
 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:  July 9, 2008                                                                                                        No. 08-19 

MEDIA CONTACT: GARY SOMERSET   202.512.1957, 202.355.3997 cell   gsomerset@gpo.gov      
 

GPO NAMES DEPUTY PUBLIC PRINTER 
 
WASHINGTON— Public Printer Robert C. Tapella appoints Paul Erickson as Deputy Public Printer of 
the U.S. Government Printing Office (GPO).  Erickson will oversee the agency’s printing, printing 
procurement, customer services, publication sales and information dissemination operations for Congress, 
Federal agencies and the American public.  He will also oversee the agency’s Security and Intelligent 
Documents unit, which produces the nation’s passports.  Erickson will help implement the newly created 
Official Journals of Government business unit.  This unit will oversee the print and electronic requests for 
two daily newspapers, The Congressional Record and The Federal Register.  Official Journals of 
Government will also process work for Senate and House bills, reports, hearings, documents, laws and 
other Congressional publications. 
 
Erickson brings nearly three decades of printing industry experience to GPO.  He began his printing career 
in a training program at RR Donnelley, the world’s largest commercial printer.  After working in various 
positions in the company’s plant, Erickson spent the next 25 years in management posts.  He spent ten 
years as Vice President of Manufacturing at the company’s Reno, Nevada operation.  He improved 
efficiency by 15% and improved production output by more than 20%.  Erickson then joined a printing 
plant in Sheffield, England in 2006 as Managing Director.  While at Polestar Sheffield, he increased 
customer service and saved the company millions of dollars by implementing recycling programs and 
reducing paper and ink waste. 
 
“Paul is a proven leader in the printing industry.  GPO is looking forward to tapping into his successful  
record for reducing waste, improving customer service and increasing production output,” said Public 
Printer Robert C. Tapella. “Paul’s background and accomplishments will be an asset to GPO as the agency 
adapts to new technologies in providing Americans the documents of their democracy.”   
 
Erickson received a Bachelor of Science degree in printing management from South Dakota State 
University’s School of Journalism.  He has been a leader in various charitable organizations such as the 
Northern Nevada United Way, Chamber of Commerce and Boys and Girls Club. 
 
Link to photo of Paul Erickson:  http://www.gpo.gov/news/images/management.htm 
 
The GPO is the Federal Government’s primary centralized resource for gathering, cataloging, producing, 
providing, authenticating, and preserving published U.S. Government information in all its forms. GPO is 
responsible for the production and distribution of information products and services for all three Branches 
of the Federal Government. In addition to publication sales, GPO makes government information available 
at no cost to the public through GPO Access (www.gpoaccess.gov), and through partnerships with more 
than 1,250 libraries nationwide participating in the Federal Depository Library Program. For more 
information, please visit www.gpo.gov.  
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