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I. BACKGROUND

1. At its 25th Session, the Review Sub-Committee, after a brief discussion, unanimously
agreed to the proposal by the US Administration to delete the reference to cathode-ray
technology in subheading 9030.20.

2. Concerning the US Administration’s proposal to remove "without a recording device"
from the description of subheading 9030.3 and to delete subheading 9030.83 (provisions
based on the presence or absence of a recording device) from the Nomenclature, several
delegates expressed concerns that there were no statistics presented to support this
amendment.  In the view of one of these delegates, the current situation did not present any
problems and the statistics provided by these subheadings were useful.  He preferred the
status quo but, if the Sub-Committee were to pursue this proposal, then additional statistical
justification would be necessary.

3. In support of his administration’s proposal, the US Delegate explained that what was
important was for the statistics to reflect the trade in the various measuring and checking
instruments and not whether these instruments had a recording device.
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4. The Sub-Committee concluded its discussion by agreeing to re-examine the proposal
to remove the phrase "without a recording device" from the description of subheading 9030.3
and to delete subheading 9030.83 at its next session on the basis of additional statistical
information to be supplied by the US Administration.  At the moment of preparing this
document, the Secretariat has not yet received this information.

5. On 21 May 2002, the Secretariat received the following note from the EC.

II. NOTE FROM THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITY

“Subject :  Possible amendment of subheading 9030.3.

Reference : Doc. NR0265E3, Annex D/11.

6. At its 25th Session, the Review Sub-Committee (RSC) examined a proposal to amend
heading 90.30.  In this connection, several delegates expressed concern about the proposal
to remove "without a recording device" from the description of subheading 9030.3 and to
delete subheading 9030.83, as there were no statistics presented to support this
amendment.

7. The Sub-Committee decided to re-examine this proposal at its next session, on the
basis of statistical information to be submitted by administrations.

8. To assist the RSC in its work, please find appended hereto information on the EC’s
imports and exports under subheadings 9030.20, 9030.3 and 9030.83 (see Annex I to this
document).”

III. SECRETARIAT COMMENTS

9. The Secretariat has also found world trade statistics on trade in these subheadings
extracted from information provided to the Secretariat by the United Nations Statistical
Division (UNSD).  This information can be found in Annex II to this document.

10. The Secretariat would like to remind delegations that the threshold for creating or
deleting a subheading has been set at US $ 50 million at world level.  From the information
provided by the EC and that extracted from the UNSD trade statistics, it appears that not only
would the volume of trade be sufficient to maintain subheading 9030.83, but the volume is
increasing from € 45 million in 1998 to € 138 million in 2001 for EC imports and from
US $ 288 million in 1997 to US $ 536 million in 2000 (UNSD).

IV. CONCLUSION

11. The Sub-Committee is invited to take the statistical information provided by the EC and
the Secretariat set out in Annexes I and II to this document into consideration when
considering this agenda item.

*     *     *
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NOTE FROM THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITY
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II.

Extract of information provided by the UNSD
World trade for years 1997 to 2000

for subheadings 9030.31 to 9030.83

1997
(x 1,000 US $)

903031 459,651
903039 1,692,928
903083 288,406

1998

434,526
1,314,540

319,534

1999

428,315
1,312,988

398,390

2000

432,694
1,469,371

536,676

___________


