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§ 555.1 Scope of regulations.
(a)  In general. The regulations contained in this part relate to 
commerce in explosives and implement Title XI, Regulation of 
Explosives (18 U.S.C. Chapter 40; 84 Stat. 952), of the Organized 
Crime Control Act of 1970 (84 Stat. 922), Pub. L. 103–322 (108 
Stat. 1796), Pub. L. 104–132 (110 Stat. 1214), and Pub. L. 107–
296 (116 Stat. 2135).

(b)  Procedural and substantive requirements. This part 
contains the procedural and substantive requirements relative to:

(1)  The interstate or foreign commerce in explosive 
materials;

(2)  The licensing of manufacturers and importers of, and 
dealers in, explosive materials;

(3)  The issuance of permits;
(4)  The conduct of business by licensees and operations by 

permittees;
(5) The storage of explosive materials;
(6)  The records and reports required of licensees and 

permittees;
(7)  Relief from disabilities under this part;
(8)  Exemptions, unlawful acts, penalties, seizures, and 

forfeitures; and

(9)  The marking of plastic explosives.
[T.D. ATF–87, 46 FR 40384, Aug. 7, 1981, as amended by T.D. ATF–363, 60 FR 
17449, Apr. 6, 1995; T.D. ATF–387, 62 FR 8376, Feb. 25, 1997; ATF No. 1, 68 FR 
13780, Mar. 20, 2003] 

§ 555.2 Relation to other provisions of law.
The provisions in this part are in addition to, and are not in lieu 

of, any other provision of law, or regulations, respecting 
commerce in explosive materials. For regulations applicable to 
commerce in firearms and ammunition, see Part 478 of this 
chapter. For regulations applicable to traffic in machine guns, 
destructive devices, and certain other firearms, see Part 479 of 
this chapter. For statutes applicable to the registration and 
licensing of persons engaged in the business of manufacturing, 
importing or exporting arms, ammunition, or implements of war, 
see section 38 of the Arms Export Control Act (22 U.S.C. 2778), 
and regulations of Part 447 of this chapter and in Parts 121 
through 128 of Title 22, Code of Federal Regulations. For statutes 
applicable to nonmailable materials, see 18 U.S.C. 1716 and 
implementing regulations. For statutes applicable to water quality 
standards, see 33 U.S.C. 1341. 

Subpart A — Introduction

Subpart B — Definitions
§ 555.11 Meaning of terms.

When used in this part, terms are defined as follows in this 
section. Words in the plural form include the singular, and vice 
versa, and words indicating the masculine gender include the 
feminine. The terms “includes” and “including” do not exclude 
other things not named which are in the same general class or are 
otherwise within the scope of the term defined.

Act. 18 U.S.C. Chapter 40.
Adjudicated as a mental defective. (a) A determination by a 

court, board, commission, or other lawful authority that a person, 
as a result of marked subnormal intelligence, or mental illness, 
incompetency, condition, or disease:

(1) Is a danger to himself or to others; or
(2) Lacks the mental capacity to contract or manage his own 

affairs.
(b) The term will include—
(1) A finding of insanity by a court in a criminal case; and
(2) Those persons found incompetent to stand trial or found not 

guilty by reason of lack of mental responsibility by any court or 
pursuant to articles 50a and 76b of the Uniform Code of Military 
Justice, 10 U.S.C. 850a, 876b.

Alien. Any person who is not a citizen or national of the United 
States.

Ammunition. Small arms ammunition or cartridge cases, 
primers, bullets, or smokeless propellants designed for use in 
small arms, including percussion caps, and 3/32 inch and other 
external burning pyrotechnic hobby fuses. The term does not 
include black powder.

Appropriate identifying information. The term means, in 
relation to an individual:

(a) The full name, date of birth, place of birth, sex, race, street 
address, State of residence, telephone numbers (home and work), 
country or countries of citizenship, and position at the employer’s 
business or operations of responsible persons and employees 
authorized to possess explosive materials;

(b) The business name, address, and license or permit number 
with which the responsible person or employee is affiliated;

(c) If an alien, INS-issued alien number or admission number; 
and

(d) Social security number, as optional information (this 
information is not required but is helpful in avoiding misidentifi-
cation when a background check is conducted).

Approved storage facility. A place where explosive materials 
are stored, consisting of one or more approved magazines, 
conforming to the requirements of this part and covered by a 
license or permit issued under this part.


