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I. BACKGROUND

1. On 5 February 2002, the Secretariat received the literature set out in the Annex to this
document from the US Administration concerning safety seats for infants and toddlers.  This
submission follows the deferral of this question’s examination at the Harmonized System
Committee’s 28th Session.

2. In fact, during the preliminary examination of this question at the 28th Session, the
Committee had expressed doubts with regard to the identification of the product to be
classified.  The US Administration was invited to provide more detailed information on the
articles it wanted the Committee to classify, so that the latter could make a reasoned
decision.

II. SECRETARIAT COMMENTS

3. The Secretariat still feels, as already indicated in paragraphs 12 and 13 of
Doc. NC0423E1, that the seats at issue, although sold as "car seats", do not fulfil the
conditions of “seats of a kind used for motor vehicles” within the meaning of
subheading 9401.20.
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4. In fact, the Secretariat feels that subheading 9401.20 is intended to cover only
equipment originally installed as a permanent fixture by motor vehicle manufacturers, such
as seats and bench seats.

5. The articles at issue appear to go beyond this condition.  They are essentially
removable and can perform several functions, i.e., they are not only used in motor vehicles
for the safe carriage of infants and toddlers, but also in everyday life.  They enable parents to
safely transport their infants in various modes of transport and provide comfortable seating
for infants in the home environment.  In this respect, the illustrations (figures V, W and X) in
the literature submitted by the US Administration appended hereto confirm this interpretation.

6. In the light of the foregoing, the Secretariat would tend to classify the products at issue
in subheading 9401.80.

IV. CONCLUSION

7. The Committee is invited to examine the classification of safety seats for infants and
toddlers, on the basis of the information submitted by the United States set out in the Annex
hereto and the Secretariat’s comments in paragraphs 3 to 6 above, and to decide on the
action to be taken in respect of this matter.

* * *
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