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I. BACKGROUND

1. At its 28th Session, the Committee was informed about the Harmonized System related
publications on the WCO Web sites for the public and for Members, respectively.

II. SECRETARIAT COMMENTS

Public Web site

2. During the intersession, the following items were published or updated on the public
Web site :

(i) List of Contracting Parties and countries applying the Harmonized System (updating);

(ii) Decisions of the 28th Session of the Committee (Classification Rulings and
amendments to the Explanatory Notes and to the Compendium of Classification
Opinions) (publication);

(iii) List with e-mail addresses of Harmonized System officials in Customs administrations
(updating);

(iv) Council Recommendation of 30 June 2001 on the use of standard units of quantity to
facilitate the collection, comparison and analysis of international statistics based on the
Harmonized System (publication; replacing the HS 1996 based Council
Recommendation);
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(v) Deleting the Council Recommendation on narcotic drugs and psychotropic substances
(revoked by the Council);

(vi) “Amending the Harmonized System” (an information paper prepared by the Secretariat
to explain the reasons for the complexity of the HS review process);

(vii) “HS dispute settlement” (an information paper prepared by the Secretariat elucidating
the background of potential disputes and stressing the tremendously important role of
the HS Committee in the facilitation of international trade, since it acts as a kind of
"international court for HS classification disputes"); and

(viii) “The HS – a multipurpose tool” (an information paper prepared by the Secretariat
highlighting the crucial role of the HS as an outstanding classification system to monitor
and control the trade in goods, particularly those relating to environmental and social
concerns.  The new partnerships with international organizations such as the UN
Environmental Protection Agency are indispensable in this respect and this trend will
continue as new issues require solutions).

3. With respect to the list of e-mail addresses of Harmonized System officials in Customs
administrations (see paragraph 2 (iii), above), the Secretariat would like to invite
administrations to verify the data contained in the list (which is reproduced in the Annex to
this document), and, if necessary, to inform the Secretariat about any data that needs to be
updated.  In addition, officers of Customs administrations having e-mail connections but not
listed, are invited to inform the Secretariat whether they wish to be included in this
publication.

4. During the 28th Session, the Committee was informed about the unforeseen technical
problems which had led to the postponement of the actual Internet publication of the HS
Explanatory Notes and the HS Commodity Data Base.  These publications, which can be
consulted against payment, are now available on our public Web site.

Members Web site

5. The Secretariat would like to inform the Committee first, that a Russian version of the
“Nomenclature & Classification” area has been introduced on the Members Web site.  The
Russian version of HS related documents is published on that page of the site.

6. In addition, the list with the names of contact points for the Scientific Sub-Committee
and their e-mail addresses has been updated on the Members Web site (“Nomenclature &
Classification”).

7. Finally, the presentations made during the Scientific Sub-Committee’s last session
(SSC/17 – January 2002) (i.e., (i) on how to support Customs laboratories in developing
countries and (ii) on the role of Customs laboratories in the context of social and
environmental concerns) will be made available on the Members Web site soon.

III. CONCLUSION

8. The Committee is invited (i) to take note of the developments vis-à-vis WCO’s
publications on the Internet, as referred to in paragraphs 2 to 7 above, and (ii) to inform the
Secretariat about any lacking or incorrect information in the above-referenced publications.

* * *
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E-mail addresses of officials responsible for Harmonized System matters
in national administrations

This list contains e-mail addresses of officials responsible for Harmonized System (HS)
matters in national administrations, which may advise you in matters related to HS
classifications, rulings taken by the HS Committee and matters of a general policy.  In some
cases office e-mail addresses are indicated, in addition to or in lieu of the officer’s e-mail
address.

The list also contains the e-mail address of the Tariff and Trade Affairs Directorate of WCO.

COUNTRY NAME E-MAIL ADDRESS

AUSTRALIA Mr. B. THOMAS brian.thomas@customs.gov.au

AUSTRIA Mr. R. TIEFENBACHER
Mr. G. MAYR

rudolf.tiefenbacher@bmf.gv.at
gunter.mayr@bmf.gv.at

CANADA Mr. I. LERON ignatius.leron@ccra-adrc.gc.ca

CHINA Mr. WANG WEN hscgac@ccn.customs.gov.cn

CZECH
REPUBLIC

Mr. M. HANUS
Mr. D. KOZIK
Mr. D. CHOVANEC

hanus@cs.mfcr.cz
kozik@cs.mfcr.cz
chovanec@cs.mfcr.cz

ESTONIA Ms. R. PAADE
Ms. S. POLDRE

ruth.paade@customs.ee
sirje.poldre@customs.ee

FINLAND Mr. T. JAROLF
Mr. K. HOVI

Tage.Jarolf@tulli.fi
kalevi.hovi@tulli.fi

GERMANY poststelle@bundesfinanzministerium.de

ICELAND Mr. H. GUDMUNDSSON
Mr. S. BJARGMUNDSSON

hermann.gudmundsson@tollur.is
stefan.bjargmundsson@tollur.is
rikistollstjori@tollur.is

INDONESIA Mr. I. RIDWAN irwanr@indosat.net.id

IRAN M. M.R. SHEIKHIAN g.d.v.t@irica.org

KOREA (Rep.of) Mr. Sae-Joon AHN sjahn@mofe.go.kr

LATVIA Ms. S. KOLUPAJEVA svetlana.kolupajeva@fm.gov.lv

LITHUANIA Mr. S. AVIZIENIS s.avizienis@matheus.cust.lt

Former Yugoslav
Republic of
MACEDONIA

Mr. Z. VETEROVSKI
Mrs. M. IVANOVA

zlatkov@unet.com.mk
marika.ivanova@customs.gov.mk
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MEXICO Mr. LIC. LUIS RICAUD
Mr. J. FERNANDO JÁUREGUI Q.I.

luis.ricaud@sat.gob.mx
jose.jauregui@sat.gob.mx

NETHERLANDS Mr. C.E. DE JONG c.e.jong@minfin.nl

NORWAY tad@toll.no

POLAND Mrs. M. NOWAK magdalena.nowak@guc.ac.gov.pl

SLOVAKIA Ms. K. PIRŠELOVÁ kpirselova.cssr@mfsr.sk

SLOVENIA Mr. I. PETERNEL
Mr. I. LESKOVAR

igor.peternel@gov.si
iztok.leskovar@gov.si

SOUTH AFRICA Mr. F.L. MILLAR
Mrs. J.M. VERMAAK

lmillar@sars.gov.za
kvermaak@sars.gov.za

SWEDEN Mrs. M. RODIN
Mr. L. FORNSÄTER

mona.rodin@tullverket.se
lars.fornsater@tullverket.se

SWITZERLAND Mr. D. POLLI
Mr. E. HURNI

dino.polli@ezv.admin.ch
erwin.hurni@ezv.admin.ch

UNITED
KINGOM

Mr. S. GAIKWAD
Mr. A. FROY

steve.gaikwad@hmce.gov.uk
alan.froy@hmce.gov.uk

UNITED STATES Mr. M.B. HARMON
Mr. J.L. VALENTINE

myles.b.harmon@customs.treas.gov
john.l.valentine@customs.treas.gov

VIETNAM Mr. HOA NGOC TAM kiemttt@hn.vnn.vn

Commission of
the European
Community

Mr. E. DOERINGER Erwin.Doeringer@cec.eu.int

WCO Secretariat,
Tariff and Trade
Affairs
Directorate

Ms. M-R. ROUSSETY marie_rose.roussety@wcoomd.org

___________


