
Plant Materials Centers and Service

Areas Within the Northern Plains

Region

PLANTS FOR

CONSERVATION

BUFFERS

Conservation buffers are small

areas or strips of land in perma-

nent vegetation designed to

complement other conservation

practices that help:

• prevent soil erosion

• protect and enhance soil quality

• prevent air and water pollution

• improve wildlife habitat

Selecting the proper plant species

is key to the overall effectiveness

of installed buffers. Factors to

consider when selecting appropri-

ate plant species include:

• planting objectives

• site characteristics

• climate

• plant adaptability

• plant attributes that  enhance

buffer effectiveness

The Natural Resources Conserva-

tion Service (NRCS) Plant Materi-

als Program has released many of

the plant species used in various

buffer practices.

The accompanying table provides

a list of plants developed by the

Program that may have application

in buffer establishment.

Bismarck PMC
3308 University Dr.
Bismarck, ND 58504-7564
(701) 250-4330

Bridger PMC
99 South River Rd., Rte. 2, Box 1189
Bridger, MT 59014-9718
(406) 662-3579

Manhattan PMC
3800 S. 20th St.
Manhattan, KS 66502-9535
(785) 539-8761

Upper Colorado Environmental Plant Center
PO Box 448, 5538 RBC 4
Meeker, CO 81641
(970) 878-5003

Plant Materials Center

Manhattan, Kansas

The United States Department of Agriculture

(USDA) prohibits discrimination in its programs

on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex,

religion, age, disability, political beliefs, and

marital or family status. (Not all prohibited

bases apply to all programs.) Persons with

disabilities who require alternative means for

communication of program information (Braille,

large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact

USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600

(voice and TDD).

To file a complaint, write the Secretary of

Agriculture, U.S. Department of Agriculture,

Washington, DC 20250, or call 1-800-245-6340

(voice) or (202) 720-1127 (TDD). USDA is an

equal employment opportunity employer.

The table is presented for general

guidance. Check the local NRCS

Field Office Technical Guide for

plant species adaptability and

performance, establishment tech-

niques and management for spe-

cific practices in your locale.

With proper planning,resource

inventory, site preparation, plant

species selection, seed quality,

seeding techniques, and subse-

quent management, landowners

can successfully establish an array

of plant species to serve as effec-

tive conservation buffers.

For more information on the use of

vegetation to address conservation

needs, visit the NRCS Plant Mate-

rials Program website at: http://

Plant-Materials.nrcs. usda.gov.
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