARE WORKING ON I T .  

DISCREETLY SUPPORTING T H E I R  EFFORT I N  THE MEDIA F I E L D .  

I 

WE ARE 

$ ., . 7. ANOTHER FORM OF R E L I E F  WOULD COME, OF CO 

C I T I Z E N S  I N  THE 

0 

8 



1 1  

i l !  

. .  

....... 

- 
. . . .  

. . . . .  ....... 
I .. , ,  
i-.. 
............. . . . .  . .  

. . . . . . . . . . .  

. I  y 

J.' 

Y 

. .  

. .  

. . .  . .  
' ;.., ;. , . . 
.. ;. . . .  :.. . . .  

... 

....... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  - . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . .  . . .  . . . . . . .  

(13 
PAGE 4 TEHRAN S-/SENSITIVE EYES ONLY 

PECTS FOR A CHANGE OF REGIME I N  BAGHDAD ARE UNCERTAIN, I T  

LOOKS AS I F  THE SHAH WILL HAVE TO ALLOT SUCH MONEY AND RESOURCES 

AS WILL BE NECESSARY TO ACCOMMODATE GROWING NUMBERS OF REFUGEES 

T H I S  WINTER. WE SHOULD NOT BE SURPRISED I F  HE PRESSES US TO 

A S S I S T  I N  SOME WAY. WE HAVE REACHED THE UPPER L I M I T S  - OF CON- 

CEALABLE ASSISTANCE,  SO I F  WE DECIDE TO DO MORE, I T  W1EEi\#kVE 

TO BE THROUGH VOLUNTARY rAGENCIES 

MENT ASSISTANCE PROGRAM. 

T H I S  DEVELOPING PROBLEM TO SOME S P E C I F I C  INDIVIDUAL (DN YOUR S T A F F ,  

BECAUSE I T  WILL PREDICTABLY BE COMING OUR WAY BEFOREhLONG. 

OR SOME AACKNOWLEDGEABLE' GOVE3tA- W'". ' '  ' 

I N  ANY EVENT YOU MAY WXNT' TWASS!fk%~'- . -  
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