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Active Judges 
Edward J. Damich, Chief Judge
Francis M. Allegra
Lawrence M. Baskir
Lawrence J. Block
Susan G. Braden
Lynn J. Bush
Nancy B. Firestone
Emily C. Hewitt
Marian Blank Horn
Charles F. Lettow
Christine Odell Cook Miller
George W. Miller
Margaret M. Sweeney
Thomas C. Wheeler
Mary Ellen Coster Williams
Victor J. Wolski

Active Senior Judges 
Eric G. Bruggink
Bohdan A. Futey
Robert H. Hodges, Jr.
Lawrence S. Margolis
James F. Merow
Loren A. Smith
John P. Wiese
Robert J. Yock

Special Masters
Gary J. Golkiewicz, Chief Special Master
Richard B. Abell
Patricia Campbell-Smith
John F. Edwards
George L. Hastings
Laura D. Millman
Christian J. Moran
Denise K. Vowell

It is as much the duty 
of government to render 
prompt justice against 
itself, in favor of citizens, 
as it is to administer the 
same, between private 
individuals.

—Abraham Lincoln

UNITED STATES COURT 
OF FEDERAL CLAIMS
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FEDERAL CLAIMS

Attire: business (or Western) casual!
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Claims Against 
the Sovereign

Wednesday, October 10  
University of Colorado Law School

Wolf Law Building
401 UCB

Boulder, Colorado 80309

2:00 p.m. - 2:30 p.m.  Registration - Boettcher Hall

2:30 p.m. - 2:45 p.m. Moot Courtroom
 Welcome, David Getches, Dean

2:45 p.m. - 3:00 p.m. Welcome, Hon. Edward J. Damich, Chief Judge

3:30 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.  Attorney Sanctions Hearing with Technology 
Demonstrations 

  Hon. Francis M. Allegra, U.S. Court of Federal 
Claims

  Terry Petrie, Natural Resources Section,  
U.S. Department of Justice

  Lewis S. Wiener, Sutherland, Asbill &  
Brennan LLP, Washington, DC

   
5:00 p.m. - 6:30 p.m.  Western Reception, Courtyard 

Meet the Judges (Bring Your Cowboy Boots!)

20 th Judicial Conference
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Thursday, October 11 
University of Colorado Law School

Wolf Law Building

7:30 a.m. - 8:30 a.m.  Registration & Breakfast, Boettcher Hall

8:30 a.m. - 8:40 a.m. Moot Courtroom
  Welcome & Remarks, Chief Judge Damich

8:40 a.m. - 9:00 a.m.  Suing the Sovereign — The U.S. Court of 
Federal Claims 
Hon. Francis M. Allegra, U.S. Court of Federal 
Claims

9:00 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.  Tribal Claims Against the United States

  Moderator:  
Hon. Emily C. Hewitt, U.S. Court of Federal 
Claims

Opening Presentation:  Professor Gregory C. Sisk, University of  
St. Thomas School of Law  
Tribal Claims in the CFC: An Introduction to 
Jurisdiction and the Trust Doctrine

Discussion:  Litigating Tribal Trust Claims: Meeting the 
Challenge

 From the Department of Justice Perspective:  
  Tom Clark, Principal Deputy Chief, Natural 

Resources Section, Environment & Natural 
Resources Division, U.S. Department of Justice

  From the Tribal Plaintiff Perspective:
  Alan Taradash, Nordhaus Law Firm, LLP, 

Albuquerque, NM

Concluding Presentation:   Professor Charles F. Wilkinson, University of 
Colorado Law School

  Indian Nations and the Federal Government in 
the Coming Decades: What Will Justice Require?

10:30 a.m. - 10:45 a.m.  Refreshment Break

10:45 a.m. - 12:15 p.m.  Taking of Private Property: Impact of Recent 
Decisions

 Moderator: 
  Hon. Marian Blank Horn, U.S. Court of Federal 

Claims 

 Panelists: 
  Hon. George W. Miller, U.S. Court of Federal 

Claims 
  John Echeverria, Director, Georgetown 

Environmental Law & Policy Institute
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  Roger J. Marzulla, Marzulla Law, Washington, 
DC

  Marc A. Smith, Assistant Chief, Natural 
Resources Section, Environment & Natural 
Resources Division, U.S. Department of Justice

12:15 p.m. - 1:45 p.m.   Luncheon in the Courtyard 
Keynote Speaker: Hon. S. Jay Plager, U.S. Court 
of Appeals for the Federal Circuit

1:45 p.m. - 3:15 p.m.  Water, Water Everywhere and Every Drop 
to Sue: The Nature of Water as a Property 
Right, the Intersection of State and Federal Law, 
Taking versus Contract Claims, Indian Water 
Rights, and Global Warming and Water Scarcity

 Moderator: 
  Hon. Loren A. Smith, U.S. Court of Federal 

Claims  

 Panelists: 
  Hon. Gregory J. Hobbs, Jr., Colorado Supreme 

Court
  Alf Brandt, California State Assembly 

Committee on Water, Parks, and Wildlife 
  Nancie G. Marzulla, Marzulla Law, Washington, 

DC
  Peter C. Monson, Assistant Section Chief, 

Indian Resources Section, Environment & 
Natural Resources Division, U.S. Department  
of Justice

  Bennett Raley, Trout Law, Denver, CO

3:15 p.m. - 3:30 p.m.  Refreshment Break

3:30 p.m. - 4:45 p.m.  Patents: A Need for Uniformity in the Law of 
Patents, Recent Supreme Court Decisions, 
and Other Hot Topics

 Moderator: 
  Steven P. Hollman, Hogan & Hartson, 

Washington, DC

 Panelists: 
  Hon. Edward J. Damich, U.S. Court of Federal 

Claims
  John Whealan, Deputy General Counsel, Patent 

& Trademark Office 
  Q. Todd Dickinson, Vice President, General 

Electric

5:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m.  Closing Reception, Courtyard
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20 th Judicial Conference
Dates: October 10 & 11, 2007

Place: University of Colorado Law School
 Boulder, Colorado

Registration Information
Register on-line at www.cfcbar.org  

Fees: The registration fee includes admission to all conference sessions, 
 conference materials, CLE credits, meals and receptions.

For registrations posted by September 20, 2007:
Member of CFC Bar Association - Private Practitioner: $185* 
Member of CFC Bar Association - Government/Academic/Non-Profit/ 
 Law Clerk: $160*

Non-Member - Private Practitioner: $215**
Non-Member - Government/Academic/Non-Profit/Law Clerk: $190**  

*Bar Assn. Membership is not the same as admission to the Bar of the 
Court; you must belong to the Bar Association and have paid your annual 
dues in order to be eligible for the Membership Rates.

**Special Offer! Join the CFC Bar Association before September 1, 2007 and 
get 16 months membership, plus attend the Judicial Conference at the Member 
rate above.  (Bar Membership dues:  Private Practice $60; Government/
Academic/Non-Profit $45; Law Clerk $15). To join the Bar Association, go to 
www.cfcbar.org, click on Membership Services, and Membership Application.

A late fee of $50.00 must be added to all registrations posted after September 20, 2007.

Registration is not complete until full payment has been received.  
Government training vouchers are welcome but must be completed in full by 
the requesting agency prior to submission.  Please contact your government 
training official if you have any questions.

Cancellations:  Cancellations must be in writing and received by September 
20, 2007.  There will be no refunds for cancellations requested after 
September 20, 2007.

CLE: Credits are being requested for all states requiring CLE.

Hotels: Reservations are the responsibility of the attendees.  Local Boulder 
hotels include:  Hotel Boulderado, 800-433-4344; St. Julien Hotel & Spa,  
720-406-9696; Marriott Boulder, 303-440-8877.

Sponsorships: A limited number of sponsorships are available for the Judicial 
Conference.  For further information, please email Marc Smith at president@
cfcbar.org. 

Please visit our website, www.cfcbar.org, for more information and updates.
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