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I. BACKGROUND

1. At its 24th Session in October 1999, the Harmonized System Committee examined
Doc. 42.448, “Possible amendments to the Explanatory Note to Heading 84.71”.  Following
its discussion, the Committee requested the Secretariat to prepare separate documents for
the classification of twelve products of which DVD storage units was one (see Annex G/17 to
Doc. NC0160E2).  The Secretariat requested and received information on these products
through the assistance of International Chamber of Commerce (ICC).  Having received no
input from administrations, the Secretariat presents its own views on the classification of
“DVD storage units” below.

II. SECRETARIAT COMMENTS

2. In the first place, the Secretariat points out that the term “DVD”, initially derived from
Digital Video Disc, now refers to a new generation of discs optically read by laser called
“Digital Versatile Discs”.

3. According to the information provided by the ICC (see the Annex to this document),
DVD storage units are optical storage media with improved capacity and bandwidth
compared to CDs.
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4. In addition, as the Secretariat understands it, the expression “DVD storage units”
refers to the following apparatus :

DVD drives designed to operate solely in conjunction with automatic data processing
machines via an interface.  Unlike DVD drives designed to be connected to apparatus other
than automatic data processing (ADP) machines (e.g., televisions, sound reproducers) DVD
drives for ADP machines do not themselves have any device for recording or reproducing
sound or image.

5. According to some other information obtained by the Secretariat, there are three types
of drives :

(a) DVD-ROM drives : these can only retrieve signals from (read) the disc and transmit
them to the central processor for processing.

(b) DVD-R drives : these read discs and also write to a disc, but only once.  DVD-R (R for
“recordable”) discs can of course be recorded in several stages, but once written the
data can no longer be corrected or deleted.

(c) DVD-RAM drives : these use Phase-Change-Technology (PCT) enabling DVD discs to
be used like magnetic discs or diskettes.  With these drives the discs can be read,
erased and re-recorded.

6. The Secretariat understands that in data processing circles these drives are regarded
as mass memory units.

7. Based on the, admittedly limited, information provided by the ICC and the information
developed by the Secretariat as indicated in paragraph 5 above, the Secretariat is of the view
that these storage units are classifiable in subheading 8471.70 as storage units.  The
Secretariat would apply the same classification rationale as for CD-ROM drives (see
Classification Opinion 8471.70/1).

8. As to their mention in the Explanatory Notes to heading 84.71, the Secretariat leaves it
to the Committee to decide whether the information developed to date (with regard to DVD
storage units) is sufficient for that purpose.

III. CONCLUSION

9. The Committee is invited to examine the classification of the articles described in
paragraph 4, taking account of the Secretariat’s comments above and to decide what further
action to take with regard to this matter.

*      *      *
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DVD Storage Units

DVD (No longer an acronym, after being referred to as Digital Versatile Disc)
storage units: An optical storage medium with improved capacity and bandwidth over
the CD (Compact Disc). DVD drives for computers started as read-only drives ("DVD-
ROM"). DVD's provide over 7 times the storage capacity (4.7GBytes) of CD-ROMS.
Dual- layer discs increase the disc capacity to 8.5GB. Double-sided, dual-layer discs
increase the capacity to 17GB. DVD-ROM drives will also read existing CD-ROMS.
Rewritable DVD-RAM drives currently read and write to a 2.6GB DVD-RAM disc and
read a 3.9GB, 4.7GB and 8.5GS DVD-ROM disc. Dimensions W x H x D: 148 mm x
41 mm x 207 (varies) mm. Weight. =/- 1 kg

*Note:  In general, the acronym “DVD” is used in reference to the technology and is
not usually defined in terms of spelling out what DVD stands for.  If the long-version
of DVD is required, it is generally defined as “Digital Versatile Disk.”  When referring
to the actual drive, it is customary to say “DVD-ROM drive” or “DVD-RAM drive,” etc.

°

°            °
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