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About the West Coast Pilot

Because the west coast—California,
Oregon, and Washington—is currently at
the forefront of federal, state, and tribal
MPA activity, the National Marine Protected
Areas Center is leading a collaborative
initiative there to pilot key methods and
approachesfor developing regional systems
of MPAs. Thisprojectinvolvesdeveloping,
testing, and applying analyticd tools, and
gathering the best information, including
science-based data and traditional
ecological knowledge, to better understand
how to more effectively use MPAs to
sustain healthy marine environments. The
products and lessons offered by this pilot
will serveasafoundationfor other regional
MPA planning, as part of alarger effort to
develop a U.S. national system of MPAs.
The data collected will aso be useful for
numerous other ecosystem approaches to
management that require the same
comprehensive information.

Pilot Partners

The West Coast Pilot is an unprecedented
effort that requires core partnershipsamong
the region’s federal, state, and tribal
government agencies. Key NOAA partners
include the National Marine Sanctuary
Program, Nationd Centersfor Coastd Ocean
Science, and the National Marine Fisheries
Service. Inaddition, the participation of the
following regional partnersisinstrumental
to the effort’s success. the Department of
thelnterior’sNational Park ServiceandU.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service; the National
Estuarine Research Reserves System; the
Pacific Fishery Management Council;
academic institutions, and other non-
governmental organizations.

Existing Governance Framework Project
Descrip’rion

AstheNational MarineProtected Areas Center proceedswith the
west coadt pilot, understanding theexisting legal framework through
whichmarinenatura and culturd resourcesintheregion aremanaged
isincreasingly important. Thegod of thisgovernanceprojectisto
develop acomprehensiveoverview of marine protected area(MPA)
policy authoritiesat theinternationd, federd, Sate, andtribd levels.

Eachjurisdiction hasdiginct, and sometimesoverl gpping, athorities
governing marineconsarvation. Undersandingwhich agencieshave
authority over different activitiesinagiven geographic areaisessentid
for successful place-based planning and management. This
component of thewest coast pilotisinitialy focused ondevelopinga
comprehensiveinventory of MPA policy at thefederd, sate, and
tribal levelsof government, aswell asany rdevant internationa laws.
Whenavailable, information onthegeographic coverageof key
authoritieswill dsobecollectedinorder toillustratepatidly where
thevariousauthoritiesgpply. Inadditionto MPA governance, an
understanding of al non-M PA rel ated marineresource management
authoritiesthat surround existing west coast MPAsisessentid fora
morecomprehensveapproachto decison-making. Whilethis
informationwill not becollectedinthisfirs phaseof theproject, itisa
critical component of moredetailed regiona MPA andyssand any
ecosystem-based M PA planning that may happeninthefuture. As
such, thesemoregeneral marineresource management authoritiesare
likely tobeinventoriedinlater phasesof thisproject.

Products

« Sear chabledatabase of existing legidation. A searchable
database encompassing authoritiesand policiespertainingtoMPAs
ontheU.S. west coast. will bedeve oped and madeavailableto
government agenciesand the public. Thedatabasewill include
information on: management agenaies, palicies, andlinkstothefull
text of thesepolicies.

« Geographiclnformation Syssem (GIS) for west coast MPA jurisdictions. A GISwill bebuilt that
housesboundary information on M PA governancefromthehightidelineto 200 nautical miles. TheGIS
will dsoincludedatalayersdescribing theleve of protectionfor adjacent uplands.

For More Information

Sarah Fischer: sarah.fischer@noaa.gov, (831) 242-2054
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