[image: image1.jpg]Ogice on Women's Hcaltlﬁ

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services






FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

                             Contact:  Valerie Scardino
August 20, 2007            


                                     202-205-0270        

      valerie.scardino@hhs.gov
Minority Women’s Health Summit Aims to Address Health Disparities 
Minority women bear a disproportionate burden of disease, disability and early death 
WASHINGTON, DC—Public health advocates, community- and faith-based leaders, minority women's health coalition directors and consumers will join the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services’ Office on Women’s Health in addressing health issues that affect women of color at the third Minority Women’s Health Summit.  Women of Color: Addressing Disparities, Affirming Resilience and Developing Strategies for Success will be held August 23-26, 2007 at the Hyatt Regency Washington on Capitol Hill in Washington, D.C.    

“In order to meet national health goals, we need to share experiences and successful programs,” says Dr. Wanda Jones, Deputy Assistant Secretary for Health and Director of the Office on Women’s Health.  “The Minority Women’s Health Summit will help us address disparities by building upon the knowledge gained in previous conferences and provide workshops that focus on solutions that work.”
The Summit will focus on the often unrecognized health threats experienced by women of color and feature workshops on a range of health topics including cancer, HIV/AIDS, breast health, diabetes, violence against women and mental health.  The action-oriented workshops will provide opportunities for collective thinking and creative problem-solving and are designed to:
· Increase awareness about health issues of women of color;
· Increase knowledge of strategies to increase positive health outcomes for women of color;
· Explore current prevention strategies, including strength-based approaches that work in various communities; and
· Foster community partnerships to identify and implement the best practices to target prevention, diagnosis, and treatment of diseases that disproportionately affect women of color.
In addition to the workshops, plenary sessions will include:

· Violence Against Women: Current Strategies for Prevention and Intervention
· From the Eyes of Women: Disaster Response, Recovery and Resilience

· Overcoming Challenges Through Education and Commitment

The 2007 Minority Women’s Health Summit is sponsored by the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services’ (HHS) Office on Women’s Health, Lupus Foundation of America, the National Hispanic Medical Association, the National Medical Association, Baylor College of Medicine/Intercultural Cancer Council, United Health Group, and Verizon.  HHS partners include the Administration on Aging, Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality, Health Resources and Services Administration, Office of Minority Health, and Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration.

To find women’s health statistics at the national, state, regional and county level, visit Quick Health Data Online at www.womenshealth.gov/quickhealthdata.  The free health database includes comprehensive data, for both women and men, on a variety of health topics related to prevention, disease, access to care, mortality, reproductive health, and violence.  Data can be accessed by gender, race/ethnicity, and age.  
To learn more about the Minority Women’s Health Summit and view the summit agenda, visit www.womenshealth.gov/mwhs, or call the Office on Women’s Health at 1-800-994-9662.
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