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The 12 nations listed in the preamble (below) signed the Antarctic Treaty on 1 December 1959 
in Washington, D.C. The treaty entered into force on 23 June 1961; the 12 signatories became the 
original 12 consultative nations.

As of  mid-2007, 16 additional nations (Brazil, Bulgaria, China, Ecuador, Finland, Germany, 
India, Italy, Netherlands, Peru, Poland, Republic of  Korea, Spain, Sweden, Ukraine and Uruguay) 
have achieved consultative status by acceding to the treaty, and by conducting substantial scien-
tific research in Antarctica. Russia carries forward the signatory privileges and responsibilities 
established by the former Soviet Union.

Another 18 nations have acceded to the Antarctic Treaty: Austria, Belarus, Canada, Colombia, Cuba, 
Czech Republic, Democratic Peoples Republic of  Korea, Denmark, Estonia, Greece, Guatemala, 
Hungary, Papua New Guinea, Romania, Slovak Republic, Switzerland, Turkey, and Venezuela. These 
nations agree to abide by the treaty and may attend consultative meetings as observers.

The 46 Antarctic Treaty nations represent about two-thirds of  the world’s human popula-
tion.

Consultative meetings have been held approximately every other year since the treaty entered 
into force, but since 1993 they typically have been held annually. Each meeting has generated 
recommendations regarding operation of  the treaty that, when ratified by the participating gov-
ernments, become binding on the parties to the treaty.

Additional meetings within the Antarctic Treaty system have produced agreements on conservation 
of  seals, conservation of  living resources, and comprehensive environmental protection. A Handbook 
of  the Antarctic Treaty System is available in PDF at: www.state.gov/g/oes/rls/rpts/ant.

What follows is the complete text of  the Antarctic Treaty. The headings for each article were 
added by the National Science Foundation and are unofficial.

[Preamble]

The Governments of Argentina, Australia, 
Belgium, Chile, the French Republic, Japan, New 
Zealand, Norway, the Union of South Africa, The 
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, the United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, 
and the United States of America.

Recognizing that it is in the interest of all man-
kind that Antarctica shall continue forever to be 
used exclusively for peaceful purposes and shall 
not become the scene or object of international 
discord;

Acknowledging the substantial contributions 
to scientific knowledge resulting from interna-
tional cooperation in scientific investigation in 
Antarctica;

Convinced that the establishment of a firm 
foundation for the continuation and development 
of such cooperation on the basis of freedom of 
scientific investigation in Antarctica as applied 
during the International Geophysical Year accords 
with the interests of science and the progress of 
all mankind;

Convinced also that a treaty ensuring the use 
of Antarctica for peaceful purposes only and the 

continuance of international harmony in Antarctica 
will further the purposes and principles embodied 
in the Charter of the United Nations;

Have agreed as follows:

Article I 
[Antarctica for peaceful purposes only]

1. Antarctica shall be used for peaceful purposes 
only. There shall be prohibited, inter alia, any 
measures of a military nature, such as the 
establishment of military bases and fortifica-
tions, the carrying out of military maneuvers, as 
well as the testing of any type of weapons.

2. The present treaty shall not prevent the use of 
military personnel or equipment for scientific 
research or for any other peaceful purposes.

Article II 
[freedom of scientific investigation to con-

tinue]

Freedom of scientific investigation in Antarctica 
and cooperation toward that end, as applied during 
the International Geophysical Year, shall continue, 
subject to the provisions of the present Treaty.

Article III 
[plans and results to be exchanged]
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