DECISION NOTICE
and

FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT

for
Implementation of Fish and Wildlife Mitigation Features
Uinta Basin Replacement Project

Utah Reclumation Mitipation and Conservation Commission

BACKGROUND

The Uinta Basin Replacement Project is a feature of the Benneville Unit of the Central Utah
Project, authorized by Section 203 of the Central Utah Project Completion Act (CUPCA; Titles
1l through VI of P.L. 102-575, as amended). The U.S. Department of the Interior — Central Utah
Broject {CUP) Completion Act Office, and the Central Utah Water Conservancy District
documented the environmenial effects of constructing the Uinta Basin Replacement Project o a
2001 environmental assessment (EA). The Draft EA was developed with public input and the
Final EA refined based upon public comment. The U.S. Department ol the Interior — CUP
Completion Acl Office 1ssued a Finding ol No Sigmiticant Impact {FONSD on October 19, 2001.
The Lake Fork alternative was selected for implementation and will be constructed near Upalco,
Utah. The project will alfect resources in the upper Lake Fork and Yellowsione river drainages.

The Utah Reclamation Mitigation and Conservation Commission (Mitigation Commission)
identified through 11s planming process hat 11 would implement measures to mitigate for adverse
impacis on Ssh and wildlife resources associated with the project.' The Mitigation Commission
has responsibility under Section 301{£){3) of CUPCA for those actions. It is also the
responsibility of the Mitigation Commission to comply with Federal environmental laws for
actions il underiakes including the Nafional Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (42 U.8.C. 4321).

DECISION

It is my decision to adopt the Uinta Basin Replacement Project Final Environmenlal Assessment
which displayed relevant issues regarding the Uinta Basin Replacement Project, developed a
reasonable array of allernatives that addressed the issues and analyzed the envirommental effects

of each alternative,

Addiionally, based on that analysis, the Mitigation Commission commnits 1o provide funds to

' See the Commission’s Mitgation and Conservation Plan, May 2002, page 2-13.

Uinta Basin Replacement Project — Decisivn Notice angd FONST Pape 1



implement the following elemenis of lish and wildlifc mitigation or enhancement. My decision
15 to provide funding to muplement portions of the Lake Fork Alternative as follows:

1. Maodification of outlet works at Moon Lake Dam and Reservoir to allow
lor winter-time operation. Such operation is necessary to provide
increased instream flows in Lake Fork River downstream of the Moon
Lake Dam, to fulfill a project purpose and commmtment.
Stabilization of 13 high mountam lakes in the Lake Fork and Yellowstone
nver headwalers (Brown Duck, Kidney, Island and Clements in the Lake
Fork drainage; Blucbcll, Drift, Five Point, Superior, Farmers, East
Timothy, White Miller, Decr and Water Lily in the Yellowstone drainage).
3. Mitigation for all wetland/wildlife habitat impacts, including those
required by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Section 404 Permit.

kel

My decision is consistent with the U.8. Department of the Interior — CUP Completion Act
Oiffice’s October, 2001 FONSIL

REASON FOR THE DECISION

Modilying the outlet works on Moon Lake Daim, stahilizing the 13 high mountain lakes at
elevations at or within five feet of natural elevation, and restoring, creating or replacing wetlands
and wildlife habitats impacted by the construction and operation of the Lake Fork Altemative,
Unla Basin Replacement Project 1) meet the Commission's objeclive of implementing the Uinta
Fagin Replacemeni Project Mitigation program element of ils five-year plan; and 2) do so in the
least environmenially damaging manner. Of the alternatives analyzed under the EA, the Lake
Fork Altcrnative (which this decision implements as it pertains to fish and wildlife rmtigalion
and cnhancement ) provides the least environmental damaging alternative and provides the
greatest degree of mitigation and enhancement.

FUBLIC INVOLVEMENT

The Central Utah Water Conservancy Distrnict and the Department of the Interior — CUP
Completion Act Office began formal scoping for this project in August, 2000, fellowing several
years of planning for other water development projects (thc Upaleo Unit and the Uintah Umt of
the Ceniral Ttah Project) in the Uinta Basin, both of which were subsequently abandoned after
Ciraft Environmenial Impact Statements were prepared. The Uinta Basin Replacermnent Project
auathorized under CUPCA was reformulated and the Dralt EA was made available on Febrary
12, 2001. 1{ind it particularly relevant to this Decision, that the Draft EA included plans to
stabilize only four high mountain lakes, those being located in the headwaters of the Lake Fork
drainage. Of 59 comment letters received on the Dralt EA, 50 leiters mentioned the issue of
stabilizing the high mountain lakes; 46 letters expressed favor for doing the stahilization; bul 43
letters further recommended that consideration be given to stabilizing additional high mountain
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lakes in adjacent drainages. Previous planning processes and publie documents for the Upalco
Unit of the Central Utah Projeet identified and disclosed the environmental impacts of stabilizing
the nine addilional high mountain lakes as project features of several Upalco Unit alternatives,
The planning for the Upaleo Unii was subsequently disconimued, but widespread public suppoert
for slabilizing the other nine high mountain lakes 1s strong. Subscquently, the project was
revised to provide for stabilization of the 13 lakes identified previously in this document.

I have reviewed the record for this project and other projects for which planning has been
abandoned, and find that the cnvironmental effects of the proposed stabilhzation of all 13 lakes
included in the Lake Fork Alternative were adequately described and assessed.

FINDINGS REQUIRED BY OTHER LAWS

Threatened and Endangered Species The Biological Asscssment/Evaluation for the Lake Fork
Alternative of the Uinla Basin Replacement Project was confirmed through consultation with the
1I.8. Fish and Wildlile Scrviec which determined on July 3, 2001 that the project with proposed
conservation measurcs would not affect, or may affect but 1s not hikely to adversely affect,
threatencd or endangered species or their habitats,

Cupltural Resources The Utah State Historic Preservation Office, m a May 18, 201 letter,
acknowledped receipt of the Class ITE surveys for cultural and historic resources. Mitigation
plans for eligible properties will be developed with the Tiah Stale Historic Preservation Office,
and will include avoidance or addilional recordation in accordance with 36 CFR 800,

Wetland Respurces Based on consultation with the Corps of Enginecrs, a Section 404 permit
was 1ssucd for the projcet which identifies a required wetland mitigation plan which will be
completed.

FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT

Based on information contanned in the adopted EA and supporting documentation, I find that this
action would not significantly affect the quality of the human environment, within the meaning
of Secticn 102(2)C) of the National Envirenmental Policy Act for the following reasons:

1. The impacts of (his project are not consilered (o be significanl upon the hwinan environment,
either to society as a whole or 1o the affected region, interests and locality;

2. Public health and safety are minimally affected by the proposcd action and ensured through

mutigalion measures during construclion activities;

3. There arc no unique characteristics such as historic or cultural resources, park land, prime
farm lands, wild and scenic nivers, or ecologically critical areas that will be significantly affccted
following completion of approved mitigation mcasures, and there will be no nel loss of wetlands

Llinta Basin Replacement Project - Decision Kaotice and FONSI Bapre 3



a3 a result of this action;

4. Based on public parlicipation and specialist analysis, the elTects on the qualily of the human
environment are not highly controversial;

5. Bascd on the cffccts analysis, there are no effects which may be highly nncertain or involve
unigue or unknown risks;

6. This action does not set a precedent for future actions with significant effects, nor docs it
represent a decision in principle about a future consideration;

7. This action is not related to other actions with individually insignificant but cumulatively
s:gmificant mapacts;

8. Based on the Biological Assessment/Evaluation this action will not kely adversely affect
endangered or threatencd species or critical habitat;

8. This action does not threaten a vielation of Federal, State or local law or requirements for
protcetion of the environment.

For these reasons, preparation of an environmental impact statement is not requared.

TMPLEMENTATION DATE

Implementation ol this degiston may oceur imnmediately upon signing.

FURTHER INFORMATION

Please direct questions on the EA or FONSI to Richard Mingo, Planning Coordinater; Utah
Reclamation Mitigation and Conservation Commassion; 102 West 500 South, Suite #315; Salt
Lake City, Utah 84101 {Phone 324-3146).

Recommended by: W f M

Richard Mingo, Planning Coordinator
Drate: 222 /’ﬁ,&

NN A (1

Michael . Wel utive Director
Date: Ngéz./a; 5 )ﬁc
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