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Literature Citation Examples 
 
 
Some common types of references are shown below. Consult other style manuals for 
further examples (UCP, 2003; CBE, 1994; Li and Crane, 1996; Dodd, 1997). 
 

Journal Article 
 
Bordoli, J.M., and A.P. Mallarino. 1998. Deep and shallow banding of phosphorous and 
potassium as alternatives to broadcast fertilization for no-till corn. Agron. J. 
90:27–33. 
 
Lemmon, H. 1986. Comax: An expert system for cotton crop management. Science 
(Washington, DC) 233:29–32. 
 
Lyle, W.M., and J.P. Bordovsky. 1995. LEPA corn irrigation with limited water supplies. 
Trans. ASAE 38:455–462. 
 
Tiessen, H., E. Cuevas, and P. Chacon. 1994. The role of soil organic matter in sustaining 
soil fertility. Nature (London) 371:783–785. 

 
Article in Serial Publication 

 
Brown, P.D., and M.J. Morra. 1997. Control of soil-borne plant pests using 
glucosinolatecontaining plants. Adv. Agron. 61:167–231. 
 
Edwards, A.C., and M.S. Cresser. 1992. Freezing and its effect on chemical and biological 
properties of the soil. Adv. Soil Sci. 18:59–79. [After Vol. 20, Advances in Soil 
Science is no longer published as a serial with volume numbers. Treat listings in later 
editions as you would a chapter in a book.] 
 

 
Article Not in English With English Abstract 

Title translated into English 
 
Rosolem, C.A., J.C.O. Silverio, and O. Primaves. 1982. Foliar fertilization of soybean: II. 
Effects of NPK and micronutrients. (In Portuguese, with English abstract.) Pesq. 
Agropec. Bras. 17:1559–1562. 
 
Title in original language 
Rosolem, C.A., J.C.O. Silverio, and O. Primaves. 1982. Adubação foliar de soja: II. 
Efeitos de NPK e micronutrientes. (In Portuguese, with English abstract.) Pesq. 
Agropec. Bras. 17:1559–1562. 
 

 
Without English Abstract (Translated Title) 

 
Vigerust, E., and A.R. Selmer-Olsen. 1981. Uptake of heavy metals by some plants from 
sewage sludge. (In Norwegian.) Fast Avfall. 2:26–29. 
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Article with Known Erratum Follow-Up 

 
Baker, J.M., E.J.A. Spaans, and C.F. Reece. 1996. Conductimetric measurement of CO2  

concentration: Theoretical basis and its verification. Agron. J. 88:675–682 [erratum: 
88(6):vi]. 
 

Magazine Article 
 
Davenport, C.H. 1981. Sowing the seeds. Barron’s. 2 March, p. 10. 
Mulvaney, D.L., and L. Paul. 1984. Rotating crops and tillage. Crops Soils 36(7):18–19. 
 
 

Book 
(including bulletins, reports, multivolume works, series) 

 
Brown, J. 1966. Soils of the Okpilak River region, Alaska. CRREL Res. Rep. 188. U.S. 
Army Cold Reg. Res. Eng. Lab, Hanover, NH. 
 
Budavari, S. (ed.) 1996. The Merck index. 12th ed. Merck Publ. Group, Rahway, NJ. 
California Certified Organic Farmers. 1995. California Certified Organic Farmers certification 
handbook. CCOF, Santa Cruz. 
 
Chemical Abstracts Service. 1989. Chemical Abstracts Service source index: 1907–1984 
cumulative, plus annual supplements. Chem. Abstr. Serv., Columbus, OH. 
 
Doty, W.T., M. Amacher, and D.E. Baker. 1982. Manual of methods: Soil and environmental 
chemistry laboratory. Rep. 121. Dep. of Agronomy, Pennsylvania State Univ., 
University Park. 
 
Dzombak, D.A., and F.M.M. Morel. 1990. Surface complexation modeling: Hydrous ferric 
oxide. John Wiley & Sons, New York. 
 
Fehr, W.R., and C.E. Caviness. 1977. Stages of soybean development. Spec. Rep. 80. Iowa 
Agric. Home Econ. Exp. Stn., Iowa State Univ., Ames. 
 
Food and Agricultural Organization. 1994. Production and trade yearbook, 1993. FAO, 
Rome. 
 
Goering, H.K., and P.J. Van Soest. 1971. Forage fiber analysis (apparatus, reagents, procedures, 
and some applications). Agric. Handb. 379. U.S. Gov. Print. Office, 
Washington, DC. 
 
Schneiter, A.A. (ed.) 1997. Sunflower technology and production. Agron. Monogr. 35. 
ASA, CSSA, and SSSA, Madison, WI. 
 
Snedecor, G.W., and W.G. Cochran. 1989. Statistical methods. 8th ed. Iowa State Univ. 
Press, Ames. 
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Soil Survey Staff. 1975. Soil taxonomy: A basic system of soil classification for making 
and interpreting soil surveys. USDA-SCS Agric. Handb. 436. U.S. Gov. Print. Office, 
Washington, DC. 
 
Southern Cooperative Series. 1983. Reference soil test methods for the southern region of the 
United States. S. Coop. Ser. Bull. 289. Georgia Agric. Exp. Stn., Athens, GA. 
[Publisher varies as the series rotates among institutions.] 
 
Steel, R.G.D., and J.H. Torrie. 1960. Principles and procedures of statistics, with special 
reference to the biological sciences. 1st ed. McGraw-Hill, New York. 
 
Steel, R.G.D., and J.H. Torrie. 1980. Principles and procedures of statistics: A biometrical 
approach. 2nd ed. McGraw-Hill, New York. 
 
Taylor, B.N. 1995. Guide for the use of the International System of Units (SI). NIST Spec. 
Publ. 811. U.S. Gov. Print. Office, Washington, DC. 
 
USEPA. 1981. Process design manual for land treatment of municipal wastewater. USEPA 
Rep. 625/1-77-008 (COE EM1110-1-501). U.S. Gov. Print. Office, Washington, DC. 
Westerman, R.L. (ed.) 1990. Soil testing and plant analysis. 3rd ed. SSSA Book Ser. 3. 
SSSA, Madison, WI. 
 

Chapter in a Book 
 
Achorn, F.P., and H.L. Balay. 1985. Developments in potassium fertilizer technology. p. 
49–66. In R.D. Munson (ed.) Potassium in agriculture. ASA, CSSA, and SSSA, 
Madison, WI. 
 
Boutton, T.W. 1991. Stable carbon isotope ratios of natural materials: II. Atmospheric, terrestrial, 
marine, and freshwater environments. p. 173–185. In D.C. Coleman and B. 
 
Fry (ed.) Carbon isotope techniques. Academic Press, New York. 
Buresh, R.J., P.C. Smithson, and D.T. Hellums. 1997. Building soil phosphorus capital in 
Africa. p. 111–149. In R.J. Buresh et al. (ed.) Replenishing soil fertility in Africa. 
SSSA Spec. Publ. 51. SSSA, Madison, WI. 
 
Campbell, G.S., and J.M. Norman. 1989. The description and measurement of plant 
canopy structure. p. 1–19. In G. Russell et al. (ed.) Plant canopies: Their growth, 
form and function. SEB Seminar Ser. 31. Cambridge Univ. Press, Cambridge. 
Gardner, W.H. 1986. Water content. p. 493–544. In A. Klute (ed.) Methods of soil analysis. 
Part 1. 2nd ed. Agron. Monogr. 9. ASA and SSSA, Madison, WI. 
 
Johnson, D.W., and D.E. Todd. 1998. Effects of harvesting intensity on forest productivity 
and soil carbon storage. p. 351–363. In R. Lal et al. (ed.) Management of carbon 
sequestration in soils. Advances in Soil Science. CRC Press, Boca Raton, FL. 
 

 
 
 
 
 



Copyright © 2004. ASA–CSSA–SSSA, 677 S. Segoe Rd., Madison, WI 53711, USA. 
Publications Handbook and Style Manual.  

Conference, Symposium, or Workshop Proceedings and Transactions 
 
Bailey, S.W. (ed.) 1976. Proc. Int. Clay Conf., Mexico City. 16–23 July 1975. Applied 
Publ., Ltd., Wilmette, IL.  
 
Faw, W. (ed.) 1992. Proc. Am. Forage Grassl. Counc., 1992, Grand Rapids, MI. 5–9 Apr. 
1992. AFGC, Georgetown, TX. 
 
Pascale, A.J. (ed.) 1989. Proc. World Soybean Res. Conf., 4th, Buenos Aires. 5–9 Mar. 
1989. Orientación Gráfica Editora S.R.L., Buenos Aires. 
 
Ramanujam, S. (ed.) 1979. Proc. Int. Wheat Genet. Symp., 5th, New Delhi, India. 23–28 
Feb. 1978. Indian Soc. Genet. Plant Breeding, Indian Agric. Res. Inst., New Delhi. 
 
Sakamoto, S. (ed.) 1983. Proc. Int. Wheat Genet. Symp., 6th, Kyoto, Japan. 28 Nov.–3 
Dec. 1983. Plant Germ-Plasm Inst., Fac. Agric., Kyoto Univ., Kyoto. 
 
Wilkinson, D. (ed.) 1993. Proc. Annu. Corn and Sorghum Ind. Res. Conf., 49th, Chicago. 
8–9 Dec. 1993. Am. Seed Trade Assoc., Washington, DC. 
 

Chapter in a Proceedings Volume 
 
Dolstra, O., M.A. Jongmans, and A.W. de Jong. 1987. Genetic variation for digestibility 
of cell-wall constituents in the stalks and its relation to feeding value and various 
stalk traits in maize (Zea mays L.). p. 394–402. In Proc. Congr. Maize and Sorghum 
Section of EUCARPIA (European Association for Research on Plant Breeding), 
14th, Nitra, Czechoslovakia. 7–11 Sept. 1987. PUDOC, Wageningen, the 
Netherlands. 
 
Harris, W.F., R.A. Goldstein, and G.S. Henderson. 1973. Analysis of forest biomass pools, 
annual production, and turnover of biomass for a mixed deciduous forest watershed. 
p. 41–61. In H.E. Young (ed.) Proc. Working Group Party on Forest Biomass of 
IUFRO, Nancy, France. 25–29 June 1973. Univ. of Maine Press, Orono. 
 
Power, J.F., and V.O. Biederbeck. 1991. Role of cover crops in integrated crop production 
systems. p. 167–174. In W.L. Hargrove (ed.) Cover crops for clean water. Proc. Int. 
Conf., Jackson, TN. 9–11 Apr. 1991. Soil and Water Conserv. Soc., Ankeny, IA. 
 

 
Dissertation 

 
Kirkegaard, J.A. 1990. Effect of compaction on the growth of pigeonpea on clay soils. 
Ph.D. diss. Univ. of Queensland, St Lucia, QLD, Australia. 
 
Maraqa, M.A. 1995. Transport of dissolved volatile organic compounds in the unsaturated 
zone. Ph.D. diss. Michigan State Univ., East Lansing (Diss. Abstr. 96-05907). 
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Abstract 
(Cite abstracts only until a more formal publication becomes available.) 

 
Caldwell, B.A. 1997. Fatty acid esterase activity in forest soils and ectomycorrhizal mat 
communities. p. 223. In 1997 Agronomy abstracts. ASA, Madison, WI. 
 
Krishnamurti, G.S.R., and P.M. Huang. 1991. The role of Al in Fe(II) transformation. p. 
96. In Abstracts, Annu. Meet., Clay Minerals Society, Houston, TX. 5–10 Oct. 1991. 
Clay Miner. Soc., Houston. 
 

Software and Software Documentation 
 
Abacus Concepts. 1991. SuperANOVA user’s guide. Release 1.11. Abacus Concepts, 
Berkeley, CA. 
 
Fick, G.W. 1981. ALSIM 1 (LEVEL 2) user’s manual. Agron. Mimeo 81-35. Dep. of 
Agron., Cornell Univ., Ithaca, NY. 
 
Minitab. 1998. MINITAB 12. Minitab, State College, PA. 
 
SAS Institute. 1994. The SAS system for Windows. Release 6.10. SAS Inst., Cary, NC. 
 

Miscellaneous 
 
 
Encyclopedia Article 
Salisbury, F.B. 1981. Response to photoperiod. p. 135–167. In O.L. Lange et al. (ed.) 
Physiological plant ecology: I. Responses to the physical environment. Encyclopedia 
of plant physiology. Vol. 12A. Springer-Verlag, Berlin. 
 
Patent and Plant Patent 
Dudeck, A.E. 1995. Bermudagrass plant ‘FHB-135’. U.S. Plant Patent 9030. Date issued: 
3 January. 
 
Titcomb, S.T., and A.A. Juers. 1976. Reduced calorie bread and method of making same. 
U.S. Patent 3 979 523. Date issued: 7 September. 
 
Performance and Variety Test 
Pietsch, D., R. Gaas, D.T. Rosenow, F. Miller, and G.C. Peterson. 1992b. Grain sorghum 
performance tests in Texas—1991. Tech. Rep. 92-2. Texas Agric. Exp. Stn., College 
Station. 
 
Schapaugh, W.T., and K.L. Roozeboom. 1993. 1992 Kansas performance tests with soybean 
varieties. Agric. Exp. Stn. Rep. Prog. 673. Kansas State Univ., Manhattan, KS. 
 
Tyler, J. (ed.) The uniform soybean tests, southern states: 1995. USDA-ARS, Stoneville, 
MS. 
 
Wilcox, J.R. (ed.) 1997. The uniform soybean tests, northern states: 1997. USDA-ARS, 
West Lafayette, IN. 
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Standard 
 
American Society of Agricultural Engineers. 1993. Manure production characteristics. 
Engineering Practice Subcommittee, ASAE Agric. Sanit. Waste Manage. Comm. 
ASAE Standard D384.1. ASAE, St. Joseph, MI. 
 
Electronic Sources 
Treat electronic sources as you would the same kind of material in print. Start with 
the author, date, article or web page title, and further information essential to the online 
reference. Because of the potentially ephemeral nature of electronic publications, if a publication 
exists in both print and electronic versions, cite the print version only. 
 
Author. This is the organization or person responsible for the website. The webmaster 
or contact person for the site is not usually considered the author. If the only personal 
name given in a site is associated with a copyright statement, the person named 
should be used as the publisher. 
 
Date. Three dates are important: (1) the date when the publication was placed on the 
internet or was copyrighted, (2) the latest date of any update or revision, and (3) the date 
when the person doing the citing saw the publication. 
 
Title. Book and journal titles are usually clearly stated on a website. For other web 
pages, look for: (1) the most prominent (usually the largest) words on the screen, (2) wording 
followed by a copyright or registered-trademark symbol, (3) the title bar of the web 
browser (generally in the top left corner), (4) the title in the source code of the document. 
 
Content and medium designators. It is standard practice to indicate a publication 
is not in print format by placing after the title a word that describes the specific nonprint 
medium. Use brackets, such as [Online] or [CD-ROM]. 
 
Publisher. In electronic terms, a publisher is defined as the person or organization 
that produces or sponsors the site. Look at the bottom of a home page, at the top or on a 
sidebar of the first screen, at the end of a document, or for the organization named after a 
copyright statement. 
 
Place of publication. This is the city in which the person or organization issuing or 
sponsoring the publication resides. Look for this at the bottom of a home page, at the top 
of the first screen, at the end of a document, or from a “contact us” or similar link within 
the site. 
 
 
 
Online-only publication 
 
USDA-National Agricultural Statistics Service. 2000. Published estimates data base 
(PEDB) [Online]. Available at www.nass.usda.gov:81/ipedb/ (accessed 15 May 
2001; verified 24 Aug. 2001). USDA-NASS, Washington, DC. 
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Wear, D. 2000. Research projects, Southern Forest Resource Assessment Consortium 
[Online]. Available at www.rtp.srs.fs.fed.us/ econ/research/sofac/projects.htm (modified 
13 Mar. 2000; accessed 8 July 2000; verified 22 May 2001). USDA Forest Serv., 
Research Triangle Park, NC. 
 
 
Online-only journal article 
Doerge, T.A. 2002. Variable-rate ntirogen management creates opportunities and challenges 
for corn producers [Online]. Available at www. plantmanagementnetwork. 
org/cm/. Crop Manage. doi:10.1094/cm-2002-0905-01-RS. 
 
Kampf. S.K., M. Salazar, and S.W. Tyler. 2002. Preliminary investigations of effluent 
drainage from mining heap leach facilities [Online]. Available at www.vadozezonejournal. 
org. Vadose Zone J. 1:186–196. 
 
Zhang, Q., L.C. Davis, and L.E. Erickson. 1998. Effect of vegetation on transport of 
groundwater and nonaqueous-phase liquid contaminants [Online]. Available at 
www.engg.ksu.edu/HSRC/JHSR/. J. Hazard. Subst. Res. 1:Article 8. 
 
CD-ROM 
Fehmi, J.S., J.M. Krupinsky, D.L. Tanaka, S.D. Merrill, J.R. Hendrickson, R.E. Ries, M.A. 
Liebig, and J.D. Hanson. 2001. A crop sequence calculator for designing dynamic 
cropping systems: A product to translate science into practice. In Annual meetings 
abstracts [CD-ROM]. ASA, CSSA, and SSSA, Madison, WI. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


