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World War II tide disaster. “The tide that
failed” during the US Marine  amphibious
landing at Tarawa, November 20, 1943.
Unexpectedly low water stranded United
States landing craft on coral reefs more
than 500 m from shore, leaving Marines to
wade in against withering Japanese defen-
sive fire. The blue curve is a hindcast
based on modern tidal measurements,
unavailable to military planners during
the war.


