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The Case for the U.S. - Colombia Free Trade Agreement 

“This agreement has strategic implications. It is very important for [the United States] to stand with 
democracies that protect human rights and human dignity; democracies based upon the rule of law.” 

- President George Bush, May 2, 2007 
 
“More than 9,000 U.S. companies export to Colombia, of which nearly 8,000 are small and medium-
sized firms.”  Source:  Department of Commerce 
 
1.  Open a significant new export market.  America’s two-way trade with Colombia reached $18 billion 
in 2007, making Colombia our fourth largest trading partner in Latin America and our largest export 
market for U.S. agriculture products in South America.  In 2007, total U.S. goods exports to Colombia 
reached $8.6 billion.  The U.S.-Colombia Free Trade Agreement will further open this dynamic and 
growing economy to American goods and services.  It will provide particular benefits to U.S. farmers and 
ranchers by immediately eliminating Colombia’s duties on high quality beef, cotton, wheat, soybeans, key 
fruits vegetables and many processed foods upon entry into force of the agreement.   
 
2.  Level the playing field for American business, farmers, ranchers and workers.  America’s market is 
already open to imports from Colombia.  In 2007, for example, over 90 percent of U.S. imports from 
Colombia entered the United States duty-free under our most-favored nation tariff rates and various 
preference programs, such as the Andean Trade Preference Act (ATPA) and the Generalized System of 
Preferences (GSP).  The U.S. - Colombia Free Trade Agreement will give American businesses, farmers, 
ranchers and workers similar access to this important market.  Upon entry into force of the agreement, 
over 80 percent of U.S. exports of consumer and industrial goods to Colombia will enter duty-free 
immediately. The agreement also will provide substantial new opportunities for U.S. farmers’ and 
ranchers’ agricultural exports, and resolve sanitary and phytosanitary barriers to agricultural trade with 
Colombia.  In addition, the agreement will remove barriers to U.S. services, provide a secure and 
predictable legal framework for investors, and strengthen protection for intellectual property, workers and 
the environment. 
 
3. Strengthen peace, democracy, freedom and reform.  In 2000, much of Colombia was controlled by 
three terrorist groups and ruthless narcotics trafficking cartels.  With U.S. assistance and trade preferences 
under ATPA, the Colombian people are transforming their nation.  They have achieved solid progress in 
promoting economic growth and social development and in reducing violence, impunity and illegal 
activities.  The progress Colombia has made is real but critical challenges remain.  The terrorist and 
paramilitary groups are weakened but not defeated.  Violence continues to threaten all sectors of 
Colombian society as well as cause displacement and economic hardship.  The people of Colombia are 
addressing these problems aggressively and decisively, but need the continued help of the United States.  
The U.S. - Colombia Free Trade Agreement is a critical tool to provide licit jobs and economic 
alternatives to violence.  Colombia is a vibrant democracy, with a history of free elections, a free press, 
and solid opposition political parties.  Since President Uribe took office in 2002, Colombia has increased 
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the size of its security forces and re-established a state presence in every municipality in the country.  
Uribe’s strong approval ratings -- over 80 percent in recent polls – shows that this sustained commitment 
to improving Colombia’s record in human rights and workers’ rights is broadly shared in Colombia.    
 
4.  Promote economic growth and poverty reduction.  An increasingly open market has given Colombia 
the tools to fight corruption and increase transparency and the rule of law.  Through continued U.S. 
assistance and approval of the U.S. - Colombia Free Trade Agreement, Colombia can become a self-
sufficient partner in the region.  As such, Colombia will derive the full benefits of the global economy, 
and can join the growing partnership of countries along the Pacific coast of the Americas to solidify open 
markets and strengthen democracy in the region.  The resulting increased economic activity will create 
additional jobs and opportunities in the formal sector and will positively influence Colombia’s efforts to 
reduce poverty.   Growth has averaged 5.3 percent since 2002 (6.6 percent in 2007);  unemployment has 
fallen from 16 percent in 2002 to 9.9 percent in 2007; and approximately ten million Colombians have 
risen out of poverty in the last five years.  
 
5.  Anchor longstanding ties with a vital regional ally.  Colombia has been a steadfast partner in 
combating narcotics trafficking and countering regional terror groups.  The Colombian people support the 
U.S. - Colombia Free Trade Agreement in large numbers.  A Gallup Poll conducted on January 17, found 
Uribe’s approval rating reached 80 percent.  The Colombian Congress strongly favors the U.S. – 
Colombia Free Trade Agreement – the Senate voted 55-3 and House 85-10 to approve the agreement - 
showing that the Colombian people are confident that stronger ties to the U.S. will make them more 
secure, stable and prosperous.  Approval and implementation of the U.S. - Colombia Free Trade 
Agreement will be a critical signal of America’s support for the Colombian people, who have chosen to 
strengthen ties with the United States in the belief that reciprocal market access will contribute to the 
overall growth and development of their nation.   

 
For more information see:  www.ustr.gov/Trade_Agreements/Bilateral/Section_Index.html
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Free Trade with Colombia  
Brief Summary of the U.S. – Colombia Free Trade Agreement 

 
• Market Access for U.S. Consumer and Industrial Products: Over eighty percent of U.S. exports of 
consumer and industrial products to Colombia will become duty-free immediately, with remaining 
tariffs phased out over 10 years. Key U.S. exports will gain immediate duty-free access to Colombia. 
Colombia agreed to allow trade in remanufactured goods, and will join the WTO Information 
Technology Agreement.  

 
• New Opportunities for U.S. Farmers and Ranchers: U.S. farm exports to Colombia that will 
receive immediate duty-free treatment include high quality beef, cotton, wheat, soybeans, soybean 
meal; key fruits and vegetables including apples, pears, peaches, and cherries; and many processed 
food products including frozen french fries and cookies. U.S. farm products that will benefit from 
improved market access include pork, beef, corn, poultry, rice, fruits and vegetables, processed 
products, and dairy products. The United States and Colombia have worked to resolve sanitary and 
phytosanitary barriers to agricultural trade, including on food safety inspection procedures for beef, 
pork, and poultry.  
 
• Textiles and Apparel – Promoting Cooperation and Benefits: Textiles and apparel will be duty-free 
and quota-free immediately if the products meet the agreement’s rule of origin, promoting new 
opportunities for U.S. and Colombian fiber, yarn, fabric and apparel manufacturing.  

 
• Strong Protections for U.S. Investors: The Agreement establishes a stable legal framework for U.S. 
investors operating in Colombia. All forms of investment are protected under the Agreement. U.S. 
investors will enjoy in almost all circumstances the right to establish, acquire, and operate investments 
in Colombia in an equal footing with local investors. Investor protections will be backed by a 
transparent, binding international arbitration mechanism.  

 
• Expanded Access to Services Markets: Colombia will accord substantial market access across their 
entire services regime, including financial services. Colombia agreed to eliminate measures that 
require U.S. firms to hire national rather than U.S. professionals and phase-out market restrictions in 
cable television. Colombia also agreed that both mutual funds and pension funds in its territory will be 
allowed to use portfolio managers in the U.S.  

 
• Greater Protection for Intellectual Property Rights: The Agreement provides for improved 
standards for the protection and enforcement of a broad range of intellectual property rights, which are 
consistent with both U.S. standards of protection and enforcement, and with emerging international 
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standards. Such improvements include state-of-the-art protections for digital products such as U.S. 
software, music, text, and videos; stronger protection for U.S. patents, trademarks and test data, 
including an electronic system for the registration and maintenance of trademarks; and further 
deterrence of piracy and counterfeiting by criminalizing end-use piracy.  

 
• The Digital Age: The United States and Colombia agreed to provisions on e-commerce that 
commits all parties to non-discriminatory treatment of digital products. The parties agreed not to 
impose customs duties on digital products transmitted electronically. Additionally, the agreement 
requires procedures for resolving disputes about trademarks used in Internet domain names.  

 
• Internationally-recognized Labor Rights: The Agreement includes an enforceable reciprocal 
obligation for the countries to adopt and maintain in their laws and practice the core 
internationally-recognized labor rights as stated in the 1998 ILO Declaration on Fundamental 
Principles and Rights at Work, including a prohibition on the worst forms of child labor. Neither 
Party may waive or derogate from the laws that implement this obligation in a manner affecting 
trade or investment. There is also an enforceable obligation to effectively enforce labor laws 
related to those rights and to working conditions. These labor obligations are subject to the same 
dispute settlement procedures and enforcement mechanisms as obligations in other Chapters of the 
Agreement. The Agreement also establishes a Cooperative Mechanism for the governments to 
develop cooperative activities aimed at promoting and advancing fundamental labor rights.  
 
• Commitments and Cooperation to Protect the Environment: The Agreement commits parties to 
effectively enforce their own domestic environmental laws and adopt, maintain and implement 
laws, regulations, and all other measures to fulfill obligations under covered multilateral 
environmental agreements (MEAs). All obligations in the Environment Chapter are subject to the 
same dispute settlement procedures and enforcement mechanisms as obligations in other Chapters 
of the Agreement. The Chapter calls for a public submissions process with an independent 
secretariat for environmental matters to ensure that views of civil society are appropriately 
considered. There is also an environmental cooperation agreement that provides a framework for 
undertaking environmental capacity building in Colombia.  
 
• Trade Capacity Building: Development and Trade Together: The Agreement creates a Trade 
Capacity Building Committee, which will help Colombia build its capacity to implement the 
obligations of the agreement and to benefit more broadly from the opportunities it creates. 
Assistance programs to be discussed by the committee include, for example, programs for small 
and medium-sized enterprises and farmers, and programs for improvements in transportation 
infrastructure and telecommunications. The U.S. Government has provided a total of 
approximately $150 million in trade capacity building (TCB) assistance to Colombia for the fiscal 
years 2004 through 2006. Colombia also benefited from U.S. Government provided trade capacity 
building assistance to Andean regional programs, totaling more than $8.5 million for the same 
period. Multilateral lenders such as the Inter-American Development Bank and the World Bank 
provide additional trade-related assistance in support of the agreement.  
 
• Fair and Open Government Procurement: U.S. suppliers are granted non-discriminatory rights 
to bid on contracts from a broad range of Colombian government ministries, agencies, public 
enterprises, and regional governments. The agreement requires the use of fair and transparent 

 
 



procurement procedures, such as advance notice of purchases and timely and effective bid review 
procedures.  
 
• An Open and Competitive Telecommunications Market: Users of Colombian telecom networks 
are guaranteed reasonable and nondiscriminatory access to the network. This prevents local firms 
from having preferential or “first right” of access to telecom networks. U.S. phone companies 
obtained the right to interconnect with Colombian dominant suppliers’ fixed networks at 
nondiscriminatory and cost-based rates.  
 
• Increased Transparency: The Agreement’s dispute settlement mechanisms provide for open 
public hearings, public access to documents, and the opportunity for third parties to submit views. 
Transparency in customs operations will aid express delivery shipments and will require more 
open and public processes for customs rulings and administration. For custom procedures, 
Colombia committed to publish laws and regulations on the Internet, and will ensure procedural 
certainty and fairness. Colombia also committed to make public their responses to significant 
comments received on proposed technical regulations.  
 
• Dispute Settlement: Core obligations, including labor and environment provisions, are subject to 
the dispute settlement mechanism of the agreement.  
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Supporting the Peru, Colombia, and Panama Free Trade Agreements 

 
Access to a large and growing markets 

Passage of these agreements will provide U.S. businesses duty-free access to markets with a combined population 
of approximately 79 million consumers and GDP of  nearly $662 billion.  

  
 U.S. exports (goods) to Colombia, Panama, and Peru have risen over 153% in the last 6 years (2001-2007). 

More than 19,500 U.S. companies export their products to Peru, Colombia, and Panama, which are among Latin 
America’s most dynamic growth markets.  In 2007, U.S. goods exports totaled $4.1 billion to Peru, $8.6 billion to 
Colombia, and $3.7 billion to Panama.  

 
Levels the playing field for U.S. workers, businesses and agriculture 

The Agreements will eliminate tariffs on all U.S. exports to Colombia, Peru, and Panama, with transition periods 
for only the most sensitive products. 

 
The Agreements will also provide substantial new market opportunities for U.S. farmers and ranchers, and help 
remove non-tariff barriers to agricultural trade with these countries.  The American Farm Bureau estimates that 
U.S. farm exports to Peru, Colombia, and Panama will increase by nearly $1.7 billion per year under the 
agreements, with gains spread among all sectors of U.S. agriculture. 
 
For U.S. service suppliers, the agreements expand market access, ensure non-discriminatory treatment, and require 
regulation to be objective and transparent.  Further, the agreements provide enforceable protections for U.S. 
investors against government measures that are discriminatory, arbitrary, or expropriate their investments. 

 
Strengthen freedom and democracy 

In today’s world of intense economic and security interdependence, it is in our national interest to engage like-
minded countries committed to democracy, the rule of law, and open markets. 

 
Strong protection for labor and environment 

These FTAs incorporate the May 10 bipartisan agreement and contain the most advanced labor and environmental 
obligations of any bilateral or regional free trade agreement. 

 
Labor: Commits FTA partners to adopt, maintain and enforce the fundamental labor rights as stated in the ILO 
Declaration on Fundamental Principles and Rights at Work. 

  
Environment: Commits FTA partners to effectively enforce their own domestic environmental laws and adopt, 
maintain and implement laws, regulations and all other measures to fulfill obligations under covered multilateral 
environment agreements.   

 
Full Application of Dispute Settlement Provisions: Labor and environment obligations will be subject to the same 
dispute settlement procedures and enforcement mechanisms as obligations under other chapters of the agreement.  

 
Support American allies in a key region 
 The United States has a vested interest in the security, stability and success of Latin America, and stands to gain 

substantially from establishing stronger political and economic ties with Peru, Colombia, and Panama. 
 

http://www.ustr.gov


           Colombia FTA Facts 
Office of the United States Trade Representative                                                  www.ustr.gov                                     
March 2008 

 
Colombia:  On a Path to Peace, Justice and Prosperity 

  
“Uribe’s government has made major strides, persuading tens of thousands of combatants to 
lay down their arms.  Murders and kidnappings, the tools of choice during the decades of 
lawlessness, have dropped dramatically.  The result is a more stable country with a booming 
economy and a strong diplomatic relationship with the U.S.  Moreover, Uribe stands for 
democracy and free markets on a continent that has veered sharply left toward state control.”
  

          Chicago Tribune, June 23, 2007 
 
Seven years ago, Colombia was nearly a failed state.  Violence was rampant, Colombians were 
fleeing their country, and economic activity was plummeting.  Since then, Colombia and the 
United States have worked together to combat violence and instability.  Together we have made 
extraordinary strides in a few short years.  U.S. assistance and tariff preferences under the 
Andean Trade Preference Act have been key elements of our joint strategy to promote peace, 
justice and prosperity.  Examples of progress include: 
 
PEACE 
• Peace Process:  Since the Colombian Government enacted the Justice and Peace Law in 2005, 

which set the rules under which paramilitary members would demobilize and be brought to justice, 
over 31,000 members from 35 paramilitary groups – principally from the AUC (United Self-
Defense Forces of Colombia) - have demobilized.  In addition, in response to the Colombian 
government’s efforts to defeat the illegal groups operating within its borders, since 2002, more than 
10,500 members of the far left insurgent groups FARC (Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia) 
and ELN (National Liberation Army) have chosen to individually demobilize, leaving their units 
and turning themselves in to Colombian authorities.   

• Steep Decline in Violence:  Through Plan Colombia, the Colombian Government stepped up its 
efforts to enhance territorial control and reduce violence throughout the country.  As a result, since 
President Uribe took office in 2002, the security situation has improved significantly, with 
kidnappings down by 83 percent, terror attacks by 76 percent.  Homicides have decreased by 40 
percent and homicides against trade unionists have dropped by twice as much (over 80 percent).  In 
2007, the rate of homicides of unionists was less than one seventh that of the general population.   

• Protection Programs:  The Colombian government is providing protection to over 10,600 
individuals.  The largest protection program is run by the Ministry of Interior and Justice and 
provides protection to more than 9,400 individuals, including over 1,900 trade union members.  Of 
the program’s $39.5 million budget, one third – $13.1 million – goes to protect trade unionists.  

• Expanded Police Presence:  As part of its effort to bring security and stability to all of its 
territory, Colombia has established a police presence in each of its 1,099 municipalities (equivalent 
to U.S. counties).  Increased police presence has secured primary and secondary roads throughout 
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the country, freeing Colombians to travel by road without fear of attack.  As a result, ridership on 
these roads has doubled since 2002, and commerce is flowing between areas that were once 
isolated by violence.  To combat illegal groups, the Colombian government has established 108 
new rural police stations, staffed with over 4,000 new officers.  

• Increased State Presence:  Increased security has led to real changes in people’s lives.  Once 
forced to govern from afar due to fear, mayors have returned to their communities and are working 
with the national government to provide state services.  Colombia is once again providing judicial, 
community, health and education services in many areas where it was once too dangerous to do so. 

• Containing Narcotics Trafficking:  The Colombian government is continuing to battle 
narcotrafficking, which provides the funding base for illegal armed groups.  Interdiction and 
eradication successes have kept an average of 400 metric tons of cocaine per year from reaching 
the U.S. market, depriving terrorist groups of hundreds of millions in funds to buy arms and mount 
attacks. 

 
JUSTICE 
• Paramilitary Ties Investigated and Prosecuted:  To ensure all persons with alleged paramilitary 

links are brought to justice, Colombia’s judicial authorities are – with the full support of the Uribe 
Government – aggressively investigating and prosecuting legislators, government officials and 
military officers tied to such allegations. 

• AUC Leaders Under Arrest:  Twenty-three former paramilitary leaders are incarcerated in 
maximum security jails.  The remaining senior leaders, who refused to surrender, are being sought 
by Colombian authorities.  Former paramilitaries that commit new crimes will lose their right to 
reduced sentences under the Justice and Peace Law. 

• No Amnesty:  In comparison to other peace processes from Guatemala to South Africa, 
Colombia’s process offers reduced sentences, but no amnesty, and significant reparations must be 
paid to victims by perpetrators.  The government is prosecuting all former paramilitary members 
accused of serious crimes.  If convicted, they will serve sentences of up to eight years. 

• Combating Impunity:  In Colombia, progress on investigation and prosecution of cases was 
hampered by an overburdened, outmoded criminal justice system.  To combat the impunity that 
resulted from this old system, the country has replaced it with a new oral accusatory system under 
which criminal cases move from arrest to verdict in months instead of years, and conviction rates 
have increased from less than 3 percent to over 60 percent.  To combat impunity in cases of 
violence against trade unionists, an independent special prosecutor’s unit with a budget of $1.5 
million was established in October 2006 to rapidly investigate and prosecute 187 such priority 
cases, which were identified in cooperation with Colombia’s trade unions and the International 
Labor Organization.     

• Extensive Cooperation on Extradition:  Colombia has extradited over 680 narcotics traffickers 
and terrorists to the United States, including over 620 since President Uribe took office in 2002. 

 
PROSPERITY 
• Economic Growth and Poverty Reduction:  GDP per capita has almost doubled since 2002, 

while poverty has declined almost 20%.  Unemployment is at its lowest level in a decade.  Wages 
have risen about 10% since 2000, while inflation has dropped from about 15% to about 6%. 

• Trade Growth:  Colombia’s exports to the United States grew 36% from 2000 to 2007, while U.S. 
exports to Colombia grew 132%. 

 



With strong bipartisan support, the United States has 
sustained a substantial investment in Colombia’s successful 

struggle against narcoterrorism.  Our support for Colombia’s 
people is bearing fruit: Colombia is turning a corner in bringing 
security, prosperity, and justice to its citizens.  Our continued 
commitment will help Colombia consolidate its success by 
accelerating economic growth and ensuring that the government 
provides social services to all its citizens.   

U.S. assistance through Plan Colombia and tariff preferences 
under the Andean Trade Preference Act are key elements of 
our joint strategy to promote peace, justice, and prosperity in 
Colombia.  The U.S.-Colombia Free Trade Agreement will 
make those preferences permanent and will give U.S. exports 
the same access to Colombian markets that Colombian products 
enjoy in the United States.  These trade benefits are vital to 
helping Colombia emerge from a ruinous, long-running conflict.  
Approval of the U.S.-Colombia Free Trade Agreement will also 
show the world that the United States stands by its friends.  
More importantly, it will help build a dynamic, successful, and 
competitive region whose people can be full partners as we 
address the common challenges of the 21st century.   

From Near FailiNg State to Strategic PartNer
Eight years ago, Colombia was a near failing state.  Violence was 

rampant, citizens were fleeing the country, and economic activity 
was plummeting.  Since then, the United States and Colombia 
have worked together to combat violence and instability.  

Security has improved markedly.  Under President Uribe, 
homicides have dropped by 40 percent, kidnappings by 83 
percent, and terrorist attacks by 76 percent – and violence 

continued 
to plummet 
in 2007.  
Over 45,000 
terrorists have 
demobilized - 
including 32,000 
paramilitary 
members 
– and the FARC 
and ELN are 

significantly weakened.  Colombia is doing what no other 
country has attempted during a peace process, holding irregular 
forces accountable for their crimes.  

At the same time, Colombia has laid the foundation for 
bringing government services to areas retaken from illegal 
armed groups, and increased investment in alternative 
development, human 
rights protection, and 
social services.  Mayors 
have returned to their 
towns.  Enrollment in 
public schools is now at 
92 percent.

Drug cartels have been 
dismantled.  Colombia 
has extradited over 687 
criminals – mostly drug traffickers – to the United States.  Cocaine 
production has fallen by a third, seizures of cocaine bound for 
the United States have more than doubled, and, while estimates 
differ, coca cultivation has declined.  Interdiction and eradication 
successes have kept an average of 400 metric tons per year of 
cocaine from reaching the U.S. market.  Alternative development 
programs have benefited over 135,000 families and supported over 
158,000 hectares of licit crops.  

Thanks in part to increased security, Colombia’s economy is 
rebounding and people’s lives are improving.  Roads are open.  

Colombia:  an opportunity for lasting suCCess 
 

“Just as Colombia appears poised to put decades of conflict behind it,the fate of the FTA stands as a vote of confidence in Colombia’s future.”
– Former Under Secretary for Political Affairs R. Nicholas Burns 

U . S .  D E P A R T M E N T  O F  S T A T E  •  B U R E A U  O F  P U B L I C  A F F A I R S  •  W W W . S T A T E . g O V
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Displaced farmers 
are returning to their 
lands.  Economic 
growth topped over 
6.9 percent in 2007, 
the highest in eight 
years.  Unemployment 
and poverty are at 
their lowest levels in  
a decade. 

“Colombia’s transformation in less than a decade from failing  
state to thriving democracy is one of the greatest victories  

for the cause of human rights in our world today.”
 – Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice

PrioritiziNg HumaN rigHtS
The United States is working closely with Colombia to promote 

human rights, ensure access to justice, and end impunity.  Under 
Uribe, Colombia has come a long way in advancing these goals.  
Labor conditions in Colombia have significantly improved.  
Working with the International Labor Organization, Colombia 

has enhanced its 
labor laws and their 
implementation and 
taken steps to protect 
union members and 
end impunity in cases 
of violence against 
them.  Thanks to 
these measures and 
overall improvements 
in Colombia’s security 

situation, according to NgO figures, homicides of trade unionists 
dropped over 79 percent in the last six years.

Much of this improvement has occurred because of Colombia’s 
protection programs for its vulnerable citizens.  The Ministry of 
Interior and Justice’s $39.5 million program provides protection to 
over 9,400 individuals.  A third of this program’s budget – $13.1 
million – goes to protect more than 1,900 trade unionists.  

Colombia has committed itself to ending impunity.  With 
the historic transformation of its criminal justice system now 
complete, cases move from arrest to verdict in months instead 
of years, and conviction rates have soared from less than three 
percent to over 60 percent.  To end the backlog of labor cases, 
working with the International Labor Organization, Colombia 
has created a $1.5 million labor sub-unit to investigate priority 
cases of violence against trade unionists.  

BuildiNg oN ProgreSS
Colombia has designed a strategy to face the challenges 

of consolidating these gains by expanding state presence and 
government services in areas reclaimed from illegal armed groups.  

While maintaining pressure on narcotics traffickers and terrorist 
organizations through eradication, interdiction, and extradition, 
the strategy outlines a plan to expand government programs 
in remote rural areas and puts increased emphasis on security, 
social services, and assistance to vulnerable groups, such as Afro-
Colombians, indigenous groups, and displaced persons.  It also 
devotes more resources to human rights and judicial reforms 
to end impunity in these cases.  Our assistance supports these 
efforts and complements Colombia’s capabilities in areas such 
as counternarcotics.  As local capacity grows, we are working 
with the government of Colombia to prepare it to assume 
responsibility for these programs.  However, bilateral assistance is 
only part of the solution.  

“Trade fosters human opportunities that build hope  
and give people a stake in their society’s success.” 

– Deputy Secretary of State John D. Negroponte

addreSSiNg root cauSeS oF iNStaBility 
Colombia is a prime example of the intrinsic link between 

prosperity and security.  To continue its progress in the long 
term, and create new economic alternatives to drugs and 
violence, Colombia needs investment, trade, and economic 
growth.  The U.S.-Colombia Free Trade Agreement is vital to 
supporting Colombia in its success and encouraging yet further 
progress.  It will bring increased economic opportunity to 
the people of Colombia through sustained economic growth, 
new employment opportunities, increased investment, and by 
consolidating anti-corruption reforms and drawing millions 
into the formal economy.  The 270,000 jobs it will bring 
to Colombians will weaken the lure of the illicit economic 
sector.  Provisions in the agreement will reinforce democracy 
by fighting corruption, increasing transparency, and fostering 
accountability and rule of law.  Through these changes, the 
agreement will address the underlying causes of the social ills 
that allow narcotraffickers and insurgent groups to operate.

colomBia’S SucceSS iS our SucceSS
Supporting Colombia, a key U.S. ally, increases stability in our 

Hemisphere, thereby strengthening our security and economic 
interests in the region.  The United States has been a proud partner 
in Colombia’s success and will continue to work side-by-side with 
the Colombian people as they further bolster their security and 
improve their lives.  U.S. support and the U.S.-Colombia Free 
Trade Agreement are vital to ensuring Colombia continues on 
its trajectory of positive change and continues to be a steadfast 
strategic partner for the United States and a democratic anchor 
in the region.  By embracing democratic governance and open 
markets, Colombia has made a strategic choice for a better future 
for its people, and needs our support in doing so.  It is time for us 
to stand by Colombia and its people, showing our commitment 
to responsible democracies that seek increased engagement, 
partnership, and trade with the United States.  n

U . S .  D E P A R T M E N T  O F  S T A T E  •  B U R E A U  O F  P U B L I C  A F F A I R S  •  W W W . S T A T E . g O V
3/10/08
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President Uribe with ILO President  
Daniel Fuenes de Rioja 

Source: Government of colombia  



Charting Colombia’s Progress



Near Failing State to Thriving Democracy

COLOMBIACOLOMBIA

“Colombia’s transformation in less than a 
decade from failing state to thriving 
democracy is one of the greatest victories 
for the cause of human rights in our 
world today.”

Secretary Condoleezza Rice, 
October 9, 2007

3/07/2008



Plan Colombia Achievements 2000-2008
Prevented hundreds of tons cocaine from reaching U.S.
Kidnappings down by 83%, homicides 40%, terrorist attacks 
76% since 2002.
Over 40,000 terrorists demobilized under President Uribe. 
100% of population lives under new accusatorial judicial 
system that resolves cases in months instead of years.
Over 4% average GDP growth for past six 
years; Poverty and unemployment 
at lowest levels in a decade.
135,000 families have benefited from U.S.
alternative development programs.

COLOMBIACOLOMBIA
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Source: Colombian Ministry of Defense
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Dramatic improvement in 

Colombia’s security

Terrorist Attacks

Homicides down 40%

Kidnappings down 83%

Terrorist attacks down 76%
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Source:  Colombian Prosecutor General’s Office
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Today, thanks to 
improved security, all 
mayors in Colombia live 
and work in their 
respective 
municipalities

COLOMBIA
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Ridership on Colombian Roads
(in millions of travelers)
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COLOMBIA

As Colombia’s security 
situation continues to improve, 
ridership on Colombia’s roads 
has almost doubled since 2000

99.01
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Spending by International Tourists
(in millions $US)
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COLOMBIA
With a mix of improved security and economic growth, the number 
of tourists visiting Colombia has doubled in the last five years

3/07/2008



105

40

60

26

72

39

196

101

89

205

70

137

197
186

94

96

0

50

100

150

200

250

2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007

Ministry of Social Protection Figures (Government)
National Union School (ENS) Figures (NGO)

Homicides of Trade Unionists in Colombia

Since 2002, homicides 
of trade unionists have 
fallen by between 79 
and 86 percent

COLOMBIA
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Persons Enrolled in Protection Program
(cumulative totals)

Source: Colombian Ministry of the Interior and Justice
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The Ministry of Interior and 
Justice’s $39.5 million 

program provides protection 
for 9,444 individuals

COLOMBIA
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Groups Receiving Protection
COLOMBIA

2007, 10%

NGOs  (6%)

Other
(8%)

Trade Unionists
(21%)

Union Patriotica 
Members (22%)

City Council Members 
(23%)

Source: Colombian Ministry of Interior and Justice; Other = Journalists, Personeros, Mayors, Department Legislators, Witnesses, Medical Personnel, 
Former Mayors

Trade unionists, 
displaced persons, 

human rights 
workers, and NGOs 
account for almost 

half of those receiving 
protection from the 

Colombian 
Government

IDP’s (6%)

Leaders of Civil 
Society and HR 
Organizations (10%)

Government 
Human Rights 
Officials (3%)

Peace Negotiators (1%)
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Protection Expenditures by Group
COLOMBIA

Source: Colombian Ministry of Interior and Justice; Other = Internally Displaced Persons, Journalists, Personeros, Mayors, 
Department Legislators, Witnesses, Medical Personnel, Former Mayors

8%

Peace 
Negotiators

(9%)

Union Patriotica 
Members

(18%)

Trade Unionists (30%)

City Council
Members 
(10.5%)

NGOs
(10%)

Other 
(9%)

Government  
Human Right 

Officials
(3%)

Almost one third 
of the Protection 

Program’s 
budget ($13.1 

million) goes to 
protect trade 

unionists

Leaders of Civil 
Society and Human 

Rights 
Organizations 

(8%)

IDP’s (2%)
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Alleged Political Killings
(according to NGO reporting based on press reports and allegations received by NGOs)
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COLOMBIA

Overall, allegations of 
politically-motivated 
murders have decreased 
substantially in the last 
6 years.
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New Displacements
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Source: Colombian Government’s Acción Social General Index on Displaced Populations 
[http://www.accionsocial.gov.co/Estadisticas/publicacion%20septiembre%203%20de%202007.htm] and Colombian NGO Consultancy 
for Human Rights and Displacement (CODHES) [http://www.codhes.org/Info/Boletines-graficos.htm]

Though displacement continues to be a concern, 
and an average of 200,000 people are displaced 
per year, rates are falling.  NGOs believe figures 
may be about 25% above those listed here due 
to under-registration.
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Source:  Colombian Institute of Rural Development (INCODER)
30,711,644 hectares are indigenous reserves; Colombia has a total of 103,870,000 hectares within its borders
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One third of Colombia’s land 
(over 30 million hectares) is now 
dedicated to indigenous reserves 

(land collectively titled to 
indigenous communities)

COLOMBIA
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COLOMBIA

Poverty down almost 20% 
since 2002

Unemployment at its 
lowest level in a decade

Record economic 
growth

GDP per capita has 
almost doubled since 2002

Source:  GDP Per Capita figures from Inter-American Development Bank; 
All others from Colombian National Planning  Department (DNP-DANE) 3/07/2008



Source:  Inflation figures from Inter-American Development Bank (www.iadb.org/datagob/index.htm);
Wages figures from Colombia Statistics from Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC)
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Consistent 
wage growthSubstantial 

decrease in 
inflation

The World Bank singled out Colombia as one of the 
top ten economic reformers of 2006-2007
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Child Mortality
(number of deaths per 1,000 children under five)
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COLOMBIA

Thanks to economic growth and 
increasing wages, more people 
are able to provide adequate 

health and nutritional care for 
their children
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Overall Exports
(in billions of $US)

Source:  International Monetary Fund, Direction of Trade Statistics; *2007 data shows preliminary figures released by the Colombian Government
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COLOMBIA

Rising numbers of new 
businesses formed thanks to a 

permissive economic 
environment
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COLOMBIA

While estimates differ, there 
is progress: cultivation is 
down by 7% since 2001

Down by 
27% since 

2001

Seizures of cocaine 
bound for the United 
States have increased 

127% since 2001
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From its peak in 2001, 
cocaine production is 
down by a third; seizures 
have more than doubled.

COLOMBIA
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Source:  Colombian Armed Forces General Command and National Police Center for Criminal Investigation
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A testament to its outstanding 
bilateral relationship to the 
United States, Colombia has 
extradited a total of 687 
criminals to the United States; 
621 since President Uribe took 
office in 2002
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This document is available on-line at 
http://www.state.gov/documents/organization/93761.pdf

For more information on Colombia’s turnaround, 
visit the State Department’s webpage 

on Free Trade Agreements at
http://www.state.gov/e/eeb/tpp/c22883.htm

COLOMBIACOLOMBIA
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Colombia FTA:  
Colombia’s Labor Laws and Labor Protections  

 
Strongest Labor Protections Ever in a Trade Agreement 
As a result of the bipartisan trade deal, the labor chapter of the U.S. – Colombia Free Trade 
Agreement, like the agreements with Peru, Panama and Korea, goes further in incorporating labor 
protections into a trade agreement than previous trade agreements, by the United States or any other 
country.  It includes: 
 
Fundamental Labor Rights Guaranteed — Enforceable obligation to adopt and maintain in law and 
practice the five fundamental labor rights, as stated in the 1998 ILO Declaration on Fundamental 
Principles and Rights at Work (ILO Declaration):  

• Freedom of association;  
• The effective recognition of the right to collective bargaining;  
• The elimination of all forms of forced or compulsory labor;  
• The effective abolition of child labor and a prohibition on the worst forms of child labor; and  
• The elimination of discrimination in respect of employment and occupation.  

 
Enforcement Ensured — Enforceable obligation to effectively enforce labor laws related to 
internationally recognized labor rights; includes fundamental labor rights from the ILO Declaration, 
plus acceptable conditions of work with respect to minimum wages, hours of work, and occupational 
safety and health.  
 
Dispute Settlement Parity — Labor obligations subject to the same dispute settlement procedures and 
remedies as commercial obligations.  Available remedies are fines and trade sanctions, based on 
amount of trade injury.  
 
Colombia’s laws provide for fundamental labor rights and more 

• Ratified 71 ILO conventions — including all eight of the core conventions.  Under Colombia’s 
Political Constitution, ratified ILO conventions have the same legal authority as national law.    

• Passed major labor law reform in 2000 addressing long-standing observations of the ILO on 
freedom of association and collective bargaining. 

• A 2006 Tripartite Agreement on Freedom of Association and Democracy signed by labor 
confederations, employers, and the government lead to the establishment of a permanent ILO 
presence in Colombia. 

 
Freedom of Association 

• Colombia’s Constitution provides for the right to establish trade unions free from government 
intervention and guarantees the right to strike.   

http://www.ustr.gov


 2

• The law provides for special legal protection for union representatives to prevent against anti-
union discrimination in employment.   

 
Right to Organize and Bargain Collectively 

• The law prohibits individuals from interfering with, pressuring, or limiting workers’ trade 
union rights, including the right to freely associate.  

• The law requires employers to negotiate with unions that submit legitimate requests to bargain 
collectively. 

 
Prohibition on Forced Labor 

• Colombia’s Constitution prohibits slavery and servitude and trafficking in persons, and 
violations are subject to imprisonment under the penal code. 

• The Inter-institutional Committee against Trafficking in Persons and various ministries have 
implemented a variety of anti-trafficking initiatives within Colombia.  In 2006, the Government 
of Colombia reported 49 active investigations, 63 prosecutions, and 10 convictions related to 
trafficking. 

 
Labor protections for children and a prohibition on the worst forms of child labor  

• Colombia’s Código de Infancia y Adolescencia establishes a minimum age for employment 
(generally 15 years of age, with limited exceptions under specified conditions) and sets hours 
and conditions of work for children under 18 years of age.    

• The Ministry of Social Protection has established a list of the worst forms of child labor that are 
prohibited for all minors under age 18.   

• Colombia’s National Development Plan 2002-2006 establishes the eradication of exploitive 
child labor as a priority.    

 
Non-discrimination in respect of employment 

• The Código Sustantivo del Trabajo states that all workers are equal before the law and that 
each worker possesses the same protections and guarantees. 

• The government has tasked a special unit to propose, coordinate, and evaluate policies, plans 
and programs of prevention, inspection, monitoring and control for the reduction of 
employment discrimination. 

 
Acceptable Conditions of Work 

• In 2007, Colombia raised its monthly minimum wage to $202 (USD), a $12 increase from 
2006. 

• The law requires employers to protect the security and health of their workers through the 
provision of proper equipment and workplaces. 

• The law makes provisions for overtime work that vary according to whether workers’ normal 
hours are daytime, night time, or mixed shifts. 

 
Creating a Safer Environment for Unionists
 
Due to paramilitary demobilizations, improvements in the general security situation and a greatly 
expanded protection program for vulnerable groups, homicides in Colombia have decreased by 40 
percent since 2002 in the country as a whole and by over 60 percent for union members.  The 
Colombian government has established a special prosecutors unit and assigned three judges to pursue 
convictions in priority homicide cases identified by Colombia’s major unions. 
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U.S. – Colombia Free Trade Agreement  

Benefits The Environment 
 

As a result of the bipartisan trade deal, the environment chapter of the U.S. –Colombia Free 
Trade Agreement, like the agreements with Peru, Panama and Korea, goes further in 
incorporating environmental obligations into a trade agreement than any previous trade 
agreement, by the United States or any other country.  It includes obligations to implement key 
multilateral environmental agreements in areas such as endangered species protection and 
marine pollution prevention. 
 
Highlights of Environmental Accomplishments of the CFTA
 
First Ever Obligations to Implement Key Multilateral Environmental Agreements (MEAs):  
The CFTA includes obligations to implement and enforce several important MEAs, such as those 
covering trade in endangered species, production of ozone depleting substances, and 
conservation of wetlands.  The implementation and enforcement of the international 
environmental standards in these MEAs are subject to the CFTA’s dispute settlement procedures, 
which include the possibility of trade sanctions for violations. 
 
Obligations to Maintain Robust Domestic Environmental Protections:  The CFTA requires the 
Parties to pursue high levels of environmental protection, effectively enforce their laws, and not 
derogate from these laws to encourage increased trade or investment. 
 
Specific Provision for Protection of Biodiversity:  Colombia is one of the few mega-diverse 
countries in the world and the CFTA specifically recognizes the priority placed on protecting and 
conserving that diversity. 
 
Innovative Public Submissions Mechanism to Empower Civil Society:  The CFTA establishes 
an independent secretariat to receive complaints that a Party is not effectively enforcing its 
environmental laws and provides for the possibility of “factual records” to respond to credible 
complaints. 
 
A Comprehensive Approach to Environmental Protection:  Parties are to ensure that procedural 
guarantees exist to provide for fair, equitable and transparent proceedings for the administration 
and enforcement of environmental laws and to complement such guarantees with voluntary, 
market-based mechanisms to protect the environment. 
 
Capacity Building through Cooperation:  A parallel Environmental Cooperation Agreement 
provides a framework for identifying specific capacity-building needs in Colombia and 
establishing relevant projects, with civil society input, to address those needs. 

http://www.ustr.gov
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Significant Intellectual Property Rights (IPR) Improvements  
 

The Colombia IPR chapter contributes to a broad strengthening of Colombia’s IPR protection and 
enforcement and thereby represents a significant boost for U.S. commercial interests. The chapter 

accomplishes the Trade Promotion Authority objectives regarding promotion of adequate and effective 
protection of IPR reflecting standards of protection similar to those found in U.S. law. The Agreement also 
incorporates provisions reflecting full respect for the 2001 Doha Declaration on the TRIPS Agreement and 

Public Health. 
 

Key IPR Accomplishments of the U.S. - Colombia Free Trade Agreement (CFTA) 
 
State-of-the-Art Protection for U.S. Trademarks  
CFTA contains a number of elements that will strengthen Colombia’s protection of U.S. trademarks. Colombia is 
required to develop an on-line system for registration and maintenance of trademarks.  
 
Colombia will also develop a system to resolve disputes about trademarks used in internet domain names.  
The agreement also advances the U.S. policy objective of ensuring that the first person who acquires a right to a 
trademark or a geographical indication is the person who has the right to use it.  
 
Protection for Copyrighted Works in a Digital Economy  
In addition to ensuring extended terms of protection for copyright-protected works, the CFTA will foster Colombia’s 
adherence to disciplines that reflect the realities of copyright in a digital age.  
 
Under the terms of the agreement, Colombia will establish strong anti-circumvention provisions to prohibit tampering 
with technologies designed to prevent piracy and unauthorized distribution of songs, movies or other works over the 
internet. CFTA also ensures that Colombia’s government must use only legitimate computer software, and establishes 
that copyright owners maintain rights over temporary copies of their works on computers.  
 
The agreement also will help prevent piracy of satellite television programming, and sets out rules for the liability of 
Internet Service Providers for copyright infringement, reflecting the balance struck in the U.S. Digital Millennium 
Copyright Act.  
 
Patents & Test Data: Stronger Protections  
The CFTA will significantly strengthen Colombia’s basis for protecting patents and test data.  
The agreement limits the grounds for revoking patents, provides protection for newly developed plant varieties, and sets 
out rules for protecting test data submitted in connection with marketing approval for medicines and agricultural 
chemicals.  
 
The CFTA also requires the establishment of procedures and remedies to prevent the marketing of pharmaceutical 
products that infringe patents. The IPR protections in the agreement incorporate flexibilities aimed at ensuring that 
Colombia can strike an appropriate balance that promotes both pharmaceutical innovation and access to medicines.  
 
Tough Penalties for Piracy and Counterfeiting  
The CFTA criminalizes end-user piracy, providing strong deterrence against piracy and counterfeiting. The agreement 
will also require Colombia to authorize the seizure, forfeiture, and destruction of counterfeit and pirated goods, and 
will also strengthen enforcement by providing for ex officio action in border and criminal cases. 

http://www.ustr.gov
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The United States - Colombia FTA Protects U.S. Ports 
The United States - Colombia Free Trade Agreement (CFTA) explicitly clarifies the right of the 
United States to take any measure it considers necessary to protect national security in relation 

to U.S. ports or other sectors. 
 

Standard Provisions Regarding Port Services 
 

• The United States - Colombia Free Trade Agreement (FTA) commits each party (subject 
to specified exceptions) to treat service suppliers and investors of the other party no less 
favorably than it treats its own service suppliers and investors.   

• With respect to “landside aspects of port activities,” the United States is obligated to 
provide Colombian service suppliers and investors such treatment only to the extent that 
Colombia provides “comparable market access” to U.S. service suppliers and investors.  
(The United States made virtually identical commitments in the NAFTA and in the free 
trade agreements with Australia, Bahrain, Central America and the Dominican Republic, 
Chile, Morocco, and Oman.)   

Full and Explicit Discretion to Protect U.S. National Security 

• The United States maintains full discretion under the FTA to take actions to protect the 
national security.  In particular, under the FTA’s “essential security” exception (which all 
our agreements contain), no provision of the FTA prevents us from applying measures 
that we consider necessary to protect our essential security.   

• This exception is self-judging.  The applicability of the exception turns on what the 
United States considers necessary to protect our essential security, not on a tribunal’s 
assessment of our essential security.  Neither an investor/state arbitration tribunal nor a 
state/state dispute settlement panel has any authority to second-guess the United States’ 
assessment of its essential security needs.   

• The Colombia FTA further clarifies the self-judging nature of the essential security 
exception and its application to ports.  Specifically, the FTA includes language clarifying 
that “measures relating to the landside aspects of port activities are subject to the 
application of [the essential security exception].”  A footnote to the essential security 
exception stipulates that if a party invokes the exception in dispute settlement, “the 
tribunal or panel hearing the matter shall find that the exception applies.” 

http://www.ustr.gov


              Colombia FTA Facts 
Office of the United States Trade Representative                                                                                 www.ustr.gov                  
March 2008 

Broad Support For  
U.S. – Colombia Free Trade Agreement 

 
What They’re Saying: 
 
“The Colombia free trade agreement (FTA) will further enhance Tennessee's competitiveness and level 
the playing field for Tennessee's exporters. For more than 16 years Congress has given more than 90 
percent of Colombian imports duty-free access to the American market, while American exporters to 
Colombia still pay hundreds of millions in tariffs each year. The FTA would make trade with Colombia a 
two-way street, benefiting America's businesses, farmers and workers.” 

- Secretary Carlos Gutierrez and Senator Bob Corker, Op-ed in The Memphis Commercial Appeal, 
March 14, 2008 

 
“The CTPA [Colombia Trade Promotion Agreement] is a free trade agreement, so it is important to begin 
with some straight talk about trade.  Current tariffs between the United States and Colombia are one-
sided; 99.9 percent of Colombia’s exports already enter the U.S. duty-free.  No U.S. agricultural exports 
to Colombia receive duty-free treatment.  The CTPA will level this playing field….  Colombia is already 
our fifth largest trading partner in Latin America and the largest export market for our agricultural 
products in South America.  Last year, the value of U.S. agricultural exports to Colombia reached a record 
$1.2 billion.  They included $500 million of yellow corn, $210 million of wheat and barley, $175 million 
of soybeans and soybean products and $59 million of cotton.  U.S. producers achieved these results 
despite the tariff and non-tariff barriers that are now in place.  With those barriers removed, U.S. 
producers could compete for a larger share of Colombia’s business.”  

- Secretary Ed Schafer, Op-ed in The Hill, March 13, 2008. 
 

“Facts are stubborn things, and so it is with trade in general and the North American Free Trade 
Agreement in particular. Contrary to what some of the candidates are saying, Ohio is benefiting from 
trade and from NAFTA in extraordinary ways, and no one more than the state's manufacturers....  Many 
people don't know that the U.S. market is already wide open to imports; our average duty on imports is 
about 2 percent. But countries such as Colombia and South Korea impose an average tariff on U.S. 
manufactured goods of 11 percent - just as Mexico did before NAFTA....  The U.S. Chamber of 
Commerce estimates the trade agreements with Colombia and South Korea could boost U.S. exports by 
more than $25 billion.  Saying no to trade deals is the wrong prescription for Ohio manufacturers. And 
ending NAFTA would be a disaster for the state's manufacturing workers. On trade, politicians 
campaigning for high office should remember the Hippocratic oath: First, do no harm.”  

- Daniel W. Christman (Senior Vice President for International Affairs at the U.S. Chamber of 
Commerce), Op-ed in Cincinnati Enquirer, March 11, 2008.  

 
“We are asking our allies around the world to stand shoulder-to-shoulder with us to fight terrorism, and 
we must not abandon the people of Colombia, who are doing this very task.  There is something that can 
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prove more powerful and lasting than acts of terrorism and war, and that is inclusion in the international 
arena. It is time for U.S. House Speaker Nancy Pelosi to stop delaying a vote on the ratification of the 
Colombian Trade Promotion Agreement.” 

- Representative Dan Burton, Op-ed in Miami Herald, March 8, 2008 
 
“There's just been a real transformation in this country. This is a country that has made tremendous strides 
to provide security for its population... [however], they're clearly very open about all the challenges they 
face."  

- Representative Jim Matheson, quoted in The Salt Lake Tribune, March 5, 2008 
 
“Opposition to this free trade agreement is purely union politics.  It’s not rational and it’s not in the best 
interest of either country.  It makes no sense that we would continue to operate under a system that 
provides advantages to Colombian businesses exporting products to the U.S. and not provide the same 
advantages to U.S. companies and their employees who want to sell products in Colombia.  I hope 
Speaker Pelosi will allow the U.S.-Colombia free trade agreement to come to the floor of the House and 
allow members to vote their conscience....  We began Plan Colombia in 1999 under the Clinton 
administration and have invested around $5.7 billion in Colombia.  President Uribe has made tremendous 
improvements in security and economic growth and approving this free trade agreement is critically 
important to Colombia as it continues to chart a successful democratic and economic future.” 

- Senator Bob Corker, quoted in The Chattanoogan, March 3, 2008 
 

“Rarely have the facts been arrayed so compellingly in favor of a trade accord that is squarely in the 
economic and security interests of the United States as well as our friends in Colombia. Logically and 
morally, the case for Congress to approve it is overwhelming.  For American business, the economic case 
for the agreement centers on fairness....  In the end, the case for the Colombia trade agreement isn’t just 
economic and geopolitical, it’s logical and moral. If the goal is to give opportunities to working 
Americans on factory floors or Colombians rescuing their nation from drug violence, what possible 
benefit could there be in defeating this trade agreement? This is why I am confident that Congress will use 
its head — and its heart — and approve the U.S.-Colombia trade agreement.” 

- Thomas J. Donohue (President and CEP of the U.S. Chamber of Commerce),  
Op-ed in The Politico, March 3, 2008 

 
“It is time to set the record straight on the benefits of NAFTA by looking at the facts and then pressing 
Congress to pass pending free-trade agreements.  These agreements will increase the state's 
manufacturing competitiveness around the world and strengthen the security of Ohio's 308,000 
manufacturing jobs that depend on exports....  Instead of sitting on the sidelines, let's fight the good game 
by enacting the U.S.-Colombia Free Trade Agreement, which remains stalled on Capitol Hill after more 
than two years. A completed agreement will provide Ohio manufacturers nearly unfettered access to one 
of the world's fastest-growing markets.” 
- John Engler (President of the National Association of Manufacturers and former three-term governor of 

Michigan), Op-ed in Columbus Dispatch, February 29, 2008  
 
“Congress’ failure to pass the Colombian trade deal may just be the smoking-gun example Mr. Chavez 
needs to make his case. Our reputation as a global leader is at stake.  And the world is watching how 
Congress responds to this challenge.  Given no alternative, I plan on voting later today to extend the 
current Colombian trade preference program.  But we can and should do better by our Colombian allies 
and by American workers who depend on exports for their livelihoods.  Congress must pass the 
Colombian Trade Promotion Act.” 

- Representative Roy Blunt, Op-ed in Washington Times, February 26, 2008 
 



“The U.S.-Colombia Trade Promotion Agreement is our single most effective tool to help bring economic 
and political security to Colombia....  Congress must push rhetoric aside and partner with Colombia in 
their efforts in establishing a secure and vibrant democracy....  A trade deal would extend our current 
trade relationship from a set of revocable unilateral preferences to a relationship where U.S. industry 
enjoys the same benefits already granted to Colombia through the Andean Trade Promotion and Drug 
Eradication Act.  With a permanent trade promotion agreement, the Colombian market would open on a 
reciprocal basis to U.S. goods, allowing 80 percent of U.S. consumer and industrial products to 
immediately enter Colombia duty-free.  This helps workers and allows U.S. exporters to be more 
competitive at a time of increased challenges.  In addition, labor provisions in the core text would require 
enforcement of domestic labor laws.  It is time to level the playing field for ourselves while helping the 
people of Colombia.” 

- Susan Segal (President and CEO of the Americas Society and the Council of the America), Op-ed in 
Latin Business Chronicle, February 25, 2008 

 
“Benefits from free trade are real....  As President Bush reminded us in the State of the Union address, 
Colombia is 'a friend of America that is confronting violence and terror and fighting drug traffickers.' It 
has more than earned the trade benefits Congress refuses to approve.” 

- Ed Feulner (President of The Heritage Foundation), Op-ed in The Indianapolis Star, February 5, 2008 
  
“The seeming reluctance of congressional Democrats to consider a Free Trade Agreement (FTA) for 
Colombia, and the hostile reception of Colombian President Alvaro Uribe in Washington last year by 
Democratic leadership calls into question whether they at all support one of America's staunchest allies in 
that region.  Colombia remains a developing country that for decades has been wracked by civil conflict 
and an illicit narcotics trade that ends up on American streets.  For these reasons, U.S. assistance for 
Colombia under the Clinton and Bush administrations has exceeded $5 billion.  Many believe a FTA 
would ensure a sustainable return on our already significant foreign investment in that country.” 

- Senator Judd Gregg, Op-ed in Washington Times, February 2, 2008 
 

“Free trade agreements with Colombia, Panama and South Korea would merely require a congressional 
coalition of Republicans and free-trade Democrats, though that may be equally hard to come by, of 
course.  Still, it is greatly in the interest of the United States to close those deals, not only to reach markets 
with tariff-free access to 100 million new consumers, but as the president pointed out: ‘If we fail we will 
embolden the purveyors of false populism.’” 

- Helle Dale, Op-ed in Washington Times, January 31, 2008 
  
“This year, the Democratic majority managed to shift the emphasis of Plan Colombia aid away from anti-
drug and anti-guerrilla activities toward humanitarian initiatives—including rural employment 
opportunities, assistance for displaced persons, the rebuilding of war-torn communities, and the protection 
of human rights.  Democrats, or at least an important number of them, know that all of these goals will be 
reinforced by the economic benefits of a free trade pact with the United States—particularly a pact that 
requires further attention to human and labor rights from the Colombian government.  If the FTA is 
approved, the Democratic leadership can take substantial credit for encouraging a more humanitarian, 
more socially progressive, and more rights-directed course in Colombia.  This is the main incentive for 
Democratic support for the Colombia-U.S. free trade agreement.”  

- Peter Hakim, Op-ed in Latin Business Chronicle, January 29, 2008 
 
 “High tech is America's largest export sector.  Let's keep it that way by supporting free trade. 
The right action today is to fervently support policies that facilitate trade between nations, such as free 
trade agreements and presidential Trade Promotion Authority.  Congress will consider free trade 
agreements with Colombia, Panama and South Korea this year, and CEA [Consumer Electronics 



Association] is urging their swift passage, as well as reauthorization of TPA, which allows the president 
to negotiate workable trade agreements.  These steps will create high-paying U.S. jobs and help ensure the 
continued pre-eminence of the U.S. economy.” 

- Gary Shapiro, Op-ed in Las Vegas Review-Journal, January 8, 2008 
 
“In 2006, two-way trade with Colombia totaled $16 billion. That could grow a lot bigger, reason enough 
to OK a free-trade deal.  But free-trade deals also offer something else to the U.S.: a way to project “soft 
power” to strengthen its ties with democracies in the Western Hemisphere....  Free-trade treaties are 
actually a big opportunity to draw friendly countries like Colombia closer to the U.S.  The high 
investment they attract creates jobs and reduces the appeal of hard-left populism.” 

- Monica Showalter, Op-ed in Investor’s Business Daily, January 3, 2008 
 
“It is impossible for someone to go to Colombia and not be impressed with the strides they have made in 
very real ways.” 

- Representative Eliot Engel, quoted in Congress Daily, December 20, 2007 
 
“More important, in his five years in office, he [President Uribe] has taken on the drug dealers, the 
guerrilla movements and the paramilitaries and dramatically reduced the level of violence, guerrilla 
activities, kidnappings and killings... thanks to him, Colombia is a real country again.  We need to support 
him and the way to do it is to pass a free trade agreement.” 

- Morgan Smith, Op-ed in Rocky Mountain News, December 12, 2007 
 

“The progress in Medellín reflects a broader Colombian renaissance.  By virtually every metric--security, 
political, economic, and social--the long-beleaguered South American country has made remarkable 
strides....  The U.S.-Colombia free trade pact would give American exporters the same market access that 
Colombian exporters have enjoyed under unilateral trade preference programs.” 

- Duncan Currie, Op-ed in The Weekly Standard, December 10, 2007 print edition  
 

 “...the United States can make a difference in South America, in terms of Venezuelan influence.   
And here's how:  The Congress can pass a free trade agreement with Colombia....  I like to quote Prime 
Minister Stephen Harper who said, the biggest fear in South America is not the leader in Venezuela, but 
the biggest fear for stability is if the United States Congress rejects the free trade agreement with 
Colombia.  It would be an insult to a friend.  It would send a contradictory message to a country led by a 
very strong leader, who is working hard to deal with some very difficult problems, one of which is armed 
gangs of people that are ruthless and brutal -- people who just kidnap innocent people for the sake of 
achieving political objectives.  And so a vote for democracy took place, a very strong vote for democracy.  
And the United States policy can help promote democracies and stability.  And again, I'm going to repeat 
to you:  If the Congress does not pass the free trade agreement with Colombia, it will be a destabilizing 
moment.” 

- President George W. Bush at a press conference, December 4, 2007  
 

“The best place to start is with the prompt passage and signing of the Colombian free trade agreement, 
which has been languishing in Congress for months.  Swift U.S. ratification of the pact would send an 
unequivocal message to the people of Colombia, the opposition in Venezuela and the wider region that 
they do not stand alone against Chávez.  It would also provide concrete economic opportunities to the 
people of Colombia, helping to offset the restrictions being imposed by Venezuela -- and it would 
strengthen the U.S. economy in the bargain.” 

- Donald Rumsfeld, Op-ed in Washington Post, December 2, 2007 
 



“By promptly passing the trade agreement, Congress will help cement these reforms and send the 
unmistakable signal to other Latin American nations that Washington takes seriously economic and 
democratic liberalization.  The economic reasons for passage are as compelling as the national-security 
arguments that McCaffrey outlined.  Colombia is developing into a regional economic power, and it is the 
second-largest Latin American market for U.S. agriculture exports.” 

- Brigitte Schmidt Gwyn (Director of Business Roundtable), Op-ed in Miami Herald,  
November 30, 2007 

 
“Colombia is our fifth largest trading partner in South America and the largest importer of U.S. 
agricultural products.  In 2006, 92 percent of imports from Colombia entered the U.S. duty-free, while 
tariffs were imposed on virtually all American goods going into their country.  A pending trade agreement 
in Congress would eliminate those tariffs and create a larger market for, among other things, agricultural 
products and manufactured goods from Mississippi....  In return, the pact will enable Colombia to enhance 
its ability to compete in the global marketplace.” 

- Representative Roger Wicker, Op-ed in The Clarion-Ledger, November 26, 2007 
  
“Not passing the trade agreement would be a slap in the face quite frankly to the leadership of this country 
and will also be used by our adversaries in this region to try to taunt the Colombians and say well you 
have such a great friend in the United States, they wouldn’t even stand with you on the trade deal.  There 
is some emotion in this issue.  It is important trade wise, it is important for jobs, but there is a certain 
prestige associated with this agreement being passed at this time that the President here needs and that we 
need to support our ally.  I came in support, already supporting the free trade agreement.  I intend to go 
back and try to work with my colleagues and help them understand how important this is for this country 
and our good ally for this democracy to continue to flourish and provide opportunities to the people that 
democracies typically do.” 

 - Representative Conaway, Interview by Agritalk, November 20, 2007 
 
“I can assure you that during this administration, President Uribe has made incredible strides not only in 
the human rights issue but you know in the poverty issues, trying to figure out what you do with, how you 
absorb, you know, the drugs off the streets and take them off the streets so they don’t end up in America 
so that we can actually start working in a way that we move this economy of this country.... Part of the 
problem and I see back in Congress is really a political fight between the leadership in the House and the 
Senate and the administration and I would wish that we can put partisanship aside to move forward” 

- Representative John Salazar, Interview by Agritalk, November 20, 2007 
 

“The success and stability of Colombia and the Pan-American region depend on our ability to recognize 
the importance of this agreement to the United States, to Colombia's economy, to human rights progress 
and to enhanced U.S. national security....  The negotiations are done, and this historic agreement has been 
passed by the Colombian legislature.  Support for Colombia and the trade agreement is smart foreign 
policy.  Congress has a responsibility to act now.” 

- Barry McCaffrey (U.S. drug czar from 1996 to 2001), Op-ed in Washington Post,  
November 20, 2007 

 
“I think we’re making progress on both the economic and civil society front with the passage of the FTA, 
and I do think it would be a pretty serious step backward if we’re not able to do so.” 

- Thomas McLarty (President Clinton’s former Chief of Staff), quoted in Reuters, November 13, 2007 
 

“So how do we save jobs in this country? By exporting manufactured goods and agricultural products that 
we can grow and that we can make. This allows us to do better than current law.   Now, if you want to 
vote ``no,'' what do you get? You get status quo. I thought that's what we were trying to change. We don't 



like status quo. We want more jobs in America. How do you get more jobs? You get more jobs by 
allowing people who are engaged in excess production to sell it to somebody else out of this country. 
That's what it's about.  There is one more aspect that I would like to touch on briefly, the national security 
aspect. South America is going to go one way or the other. I was just in Colombia , South America this 
last weekend. Chavez and Venezuela is against this. Are you with Chavez or are you with America? That 
really is basically what I am trying to talk about.” 

- Representative John Tanner, Statement from the House Floor, November 7, 2007 
 

“It's [U.S. – Colombia TPA] something that the Congress should take up and debate thoroughly and 
examine thoroughly.  But my instinct tells me that if we are already allowing this country's products into 
our country and we are able to eliminate the tariff on our goods, we ought to take that step.” 

- Representative Bob Goodlatte, quoted in Farm Progress, November 6, 2007 
 

 “It was a great opportunity in a very short period of time to see what great progress Colombia has made 
in dealing with the drug problem, particularly in Medellin.  The fact that they have cut down on the crime 
rate, particularly murders, and created a more stable environment for economic development to happen is 
a very positive success story....  What you don’t realize is that it’s a population of 45 million people, or 
almost 45 million people, where there are very stable, large urban areas, very stable parts of the country 
that are moving ahead and they’re moving a very stable economy that could be a very good trading 
partner with the United States....  So I think it’s something we do need to tell people, that Colombia is 
making great strides and building a great market economy....  Obviously we produce a lot of potatoes and 
a lot of custom product for a lot of different buyers around the globe, and we’d certainly like to get some 
of that product into Colombia.  I think we would have a tremendous benefit of having a 30 percent tariff 
that’s currently on our product going into that country basically being removed.” 

- Senator Maria Cantwell, Interview by Stewart Doan, November 5, 2007 
 

“All of us should hope that Democratic leaders in Congress figure out that not helping Colombia comes at 
too high a price.  The time has come for the Florida congressional delegation to step up and urge the 
House leadership to approve this important agreement that will not only benefit Florida, the United States, 
but our neighbors to the south.” 

-By Juan C. Zapata (Republican state representative from Miami), Op-ed in South Florida Sun-Sentinel, 
November 5, 2007 

 
“‘We want to see a labor force with the opportunity to be able to organize themselves,’ she said. The 
Colombian government is making efforts to improve the situation, she said and it doesn't make sense to 
wait for ‘complete perfection’ before approving the agreement.” 

- Senator Blanche Lincoln, quoted in Dow Jones Newswires, November 4, 2007 
 
''Colombia is still being studied by the members, and as I told the ambassador who was here this morning 
... we would want to work harder in getting votes for Colombia rather than bring the bill up and having it 
defeated, which we think would be a rebuff to a great president and to great country and a great ally.”  

- Representative Charles Rangel, quoted in Bureau of National Affairs, November 1, 2007 
 

“In this context, Colombia shows great potential for sustained growth that will surely be encouraged if the 
country manages to gain access to new markets through free-trade expansion, just as other countries in the 
region have done or will do soon....  Last year's negotiations toward a free-trade agreement with the 
United States are undeniable proof that the country is ready to take advantage of trade liberalization. 
Furthermore, the country is opening its economy based on the idea that expanded trade will improve the 
quality of life for its population.” 

- Pamela Cox, Op-ed in Miami Herald, October 17, 2007 



 
 “Congress has an opportunity to make a lasting impact on economic prosperity and development in Latin 
America.  Support of the free-trade agreements (FTAs) with Colombia, Panama and Peru will open new 
opportunities for countries that have made significant social and economic progress in the last few years.” 

- Brian Wanko (Director of government relations at the Council of the Americas), 
 Op-ed in Latin Business Chronicle, October 15, 2007 

 
 “In the last 20 years, many countries in Latin America have made notable advances toward the 
construction of stable democracies, the promotion of free trade, and improvement of the quality of life of 
their inhabitants.  The United States of America has supported these processes using, among other 
mechanisms, the signing, ratification, and implementation of free trade agreements....  I believe the 
implementation of these agreements would be of the greatest benefit [for Peru, Colombia, and Panama], 
for the United States, and for good relations between your country and Latin America.  In addition, the 
ratification of these agreements would send an important signal of our shared commitment to commercial 
integration and the development of our continent.  Respectfully, I exhort you to do what you can to help 
achieve this goal.” 

— H.E. Felipe Calderón Hinojosa (President of Mexico),  
from a letter to Speaker Pelosi, October 15, 2007 

 
 “This past spring, as part of a delegation to Congress with the Council of American Companies to 
promote the free trade agreement and Plan Colombia, I was shocked at the lack of interest in Latin 
American affairs among the people I talked to.  This is what is wrong with our foreign policy.  We are 
fickle partners who wait for the mountain to come to us, rather than going to the mountain.” 

- Vincent Volpi (CEO of PICA Corp.), Op-ed in USA Today, October 11, 2007 
 

 “With humility and profound respect, I would like to suggest the importance of the U.S. Congress 
ratifying these agreements [with Peru, Colombia, and Panama], thinking not only in the benefits they 
would bring to the Latin American nations I have mentioned — benefits that would be considerable — 
but also of the benefits they would bring to the people of the United States.” 

— H.E. Oscar Arias (President of Costa Rica and Nobel Peace Prize laureate), 
 from a letter to Speaker Pelosi, October 10, 2007 

 
 “Congress now has a chance to consolidate the progress and do more to stabilize Colombia by passing a 
recently-negotiated free trade pact, known as the Colombian Trade Promotion Agreement. This would 
provide new markets for U.S. exporters as well as jobs and income for hundreds of thousands of 
Colombians.” 

-Senator Richard Lugar, Op-ed in Miami Herald, October 8, 2007 
 

 “The United States has played an important role in the opening of markets by signing, ratifying, and 
implementing free trade agreements.  Mexico, Chile, and the countries of Central America and the 
Dominican Republic today benefit from the valuable development tool of a free trade agreement with the 
United States.  Three additional countries — Colombia, Panama and Peru — also signed free trade 
agreements with the United States ….  We consider that it would be greatly beneficial for those countries, 
for the United States, and for good relations between your country and Latin America, that those free 
trade agreements be ratified.” 

— H.E. Elías Antonio Saca (President of El Salvador),H.E. Manuel Zelaya (President of Honduras), and 
H.E. Oscar Berger (President of Guatemala), from a letter to Speaker Pelosi, October 3, 2007 

 
“In my view, Colombia needs its democratic friends to lean forward and give them a chance at partnership 
and trade with North America.  I am very concerned that some in the United States seem unwilling to do 



that.  What message does that send to those who want to share in freedom and prosperity?…  If the U.S. 
turns its back on its friends in Colombia, this will set back our cause far more than any Latin American 
dictator could hope to achieve.” 
— Hon. Stephen Harper (Prime Minister of Canada), from a speech to the Council on Foreign Relations, 

September 25, 2007. 
 
“The future of this relationship now lies in the Colombian Free Trade Agreement, and its fate lies in the 
hands of this Congress. The adoption of a permanent trade agreement between our two nations would 
allow both countries free and unfettered access to each other’s markets — access American exports do not 
enjoy today.” 

- Representative Roy Blunt, Op-ed in The Politico, September 25, 2007 
 

“The foot-dragging in Congress is ironic, because the United States would benefit most from ratification 
of the U.S.–Colombia Trade Promotion Agreement—as it was originally negotiated.... It will also 
strengthen U.S. national security and provide, through economic growth, additional resources for the 
Colombian government to fight terrorists and cocaine traffickers.” 

- James M. Roberts (a research fellow at The Heritage Foundation), Op-ed in Latin Business Chronicle, 
September 24, 2007 

 
“We should be absolutely clear of the consequences of not passing these agreements.  If the United States 
does not stand with the true democrats of the Americas, who want to better their people’s lives not 
dominate them, then we will demonstrate exactly what the new autocrats are arguing – that democracy 
cannot deliver real benefits, that free markets and free trade are a road leading only to empty promises, 
and that the United States of America will not even stand with its best friends.  Put simply: Failing to pass 
the FTAs with Peru, Panama, and especially Colombia would be a win for Hugo Chavez and a defeat for 
the forces of democracy in the hemisphere.” 

- U.S. Deputy Secretary of State John Negroponte, Op-ed in Latin Business Chronicle,  
September 24, 2007 

 
“President Bush wants to help Colombia on the road of prosperity and security. Today, we have the 
opportunity to do just that.  Congress should pass these FTAs.  Congress already allows 90 percent of 
their goods to enter our markets duty free.  These FTAs will give our farmers and workers the same 
preferences Congress has given their workers.  We know that open markets benefit our economy.  Since 
2001, our trade with FTA countries in the hemisphere has skyrocketed by 60 percent.” 

- Secretary Carlos M. Gutierrez, Op-ed in Miami Herald, September 20, 2007 
 

“Protectionists in Congress think there's no cost to shooting down pending free trade deals in the pipeline 
with Peru, Panama and Colombia.  Don't tell that to Latin Americans desperately trying to keep 
Venezuelan bad boy Hugo Chavez out of their countries.”  

- Mary Anastasia O’Grady, Op-ed in Wall Street Journal, September 18, 2007 
 

 “Unfortunately, opponents of the Colombia agreement have positioned it as a ‘reward’ that Colombia 
does not ‘deserve,’ rather than what it truly is: a critical vehicle to assist the Colombian people to defeat 
the scourges of narcotics trafficking and the vicious violence of unreconstructed guerrillas....  Importantly, 
the Colombia free trade agreement would also open a market to U.S. exports that has been closed, despite 
the fact that the U.S. market is open to Colombian goods.  Rather than a reward for Colombia, this deal is 
a critical building block of U.S. strategic interests in the region.”  

- Eric Farnsworth and Gary Hufbauer, Op-ed in Baltimore Sun, August 2, 2007 
 
 



“We are going to find a way to get Colombia passed....  It is very important.” 
-  Senator Max Baucus, The Weekly Standard, July 30, 2007 

 
“The goal was to strengthen and expand the consensus behind democracy and free markets that defines 
nearly our entire hemisphere today….  Some of our strongest democratic allies -- Panama, Peru and 
Colombia -- have made strategic commitments to us through their trade agreements….  The agreements 
we have negotiated are good and fair.  Walking away from them now means walking away from the 
millions of people in these countries who believe that trade and investment are the key to their prosperity 
and well-being.  It means walking away from our commitment to fight poverty and promote opportunity, 
and the consequences would be felt in the region for years to come.” 

- Secretary Condoleezza Rice, Op-ed in Miami Herald, July 15, 2007 
 
“All of us regard Colombia as a crucial ally in a region that deserves our active engagement, and the bill 
represents an effort to have U.S. funds help address the root of numerous problems there.” 

- Pelosi, Hoyer, Rangel, and Levin, Statement on Trade, July 2, 2007 
 
“There are important regional economic and political imperatives in favor of the Colombia agreement.  It 
would affirm America’s interest in and commitment to Colombia’s economic development while also 
increasing market access for U.S. goods.  Currently, the United States provides tariff-free access to many 
Colombian goods under the Andean Trade Preferences and Drug Enforcement Act, but we are not 
afforded similar treatment in Colombia.  This deal would change that.” 

- By Tom Daschle (former Democratic Senator from South Dakota),  
Op-ed in Washington Post, June 25, 2007  

 
“The pending U.S.-Colombia Trade Partnership represents a stark moment of truth for the United States, 
with huge implications for America’s relations with a key regional ally, its influence across Latin America 
and its efforts to extend freedom and democracy around the world.”  

- By Lawrence Haas, Op-ed in Miami Herald, June 25, 2007 
 

“Turning away from the Colombia Free Trade Agreement will not end discontent with stubborn poverty, 
inequality and political marginalization.  Rather, it will lock out a valuable tool that can be used to assist 
in the improvement of rule of law, economic investment and the transition of the poor out of the dead-end 
informal economy into the more stable formal labor market.”   

- By Representative Gregory W. Meeks, Op-ed in Miami Herald, June 20, 2007 
 

 “I believe that the positive reality generated by the free trade agreement between the United States and 
Chile might constitute a useful element for the Congress of your country [to consider] when the moment 
comes to decide on the approval of the Free Trade Agreements between the United States and Peru, 
Panama, and Colombia.  Three years after our bilateral trade agreement came into force, the evaluation of 
its effects made by my Government, as well as the one of the Chilean public opinion, is clearly 
positive….  I would also like to emphasize that regarding environmental and labor issues, we are closely 
working with the authorities of your country in projects oriented to improve the quality as well as to 
strengthen the enforcement of our laws and regulations, in order to reach international standards….  I am 
certain that the respective approvals by the Congress of your country of the free trade agreements between 
the United States and Peru, Panama, and Colombia … will benefit those countries as well as the rest of 
the American continent, whose common aspiration is to advance along the path of economic and social 
development in peace, freedom, and democracy.  These approvals will also be beneficial for relations 
between the United States and Latin America, since they will stimulate trade and exchanges, as well as 
the global economic and political relations.” 

— H.E. Michelle Bachelet Jeria (President of Chile), from a letter to Speaker Pelosi, April 23, 2007 



 
Excerpts from Key Editorials: 
 
Bush Raises Stakes On Free Trade (Investor's Business Daily) 
March 12, 2008  
 
“There's no good reason not to pass the Colombia pact. Colombia is our best ally in the hemisphere and, 
coming up from a long war, has a sharply improving democracy and human rights record. ‘No nation has 
ever improved as this one has,’ drug czar John Walters said in a recent interview with IBD....  Meanwhile, 
exports can help in America's effort to stave off recession. U.S. exports grew 12.6% in 2007, and exports 
to free-trade countries grew faster still. ‘Last year, exports accounted for 40% of U.S. growth,’ Bush 
noted. ‘Doesn't it make sense to open up markets, to continue to grow our good economy with exports?’” 
 
To a freer Latin America (Arizona Republic) 
March 12, 2008 
 
“Most Colombian exports to this country arrive largely duty-free, courtesy of the 1991 Andean Trade 
Preference Act, which reduced or eliminated trade barriers to Latin American countries that took effective 
steps to fight drug-trafficking.  A former narco-terror hell on Earth, Colombia has taken greater steps to 
fight the narcotics cartels than, arguably, any nation in the region....  In 2006, for example, Arizona 
companies exported a relatively paltry $9.8 million worth of manufactured goods and electronics to 
Colombia, according to the U.S. Department of Commerce.  And they paid a healthy fee for that privilege, 
including tariffs of 10 to 20 percent. Congressional approval of the Colombian free-trade agreement 
would strike that imbalance and almost certainly would prove an immediate godsend to Arizona 
manufacturers that do business with Bogotá.” 
 
Colombia Has Earned Its Trade Pact (Investor's Business Daily) 
March 11, 2008  
 
“With time for passage running out with the expiration of President Bush's fast-track authority in June, the 
pact likely is to come up for a vote soon, with or without the approval of congressional leaders.  If 
congressional Democrats don't approve it, they'll be the most ungrateful partners any friend of the U.S. 
has encountered.  Such ingratitude will reverberate in other countries and limit American influence.  
Colombia is an ally that deserves free-trade status and has done more than its share to earn it.” 
 
The Chávez Democrats (Wall Street Journal) 
March 10, 2008 
 
“Meanwhile, Colombian President Álvaro Uribe is embracing greater economic and political freedom.  
He has bravely assisted the U.S fight against narco-traffickers, and he now wants to link his country more 
closely to America with a free-trade accord.  As a strategic matter, to reject Colombia's offer now would 
tell everyone in Latin America that it is far more dangerous to trust America than it is to trash it.” 
 
Pass Colombia trade deal (Palm Beach Post – FL) 
March 10, 2008 
 
“In an increasingly anti-American region, allies need economic help from America. The Colombian free 
trade agreement would provide it.” 



 
Colombia Gives Free Trade A Chance (Investor's Business Daily) 
March 05, 2008  
 
“So here is Colombia, a nation provoked to war by two barbaric neighbors spoiling for a fight, and the 
only thing it wants from its big ally up north is the passage of a trade pact to drop tariffs on U.S. goods 
and encourage investment in both countries....  Colombia's refusal to get into a fight with Chavez signals a 
strong preference for peace through trade and development. If Congress won't approve Colombia's free 
trade pact after such a demonstration of courage under fire, then it's no better than Chavez.” 
 
Uribe! (National Review Online) 
March 5, 2008 
 
“The trade deal with Colombia would cost the U.S. almost nothing — most Colombian goods already 
enter the U.S. duty-free — but would open Colombia’s markets to American exporters, strengthening our 
economic and security ties to a country that shares our interest in countering terrorism and 
authoritarianism in South America....  Congress should pass the Colombia FTA as soon as possible to 
show President Uribe that we support Colombia’s fight against terrorists and the regimes that enable 
them.” 
 
Obama's Teamster 'Diplomacy' (Wall Street Journal) 
February 21, 2008 
 
“Consider also that Seoul is willing to open up some of its own politically sensitive industries, such as 
banking and cars, for the FTA. Mr. Obama might take a look at a report last fall from the International 
Trade Commission, which says the FTA is expected to boost U.S. GDP by $10 billion to $12 billion 
annually and that the impact on American employment would be ‘negligible.’  In exchange, consumers in 
both countries would enjoy lower prices and a wider range of goods.  Korean President Roh Moo-hyun 
has put a lot of political capital behind the trade pact and President-elect Lee Myung-bak is also a strong 
supporter....  A U.S. ‘no’ would be a huge embarrassment for them -- and for American ‘diplomacy.’” 
 
Whose Failure On Colombia's Pact? (Investor's Business Daily) 
January 31, 2008 
 
“Following a free-trade delegation led by Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice to Medellin, Colombia, last 
week, it's astonishing how well some congressional Democrats grasp why a pending free trade agreement 
with Colombia ought to pass....  Here are the facts: Colombia is a strong hemispheric ally.  Most of its 
goods to this country already come in duty-free. As such, free trade would benefit U.S. companies and 
workers as much if not more than Colombians.  There's no downside.”  
 
Bush's End Game (Wall Street Journal) 
January 29, 2008 
 
“We were also glad to see Mr. Bush stress free trade last night, especially the U.S. pacts with Colombia 
and South Korea now pending in Congress.  Free trade is a hard sell even in the best of times, but it is an 
issue on which a President must spend capital in the national interest.  Colombia is a key ally in a bad 
neighborhood not far from U.S. shores.  For Congress to reject Colombia's attempt to link itself to the 
U.S. economy would be a strategic blunder of the first order.” 
 



Free Trade: Worth Fighting For (Investor's Business Daily) 
January 10, 2008 
 
“Recession's winds are blowing and America's strategic position is uncertain. Passing the approved pacts 
for Colombia, Panama and South Korea will bring great economic opportunity to the U.S. and provide a 
stable climate for growth for the allies who've stood by us....  If Democrats are serious about winning the 
White House in 2008, they need to think about the kind of America their leader is going to face in 2009 
— one of recession, broken alliances and alienated allies, or a new era of investment and opportunity that 
will ensure a path to fast growth.  Democrats must join President Bush as he makes his plea, and pass free 
trade now. We sink or swim together.” 
 
Peru Down, Colombia to Go (Wall Street Journal) 
December 27, 2007 
 
“By now, most unbiased observers have noted the remarkable job Colombian President Álvaro Uribe has 
done to return peace and security to that country since taking office in 2002.  And we're confident Mr. 
Rangel wants to do the right thing, but he keeps getting whipsawed by Speaker Nancy Pelosi and the 
AFL-CIO....  Do Democrats really want to lose Colombia?” 
 
Peru trade deal done; two more need action (San Antonio Express-News) 
December 13, 2007 
 
“Beyond the impact on the two countries, the U.S.-Peru agreement's expansion of Western Hemispheric 
free trade offers a compelling free market alternative to paternalistic and socialistic efforts to fight 
poverty....  On this note, Congress can follow through by finally passing two other long-delayed free trade 
agreements with Colombia and Panama.  Prosperity is a powerful antidote against authoritarian rulers 
pushing failed economic policies. Free markets empower free people and free societies.  The least the 
United States can do for friendly democracies in Latin America is bolster them with free trade agreements 
that, at the same time, also bolster our own economy.” 
 
Colombia Pact Rising (Investor's Business Daily) 
December 12, 2007 
 
“The U.S.-Peru free trade pact, to be signed Friday, will not just bring our ally closer and assure its 
prosperity.  It also seems to be generating momentum for the more critical trade deal with Colombia.  
That's important, because extending free trade with Peru while denying it to Colombia sends a bad 
message to our 34 southern neighbors that the U.S. isn't all that committed to the region — or reliable as a 
partner….  The two pacts are about equal, were negotiated at the same time and required the same 
reforms.  Both nations willingly made the changes because they wanted free trade so badly.  To give one 
free trade while leaving the other in the cold will not only alienate both, but will send a message to the 
region that the U.S. is a mercurial partner unworthy of alignment.”  
 
Slapping Our Latin Allies (New York Post) 
December 10, 2007  
 
“Colombian President Alvaro Uribe has been America's closest friend in South America ever since he 
inherited his fractured, violence-plagued country five years ago.  And he's worked nothing short of a 
miracle, imposing law and order in regions once overrun with Chavez-backed Communist rebels, 



powerful drug cartels and paramilitary gangs.  Democrats in Congress, however, are holding up a free-
trade bill that would help Columbia [sic] get on its feet.” 
 
Peru Is In, Now Where's Colombia? (Investor’s Business Daily)
December 04, 2007 
 
“In short, it's Christmas all around, with the free trade zone of the Americas stretching ever farther across 
the hemisphere's Pacific coast.  It is a trade alliance that will bring confidence and prosperity as surely as 
it will provide an alternative to populist tyranny.  That is why the pending trade pact with Colombia is just 
as critical....  With Peru showing that free trade is alive and passable, there is plenty of cause for 
celebration.  Now is the time to move forward on a deal with Colombia.  The momentum must not be lost. 
There is too much to gain.” 
 
A way to boost economy (Orlando Sentinel – FL) 
November 15, 2007 
 
“The U.S. House's recent approval of a free-trade pact with Peru was, as Democratic Rep. Kendrick Meek 
of Miami declared, ‘a great victory for Florida's economy.’...  Trade agreements with Panama, Colombia 
and South Korea -- three more key trade partners for Florida -- await action from Congress. Passing those 
deals would stretch the recent victory from the Peru pact into a winning streak for Florida's economy.” 
 
Congress finally gets on free trade track (San Antonio Express News - TX) 
November 14, 2007 
 
“It's a good sign that Congress has gotten back on the free trade track with the White House.  Now it has 
to follow through with the other three free trade agreements that will benefit the United States as well as 
its trading partners.” 
 
Deal With Colombia (Washington Post) 
November 9, 2007 
 
“Ratification of the trade promotion agreement would help consolidate Colombia's progress by bringing 
jobs and income to its people.  To make them wait indefinitely while Colombian authorities go through 
cold-case files would be to substitute some Americans' priorities for those of the Colombian voters who 
reelected Mr. Uribe last year with over 60 percent of the vote.  The United States should not write Mr. 
Uribe a blank check, but the appropriate means of pressuring him already exist in human rights conditions 
Congress has attached to Colombia's military aid packages.  It's time for Democrats to drop their strained 
human rights objections to the Colombia trade promotion agreement and deal with it on its merits.” 
 
Trading Up (National Review Online)  
November 9, 2007 
 
 “But the agreements with Peru, Colombia, and Panama are not about letting U.S. companies outsource 
jobs....  The new trade agreements simply open the Peruvian, Colombian, and Panamanian markets to 
American-made goods. It is a question of reciprocity.” 
 



Rejecting trade treaty with Colombia won't bolster its stability (South Florida Sun-
Sentinel) 
October 29, 2007 
 
“For Congress to now say that it is disgusted by the violence, particularly against one sector of the 
Colombian population, and to use that argument to undermine a free trade treaty, is a travesty.  The free 
trade treaty ought to be considered on its merits.  If it makes sense for the United States, then it should be 
approved....  Florida has much to gain from this treaty, in terms of financial services and trade through our 
ports.  Our congressional leaders ought to be championing the treaty, not dissing it.  Unfortunately, there's 
a confused mix of economics and human rights advocacy.  Shooting down a trade treaty with Colombia 
isn't the way to bolster stability and hasten an end to paramilitary attacks on civilians.” 
 
Colombia Trade Agreement (New York Times)
October 15, 2007 
 
“We need both free trade and continued transparency and justice to secure a brighter future for 
Colombia.” 
 
Free-trade pacts worth fighting for (Miami Herald)
October 12, 2007 
 
“Anything that strengthens the bonds between the United States and Latin America is anathema to the 
enemies of democracy.  This is why it is imperative for Congress to approve three pending free-trade 
agreements with Peru, Panama and Colombia.  Failure would strengthen the hand of anti-American forces 
in the region and undermine efforts by the leaders of those three countries to bolster democratic 
institutions....  Negotiators have made a sincere effort to deal with the most pressing concerns of critics by 
improving provisions dealing with the environment and workers' rights.  President Bush should keep 
pressing the case until he carries the day.” 
 
Lift Barriers (Orlando Sentinel – FL) 
September 10, 2007 
 
“In fact, the deals with Peru, Panama and Colombia would give U.S. companies the same market access 
to those countries that their exporters already enjoy in the United States.  The agreement with South 
Korea would open the world's 11th-largest economy to U.S. companies.  Notably, it would lower barriers 
to U.S. auto exports.”
 
Counter Chavez's Mischief (Orlando Sentinel - FL) 
August 26, 2007 
 
“What is important now for the U.S. is to establish a strong network of friends in the region to counter 
Mr. Chavez's growing influence....  That's another reason why the U.S. should secure pending free-trade 
deals with Panama, Peru and Colombia....  Strengthening ties between the U.S. and these three countries 
will boost their economies and provide a strong ideological influence to counter the power play in 
Venezuela.” 
 
 
 
 



Pandering on trade policy bad for business, workers (Denver Post) 
August 20, 2007 
 
“The trade pacts now pending before Congress are designed to knock down existing barriers to U.S. 
exports. Congress should approve these job-creating trade pacts when it returns from its August 
vacation.” 
 
Approve trade deals around the Pacific (Seattle Times) 
August 15, 2007 
 
“Washington's delegation in Congress should support the trade agreements that have been signed with 
Peru, Colombia, Panama and South Korea.” 
 
Politics As Local Or Plumb 'Loco' (Washington Times) 
August 14, 2007 
 
“By refusing to consider the U.S.-Colombian free trade agreement, Democratic leaders in Congress 
pervert local U.S. politics and are acting loco, as they put America's best friend in Latin America in grave 
danger, thereby seriously threatening the stability of Latin America, accurately described as the United 
States' backyard, geographically and strategically.” 
 
Stabilizing Colombia (The Washington Times) 
August 13, 2007 
 
“While Colombian President Alvaro Uribe has proven himself a vigorous advocate for narcotic 
eradication who has made overseen major improvements to the economic and political stability of his 
nation (particularly when compared to predecessors), there is undoubtedly much room for improvement. 
Congress must continue its trajectory for improving Plan Colombia and approve the Colombia free trade 
agreement.” 
 
Congress ignores a friend in need (Miami Herald) 
July 24, 2007 
 
“Helping Colombia is in our national interest.  It's about helping our strongest friend in the region, not 
about catering to a domestic interest group.  Unless Congress wants to send a signal that the United States 
either doesn't care or doesn't know who its friends are -- there are fewer every day -- lawmakers should 
extend Mr. Uribe a helping hand instead of giving him the back of the hand.” 
 
Trade Double-Cross (Wall Street Journal) 
July 5, 2007 
 
“Democrats are promising to improve America's image in the world if they retake the White House next 
year.  Tell that to Peru and Colombia, which are watching Democrats in Congress renege on free-trade 
assurances that are barely a month old....  Never in our memory has a U.S. trade partner been forced to 
change its laws before Congress ratifies the deal.  As a sovereign nation, Peru has negotiated in good 
faith, even agreeing to keep open the deal's labor and environmental planks to accommodate Democrats 
after they won Congress.  And for its trouble, Peru now gets to watch American Congressmen play gringo 
nannies to its domestic political process....  Rejecting the Peru and Colombia deals would be a strategic 
disaster, playing into the hands of Hugo Chávez and others who want to turn Latin America against the 



U.S. And while America sits on the trade sidelines, the rest of the world will keep cutting its own bilateral 
and regional deals that leave U.S. workers and businesses at a disadvantage.” 
 
Trading with Colombia (Chicago Tribune) 
June 23, 2007 
 
“Uribe’s government has made major strides, persuading tens of thousands of combatants to lay down 
their arms.  Murders and kidnappings, the tools of choice during the decades of lawlessness, have dropped 
dramatically.  The result is a more stable country with a booming economy and a strong diplomatic 
relationship with the U.S.  Moreover, Uribe stands for democracy and free markets on a continent that has 
veered sharply left toward state control.”  
 
The struggle for Colombia (San Francisco Chronicle) 
June 13, 2007 
 
“There exists a country that has managed, with American aid, to stabilize its government, disarm most of 
its militias, drastically slash crime and foster economic growth.  It’s Colombia, and despite well-founded 
concerns about this country’s continuing troubles, it deserves our support.” 
 
Promote free trade (Orlando Sentinel) 
May 14, 2007  
 
“Our position: Florida's economy wins big when barriers around the world fall.  The deal on 
environmental and worker protections is expected to pave the way for congressional approval of free-
trade agreements with Peru and Panama, and raise the chances for passage of pacts with Colombia and 
South Korea.  Each of those agreements would create new opportunities for U.S. exporters and investors 
while reducing prices for consumers.  They would invite more of the kind of foreign investments that 
have created 6 million U.S. jobs....  Peru, Panama and Colombia are among the leading destinations for 
Florida exports....  In addition to their economic benefits, passage of the trade agreements with Peru, 
Panama and Colombia would strengthen U.S. ties with those countries.  It would help counter the growing 
influence in Latin America of Venezuela's anti-American demagogue, Hugo Chavez.” 
 
Losing Latin America (Wall Street Journal) 
May 4, 2007 
 
“A defeat for any of the three would do great harm to the Andean region, where democrats are battling 
Hugo Chávez's neo-socialist populism.  Mr. Uribe, Peruvian President Álan Garcia and Panamanian 
President Martin Torrijos have all bet their futures on opening their economies to the U.S. If they're 
rebuffed, the local disciples of Mr. Chávez will say they were right not to trust the capitalist Yankees....   
On economic grounds alone, the U.S. has everything to gain by approving these trade deals.  Most 
Peruvian and Colombian exports already have duty-free access to the U.S. market through the Andean 
Trade Preferences Act.  But U.S. manufacturing and farm exports heading south still face high tariff and 
non-tariff barriers.  The regional financial center of Panama is especially attractive for U.S. services but is 
likewise a protected market.” 
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U.S. Business and Agriculture Support  
The U.S. - Colombia Free Trade Agreement 

 
 “Together, our free trade partners accounted for nearly half of our exports, but only $100 million of 
our $37 billion January deficit – with notable trade balance improvements in NAFTA and CAFTA. 
Legislators opposing the Colombia and other pending trade agreements have got it entirely wrong. It’s 
amazing how they hold on to the myth that these agreements are the problem rather than the solution 
when it comes to the trade balance.  Stalling these agreements is hurting our export and job prospects 
while preventing legislators from offering solutions to the real problems U.S. manufacturers face.” 

- NAM Press Release: Frank Vargo, Vice President for International Economic Affairs,  
National Association of Manufacturers, March 11, 2008 

 
“The agreement [Colombia TPA] will strengthen our economic ties with and promote greater political 
stability in Colombia, benefiting our two nations and the hemisphere.  Colombia’s government is on 
the right track on labor and other issues, and its people support this trade agreement....  As a strong 
ally, Colombia deserves our continued economic and political backing.  This can be demonstrated by 
Congress taking up and passing Colombia Trade Promotion Agreement implementing legislation as 
soon as possible in 2008.” 

- An Open Letter to Congress from numerous U.S. agricultural businesses and organizations,  
An Advertisement in Roll Call, January 28, 2008   

 
“The Congressional Hispanic Conference is pleased to continue to work for passage of our country’s 
Free Trade Agreements with Colombia and Panama.  These Agreements would increase U.S. exports, 
create new jobs, and spur economic growth.” 

- Resident Commissioner Luis Fortuno, Congressional Hispanic Conference Press Release, 
 January 28, 2008 

 
“An issue that the President made clear in his address is the importance of passing Free Trade 
Agreements with Colombia and Panama.  I am a strong supporter of free trade with free and 
democratic nations.   Not only does it strengthen our allies in the region, but also it creates jobs and 
economic opportunities for many in the U.S.” 

- Rep. Mario Diaz-Balart, Congressional Hispanic Conference Press Release, January 28, 2008 
 

http://www.ustr.gov


“I am grateful for the President’s support of free trade agreements with Colombia, South Korea, and 
Panama.  Those agreements would greatly benefit the United States by stimulating our economy and 
promoting the political stability of some of our closest friends.  These agreements would level the 
playing field for American businesses, would incorporate responsible labor and environmental 
protections, and would cultivate our partnerships with key democratic allies.”  

- Rep. Lincoln Diaz-Balart, Congressional Hispanic Conference Press Release, January 28, 2008 
 
“We must also continue to help our friends and allies, such as Colombia, by doing all we can to assure 
that a free trade deal with our Colombian allies is approved by this Congress. We cannot and will not 
turn our back on our friends.” 

- Rep. Ileana Ros-Lehtinen, Congressional Hispanic Conference Press Release, January 28, 2008 
 
“We urge Congress to strengthen American engagement and solidify American ties by approving the 
U.S.-Colombia Trade Promotion Agreement (TPA) as expeditiously as possible during the 100th 
Congress.” 

- Emergency Committee for American Trade, An advertisement in The Hill, December 11, 2007 
 
“The Peru and Colombia FTAs… go well beyond the DR-CAFTA and other trade agreements in 
providing immediate benefits to U.S. farmers, ranchers, and agribusinesses that will create thousands 
of new U.S. jobs.  Many U.S. food and agricultural products will become eligible for duty free 
treatment in Colombia and Peru immediately upon entry into force of the FTAs, and virtually all U.S. 
products will receive duty free treatment over specified phase-in periods.  According to the American 
Farm Bureau the Peru and Colombia Trade Promotion Agreements will increase U.S. farm exports by 
$1.39 billion. USDA estimates for every million dollars of agricultural exports 13.4 jobs are created. 
Therefore, once fully implemented the Peru and Colombia agreements will provide over 18,000 new 
jobs due to increased agricultural exports.” 

- The Agriculture Coalition for Latin American Trade (42 food and agriculture organizations),  
Open Letter to Congress, July 18, 2007 

 
“The U.S.-Colombia Trade Promotion Agreement (CTPA) significantly expands opportunities for U.S. 
companies in the second largest South American market.  CTPA demonstrates to other developing 
countries that commitments to liberalization and internal economic reform are necessary for economic 
development, higher standards of living, and global competitiveness.” 

- Coalition of Services Industries, CSI Fact Sheet, July 18, 2007  
 
“The United States Hispanic Chamber of Congress, the largest advocate for America’s 2 million 
Hispanic-owned businesses, urges that you support the Panama, Peru, and Colombia Trade 
Agreements.  The approval of these three trade agreements, which were formulated under a historic 
and precedent setting fair trade framework, and the need to negotiate similar agreements with Bolivia 
and Ecuador are of vital interest to securing our nation’s long term economic and diplomatic strength 
in the Western Hemisphere.…  The primary beneficiaries of these three agreements will not be huge 
multinationals but small and medium sized companies with an average of less than 100 employees.  
Over 80 percent of current U.S. exporters to Peru, Panama, and Colombia are small and Medium 
Enterprises (SMEs).” 
- Michael Barrera, President & CEO, United States Hispanic Chamber of Commerce, USHCC Open 

Letter to Congress, July 17, 2007 
 
“Our organization… views the [Peru, Colombia and Panama] trade agreements as vital to building 
relationships with important strategic allies of the United States in a region where anti-American 
sentiment has increased in recent years.  We also feel strongly that the trade pacts, by shoring up the 



market economies and democratic institutions of these countries, would further efforts to combat 
poverty and promote human rights in the region.” 

- Moishe Smith, President and Daniel S. Mariaschin, Executive Vice President,  
B’nai B’rith International, Letter to U.S. Representative Joe Crowley, July 17, 2007 

 
“Because the U.S. wheat industry exports nearly half the crop it produces every year, increasing access 
to every market, large or small, is important.  Nearly 30 percent of those exports flow to our neighbors 
in the Western Hemisphere.  Yet we are losing market share in South America to competitors such as 
Argentina that reap the benefits of the Mercosur agreement granting preferential or duty-free access. 
Approved FTAs with Peru and Colombia will eliminate import duties on U.S. wheat, and we estimate 
that will help bring in incremental sales of $200 million per year to wheat growers, wheat industry 
stakeholders and their communities.”  

- Joint statement of NAWG First Vice President David Cleavinger  
and U.S. Wheat Associates Chairman Ron Suppes, July 16, 2007 

 
“Under your leadership, the trade agenda took important steps forward in recent months, beginning 
with the release in May of the ‘New Trade Policy for America.’  Despite concessions that are difficult 
for some U.S. industries, the vast majority of the business community has rallied to support this new 
approach to trade agreements so that America’s trade agenda can continue to move forward and U.S. 
business and workers can remain competitive.…  Now, though, it is time to move quickly to review 
and approve the pending TPAs so that U.S.-based manufacturers, farmers, ranchers, and service 
providers, who currently face formidable barriers to their exports to Peru, Colombia, and Panama, can 
expand their exports to these markets.…  In the case of Colombia, delay plays into the hands of those 
who do not support democracy, economic development, and social progress. Few countries in the 
world have advanced so rapidly in recent years as Colombia.  President Alvaro Uribe is the most 
popular elected leader in the Americas today because of his successful record of reducing violent 
crime, generating economic opportunities, investing in social programs, controlling narco-trafficking, 
and protecting human rights.  To defer consideration of the U.S.-Colombia agreement will do nothing 
to advance this positive agenda; on the contrary, it has a much greater likelihood of undermining 
Colombia’s dramatic recent progress.” 

- Latin America Trade Coalition, Letter to Chairmen and Ranking Members of the Senate 
Committee on Finance and House Committee on Ways & Means, July 12, 2007  

 
“Now is the time for Congress to vote on the Peru, Colombia and Panama TPAs.  These three 
agreements would increase U.S. agricultural exports by nearly $1.5 billion once fully implemented.…  
Passage of the Peru and Colombia TPAs would provide U.S. agriculture the same open access to Peru 
and Colombia as those countries have in our market under ATPDEA.  Congress’s quick passage of the 
Peru, Colombia and Panama TPAs will help demonstrate to U.S. farmers and ranchers that Congress is 
committed to promoting U.S. agricultural trade.” 

- Bob Stallman, President, American Farm Bureau Federation,  
Letter to House Democratic Leadership, July 12, 2007 

 
“Central and South America are vital trading partners for the United States.  In terms of high-tech 
goods, the United States held a $14 billion trade surplus with the region in 2006, nearly 25 percent 
larger than it was in 2000.  We need to continue to open markets with our southern neighbors by 
enacting the pending Free Trade Agreements with Colombia, Panama, and Peru and by working with 
other countries in the region to lower barriers to trade.” 

- Rob Mulligan, Senior Vice President International, AeA, AeA Press Release, June 13, 2007  
 
 



“The Northwest Horticultural Council supports passage of the U.S.-Colombia Trade Promotion 
Agreement.…  Colombia, a country of 41 million people, agreed to reduce its tariffs on apples, pears 
and cherries to zero immediately upon enactment of the agreement.  Currently tariffs are 15 percent.  
Colombia does not pose an import threat to our industry and there are no current phytosanitary barriers 
preventing the export of our products to Colombia.  During the 2004 season apple exports to Colombia 
increased 217% (to 359,313 cartons) from the previous season in large part due to Colombia raising its 
tariff on Chilean apples (and pears) from zero to 15%, where it currently remains.” 

- Northwest Horticultural Council, NHC Policy Position 
(http://www.nwhort.org/nhcpublic/ColombiaFTA.html), May 25, 2007 

 
“Urgency has brought together a unified response from the U.S. textile and apparel industry supply 
chain organizations.  It is vital to the Andean and American economies that the U.S. - Colombia and 
U.S./Peru trade agreements be approved as soon as possible.  Those agreements will provide our 
industry with permanent, reciprocal and immediate duty-free access for ALL apparel and textiles. Now 
that congressional leaders and the Bush administration have agreed on a bipartisan trade policy 
framework, we need to move immediately to secure approval of the pending Andean trade promotion 
agreements.  Moreover, the existing duty-free program with the Andean region needs to be maintained 
until those agreements can take full effect.” 

- Kevin M. Burke, President and CEO, American Apparel & Footwear Association (AAFA), 
AAFA Press Release, May 11, 2007 

 
“Getting this FTA in place is essential for the wheat industry.  Our Board Team reports that America’s 
official trade relationship with Colombia has fostered an environment of economic and political 
stability and has the potential to become a regional foreign policy success story.” 

- Alan Tracy, President, U.S. Wheat Associates, USW Press Release, March 15, 2007 
 
“[T]he Colombia and Peru Trade Promotion Agreements are widely viewed as being the best ever 
negotiated on behalf of U.S. agriculture.  Many U.S. food and agricultural products will become 
eligible for duty-free treatment in these countries immediately upon entry into force of the agreements, 
and virtually all will receive duty-free treatment over specified phase-in periods.” 

- The Agriculture Coalition for Latin American Trade (42 food and agriculture organizations), 
Open Letter to Congress, February 20, 2007 

 
“This [Colombian] agreement is a critical building block of U.S. hemispheric engagement.  With it, the 
United States gains additional access to global markets for U.S. products, while ensuring that we 
continue to build the strategic relationship with one of our most important hemispheric allies. Rapid 
passage of the agreement will be an important signal to the rest of the hemisphere of U.S. reliability 
and partnership.” 

- Susan Segal, President and CEO, Council of the Americas,  
COA Press Release, November 22, 2006 

 
“Colombia is a growing market for U.S. goods and services, and this FTA will fortify our existing 
trade partnership by expanding opportunities for the U.S. business community and American workers. 
We congratulate negotiators from both countries for working to achieve a successful outcome.  
Today’s signing is proof of that hard work.  While this agreement will open markets and benefit the 
many U.S. companies with operations, facilities or interests in trade with Colombia, it will also bring 
increased stabilization and economic growth to Central and South America.” 

- Bill Reinsch, President, National Foreign Trade Council, NFTC Press Release, 
November 22, 2006  

 

http://www.nwhort.org/nhcpublic/ColombiaFTA.html


“The FTA is a policy priority for the U.S. business community, including the burgeoning Hispanic 
American business community, which is uniquely positioned to build and benefit from a stronger two-
way trading relationship between the U.S. and Colombia.  We are pleased with the signing and now 
look to Congress to ratify the FTA as soon as possible.” 

- Anne Alonzo, Senior Vice President, National Foreign Trade Council and Co-Chair of the 
Hispanic Alliance for Free Trade, NFTC Press Release, November 22, 2006 

 
“Colombia and Peru represent important and growing export markets for U.S. textile products, totaling 
nearly $200 million a year.  These FTAs are essential if the Peru and Colombia markets are to continue 
to grow and we urge Congress to quickly pass implementing legislation for these agreements. At $16 
billion a year in exports, the U.S. textile industry is the third largest exporter of textile products in the 
world.  These exports depend on trade agreements like the Colombia and Peru FTAs which ensure that 
FTA partners, not Asian exporters, are the true beneficiaries of these agreements.…  The Peru and 
Colombia FTAs are key components in making the Western Hemisphere a competitive alternative to 
Asia.  With 2.2 million textile and apparel workers in the NAFTA, CAFTA and Andean region, textile 
producers in the United States and apparel manufacturers in the larger region have integrated their 
production lines.  These FTAs will create the necessary predictability and stability that is needed to 
help ensure this region remains viable.” 

- Cass Johnson, President, National Council of Textile Organizations,  NCTO Press Release, 
October 19, 2006 

 
“The United States and Colombia are not just economic partners, but allies in the war against terror 
and narcotics.  That's why it may be the most important bilateral relationship in the hemisphere, and it's 
time for our economic relationship to reflect the bond of friendship.  Let's do away with temporary, 
unilateral preferences and establish a foundation that is mutually beneficial, reciprocal and permanent. 
It's time to eliminate all trade and investment barriers between our two countries.  The first day the 
U.S.-Colombia Trade Promotion Agreement goes into effect, Colombia's $200,000-plus duty on each 
large off-highway truck made in the United States will be completely eliminated.  Caterpillar products 
will be more competitive in Colombia, which in turn will help Colombian customers be more 
competitive in the world.  The agreement will also enhance the rule of law and bolster implementation 
of internationally recognized worker's rights.  It will strengthen protection and enforcement of U.S. 
trademarks, patents and copyrights, creating new opportunities for innovation and creative industries in 
Colombia.” 

- Tom Gales, Vice President for Latin America, Caterpillar Inc., Caterpillar Press Release,  
October 5, 2006 

 
“The American Farm Bureau Federation [AFBF] board of directors voted today to support the U.S-
Colombia Trade Promotion Agreement.  AFBF economic analysis shows the total increase in U.S. 
farm exports could exceed $690 million annually after full implementation of the agreement. The 
Colombia TPA allows the United States to compete with Colombia’s other trading partners that are 
currently supplying a large percentage of the country’s food and fiber market through other preferential 
trade agreements.  The TPA also provides balance by providing U.S. products with the same duty-free 
access already enjoyed by Colombian products exported to the United States. The Colombia TPA will 
greatly increase exports of a wide range of farm products and have a positive effect on the overall 
American agricultural sector.  In all, this agreement helps further our goal of establishing greater 
worldwide market access for U.S. farmers.” 

- Bob Stallman, President, American Farm Bureau Federation, Farm Bureau Press Release, 
October 4, 2006 

 
 



“The completion of a free trade agreement (FTA) between the United States and Colombia in February 
provides improved access for U.S. rice to that South American country.  This agreement represents a 
great achievement for negotiators and the U.S. rice industry because Colombia had sought to minimize 
access for U.S. rice, and it was one of the last agricultural items to ‘close’ in the negotiations.” 

- Robert Cummings, Vice President for International Policy, USA Rice Federation, USA Rice 
Update, April 2006 

 
“ECAT welcomes the conclusion of a trade agreement with Colombia which covers all sectors and 
subsectors of trade and investment and will provide substantial new market access opportunities for 
many U.S. consumer and industrial goods, farm products, and services and for U.S. investment.  
Colombia, like Peru, represents an important economic as well as strategic partner in the region.” 

- Cal Cohen, President, Emergency Committee for American Trade,  ECAT Press Release,  
March 2, 2006 

 
“GMA commends the U.S. negotiators for concluding this comprehensive agreement with Colombia. 
Under the accord, 50,000 tons of sugar will be allowed to enter duty-free annually into the U.S.  While 
we are disappointed that the high U.S. tariff will remain on sugar, we are pleased that the Office of the 
U.S. Trade Representative resisted calls for exclusion of this commodity. 

- Sarah Thorn, then-Senior Director of International Trade, Grocery Manufacturers Association, 
GMA Press Release, February 28, 2006 

 
“Pork was one of the most controversial sectors in the talks. Nevertheless, [then-] U.S. Trade 
Representative Rob Portman and USDA Secretary Mike Johanns and their staffs came through with a 
fantastic deal for U.S. pork producers.  We are very excited about this agreement because it will 
provide significant new export opportunities to 43 million consumers in Colombia.  Under the terms of 
the deal, the tariffs on some pork and pork products will be eliminated immediately while the tariffs on 
others will be phased out over a five-year period.” 

- Don Buhl, President, National Pork Producers Council and a pork producer from Tyler, 
Minnesota, NPPC Press Release, February 27, 2006 

 
“In late February, the U.S. concluded negotiations with Colombia on a free trade agreement that would 
eliminate Colombia's import duty of 15 percent for U.S. apples upon enactment.  A 15 percent apple 
import duty would remain in effect for other non-Andean countries, including Chile, a major U.S. 
competitor.  Colombia does not presently have SPS import restrictions that impede U.S. apple exports. 
Colombia was the thirteenth largest export market for U.S. apple exports in 2005.  Exports more than 
doubled from 2004 to 2005, increasing from 216,784 boxes to 558,966 boxes with a value of $2.4 
million and $6.4 million, respectively.  With a population of 41 million, the Colombian market offers 
additional export growth potential for the U.S. apple industry with elimination of its 15 percent import 
duty.  This free trade agreement offers immediate open market access to U.S. apple exports upon 
implementation.  US Apple urges Congress to approve the U.S.-Colombia Free Trade Agreement in 
order to expand U.S. apple export opportunities.” 

- U.S. Apple Association; Issue Paper 
 







Open Letter to Congress
from Former Commanders of the U.S. Southern Command 
Supporting the U.S.-Colombia Trade Promotion Agreement

We are writing to urge your support for the U.S.-Colombia Trade Promotion Agreement.  This vital agreement will 
advance U.S. interests in Colombia, a strategically located country that is arguably our closest ally in Latin America.  
It will also underscore our deep commitment to stability and growth in the strategically important Andean region, 
which depends on Colombia’s continued progress as a resilient and democratic society.

Colombia’s transformation over the past decade is a triumph of brave and principled Colombians.  It is also a remark-
able achievement of bipartisan U.S. foreign policy.  Violence has fallen to its lowest level in a generation, and 45,000 
fighters have been demobilized as the country’s narco-guerrilla groups have lost legitimacy.  While drug-trafficking 
poses a continuing threat, Colombia’s leaders have eliminated two-thirds of its opium production, and more than 
500 traffickers have been extradited during the Uribe administration — by far the most extraditions from any coun-
try to the United States. 

Colombia’s economic resurgence has been a critical factor in its recent progress.  Robust investment has boosted 
economic growth and development.  The creation of new jobs has provided tens of thousands of Colombians with 
long-term alternatives to narcotics trafficking or illegal emigration. 

The U.S.-Colombia Trade Promotion Agreement will build upon these recent advances to enhance the long-term 
prospects for peace, stability, and development in Colombia.  Providing new incentives for investment and job cre-
ation, this landmark accord will help ensure that Colombia stays on the path of economic openness, the rule of law, 
and transparency.

It is in our national interest to help Colombia progress along the road toward democratic consolidation and economic 
development.  This trade agreement will advance U.S. security and economic interests by forging a deeper partner-
ship.  Finally, approving this agreement will meet our duty to stand shoulder-to-shoulder with Colombians as they 
have stood by the United States as friends and allies.  For all of these reasons, we strongly urge Congress to approve 
the U.S.-Colombia Trade Promotion Agreement.

Sincerely,

 General James T. Hill
Commander in Chief, 
United States Southern Command 2002-2004

General Peter Pace
Commander in Chief, 
United States Southern Command 2000-2001

General Charles E. Wilhelm
Commander in Chief, 
United States Southern Command 1997-2000

General Barry McCaffrey
Commander in Chief, 
United States Southern Command 1994-1996

General George Joulwan
Commander in Chief, 
United States Southern Command 1990-1993
 















































































Useful Websites for the U.S. – Colombia Free Trade Agreement 
 
 
Fact Sheets on the U.S. – Colombia Free Trade Agreement  
 

o USTR documents and press releases regarding the U.S. – Colombia Free Trade 
Agreement 

 http://ustr.gov/Trade_Agreements/Bilateral/Colombia_FTA/Section_Index.html
 
o Information Regarding why one should support the U.S. – Colombia Free 

Trade Agreement and what they can expect to receive from it 
                         http://export.gov/fta/Colombia/index.asp?dName=Colombia
 

o Information regarding State-by-State Benefits from the  U.S. – Colombia Free 
Trade Agreement (from US Department of Commerce) 

  http://export.gov/fta/colombia/StateExpData.asp?dName=Colombia
 

o Information regarding the sector-by-sector industry benefits of the U.S. – 
Colombia Free Trade Agreement (from US Department of Commerce) 

  http://export.gov/fta/Colombia/SectoralInfo.asp?dName=Colombia
 

o USDA documents and state-by-state benefits on the U.S. – Colombia Free 
Trade Agreement 

 http://www.fas.usda.gov/itp/us-Colombia.asp
 

o USDA fact sheet regarding the agriculture benefits to Individual Sectors 
through the Colombia Free Trade Agreement 

  http://www.fas.usda.gov/info/factsheets/ColombiaFTA06.asp
 

o Information regarding where one can find general benefits to the U.S. – 
Colombia Free Trade Agreement (from the US Department of State) 
http://www.state.gov/e/eeb/tpp/colombia/
 

o A collection of documents from the Latin America Trade Coalition supporting 
the Colombia Free Trade Agreement 
http://www.latradecoalition.org/portal/latc/default
 

o Information regarding “U.S. Exports to Colombia: A State Perspective” 
        http://ita.doc.gov/td/industry/otea/OTII/ColombiaFTA/Colombia_index.html
 
o The ITC Report on the U.S. - Colombia Free Trade Agreement 
 http://www.usitc.gov/publications/pub3896.pdf

http://ustr.gov/Trade_Agreements/Bilateral/Colombia_FTA/Section_Index.html
http://export.gov/fta/Colombia/index.asp?dName=Colombia
http://export.gov/fta/colombia/StateExpData.asp?dName=Colombia
http://export.gov/fta/Colombia/SectoralInfo.asp?dName=Colombia
http://www.fas.usda.gov/itp/us-Colombia.asp
http://www.fas.usda.gov/info/factsheets/ColombiaFTA06.asp
http://www.state.gov/e/eeb/tpp/colombia/
http://www.latradecoalition.org/portal/latc/default
http://ita.doc.gov/td/industry/otea/OTII/ColombiaFTA/Colombia_index.html
http://www.usitc.gov/publications/pub3896.pdf


Other Helpful Trade Links 
 

o Information, by State, on the importance of trade through the Peru, Colombia, 
and Korea FTAs.   
http://trade.businessroundtable.org/trade_2006/doha/mappop.html
 

o Information on the Peru, Colombia, Panama, and Korea FTAs from the 
International Trade Administration 

 http://trade.gov/fta/index.asp
 

o Interagency Effort on pending free trade agreements 
 http://www.tradeagreements.gov/
 

o Information on the Trade Deficit and its impact of employment 
 http://www.ppionline.org/ppi_ci.cfm?knlgAreaID=108&subsecID=206&contentI
D=254454
 
o Information on the impact of trade and the middle class 
 http://www.ppionline.org/ppi_ci.cfm?knlgAreaID=108&subsecID=206&contentI
D=254456

 

http://trade.businessroundtable.org/trade_2006/doha/mappop.html
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http://www.ppionline.org/ppi_ci.cfm?knlgAreaID=108&subsecID=206&contentID=254456
http://www.ppionline.org/ppi_ci.cfm?knlgAreaID=108&subsecID=206&contentID=254456
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